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The main objective of the paper is to discuss the themes of war and heroism used in films and video 
games, and how those topics are shown. At the beginning, there will be a short review on basic definitions 
of a hero. It will be useful to understand how essential the hero is to people and culture. The next steps 
will explain how the heroism is shown in films and why war films are at the same time pro- and anti-
war productions. In relation to video games, the topic of heroism will be explained on the example of a 
gamification of a war zone, and how it can be dangerous for perception of the war by players. Also, the 
differences between heroism in films and video games will be shown in popular examples.
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Introduction

In this paper, I will investigate the subject of heroism presented in contemporary war films 
and video games. It is a common topic, although its complexity should be realized. The main 
problem seems to be the fact that any production using the war theme is at the same time pro 
and anti-war. Moreover, all of these types of production show a complicated view of deadly 
combat, one that depicts the infliction of lethal violence as a norm of behaviour, regardless of 
the conflict presented. War is a tragedy for everyone. It does not matter for which side – civil 
or military – it should be shown from both sides. The experience and tragedy of war and the 
traumatic effects, which are shown in movies and video games, are observed by the audience 
or the players from a safe and comfortable distance.

© Bartos, Rafał, 2022
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The basic meaning of a hero

In the beginning, it is important to consider who the actual hero is. To answer this question, 
I begin by taking a closer look at the dictionary’s basic definition, ‘a hero is someone who is 
famous for their heroic deeds’. Additionally, I also learn that they are a character characterized 
by great bravery, sacrifice, and exceptional merits for the good of others. These two brief 
examples might clarify this concept (Uniwersalny Słownik, 2003: 295, 1137).

Then I review a literary hero. A fictional person depicted in the world of the presented 
literary works, who is in the centre of the writer’s interest. The fate of the characters comes 
to the fore of the presented world, and it is the main reason why the narrator tells his story 
(Głowiński et al., 1986: 326).

According to Christopher Vogler in Podróż autora, Struktury mityczne dla scenarzystów 
i pisarzy (2010), a hero is defined as ‘someone who is ready to sacrifice his own desires 
and needs for others’ (Vogler, 2010: 34). Strength and courage are the traits most commonly 
attributed to a hero. However, the most important of them is self-sacrifice because it is what 
distinguishes him form common people. It is significant to emphasize that the hero is ready to 
sacrifice even his own life for the sake of ideals, community, and good.

Finally, it is necessary to clarify the definition of the hero used in computer games. It is, by 
definition, similar to the literary one. The hero is the main character, and the story is about his 
life, but the difference is that the player makes decisions. They are not passively observing, but 
actively participating in the game, creates the story of the main character. In a way, it depends 
on the player how much the hero of the game will be brave, prone to sacrifice, and what will 
make him heroic.

It is essential to have heroes as examples. They are an inspiration to act, fight, or mobilize, 
and help each other. Thanks to them, we are inclined to care for the common good in difficult 
and dangerous times of war.

At the same time, there is a selfish belief in people that one would also be like that and 
that one would do great deeds. Although at the same time, people are grateful that it was this 
person, a hero, who sacrificed themself for others.

Over the centuries, people have often gotten into fatal conflicts among each other’s. 
Warriors, and then soldiers, although aware of the atrocities that may befall them, seem eager 
to take part in this harmful situation. Like all creatures with instincts, humans fear death. 
However, the distinguishing feature of man is the awareness that death is inevitable. The 
opportunity to participate in community, culture, nation, or religion gives meaning to our life 
after heroic death. The culture contains virtues and ideologies that drive people to act, making 
them aware of existence after death. The ability to extend life beyond actual existence allows 
people to perform heroic deeds.

Heroism in modern cinematography

In pop culture, there are many re-narratives of myths, also presented in movies or games. 
They present conflict and war in an impressive way, and show momentum, monumentalism, 
and heroism, all of which are received positively. It is an untruth many people agree to. 
Various reports from wars and conflicts are recalled. People are aware that they are brutal and 
terrifying, but they all eagerly repeat stories of heroic people who, despite all the atrocities of 
war, go there in the name of something higher and more important.
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Historically, heroes must always play a critical role and function. A person who puts his life 
at stake and avoids death becomes an example to follow and a symbol of winning over death. 
Nowhere is this more obvious than in war. Amidst the chaos, death, and destruction of war, the 
hero stands as a life-affirming force. And the mere presence of the heroes confirms that other 
people can also win with death.

The action of the TV series called Band of Brothers (2001) takes place during World War 
II. In the seventh episode, the most crucial of the scenes is the attack of the Allied troops on 
the village of Foy. During the charge of the snowy fields, one of the leading captains mentally 
breaks down, risking the entire attack to fail. Captain Speirs replaces him. He is a heroic one 
with his determination and confidence and starts leading the other allied soldiers to fight. 
Additionally, to maintain communication with the rest of the troops, he performs a heroic act. 
He runs through the enemy lines to connect with the stuck units on the other side of the city. 
Therefore, inspiring the other soldiers fighting by his side.

The second example of heroism on the battlefield is the war film ‘1917’ (2019). The film is 
set during the First World War, when the heroic chase of the hero is depicted with an order to 
stop the army from attacking enemy lines. The aerial reconnaissance observed that the German 
army made a strategic withdrawal to better positions, and they were waiting to overwhelm 
British soldiers. The field telephone lines were cut, so the commanders ordered two soldiers 
to deliver a message calling off an attack scheduled for the next morning. When the main 
character reaches the frontline, none of the commanders trust him, and the assault is going to 
start in a few minutes. He noticed that the trenches were too crowded for him to deliver the 
order on time. The soldier decides to run with the message along the front lines, on the open 
battlefield, between charging British soldiers. Around him, a lot of comrades-in-arms die, but 
he knows that this race is the only option to save their lives. It is worth it.

In both examples, there is a hero who puts a goal above their life. Courage, bravery, and, 
one might say, partial madness motivates them to act here and now. In both cases, this effort 
pays off and saves the lives of many comrades, but at the cost of the opponents’ death. Every 
heroic deed during the war, on the one hand, is paid for with the death of the other.

The Gamification of Combat

In video games, the basic gameplay is something one does most of the time. In popular 
games featuring a war theme, this core gameplay loop is almost always focused on combat. 
Whether it is from a first- or third-person perspective, the basic mechanics are largely the same 
from the start. The player walks with their weapons being ready to shoot and moves from 
trench to trench in order to eliminate enemies until the game is over.

Therefore, what is attractive in this type of competition? I would say that, as players, 
we operate in the virtual world, but physically control this interaction in the real. It can be 
simplified that gameplay is essentially a translation process between a physical entrance and 
a virtual exit – that is, our physical movements are transferred to the movement of a virtual 
character in the game. Strengthening real dexterity in the virtual world allows you to feel 
directly connected to what is happening in the virtual world. The easiest way to feel the joy 
of being qualified, being the one who and something achieves, influences the virtual world.

Furthermore, the importance of audiovisual presentation in video games plays a key role. 
Simulation warfare gameplay can be applied to spectacle, in which players are provided with 
an intense audiovisual experience. The feeling can be strong to the point where the player feels 
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the proximity of a war that they do not really want. The games evolve over time, the mechanics 
are enriched with new elements, the high-resolution graphics become more and more realistic, 
and the sounds contained in the game are recorded. It shows how tremendous progress have 
been made in the video game space, but it has also caused anxiety about the development of 
immersion. The limit and the ability to cross it is unknown.

One of the basic problems of computer games is the presentation of the player’s health (life 
points). Originally, their number was represented by the health bar, which changed depending 
on whether the player was wounded or healed with special packages. With the development 
of the gaming industry, developers are moving away from this idea, and in its place, they 
provide players with a self-healing state of health. This change is a direction that allows the 
player to wait awhile to replenish health, so the only goal of the game is to kill. In contrast, 
in the old mode, the gameplay forced the player to survive, he had to not only go and kill, but 
also carefully follow the plot, while trying to stay alive. It symbolically represents that combat 
wounds are not something that you just wait a moment and move on, but they are something 
that deserves serious attention.

The gamification of the fight also means that the game does not makes one think about the 
topic of killing, on the contrary, the player is rewarded for its effectiveness, for example, the 
basic indicator on hitting the target is white and informs the player of inflicting wounds on the 
opponent, while fatal hits with are shown with a red indicator colour, which simply shows the 
player his effectiveness. However, there are also productions, such as the Sniper Elite video 
game series, which glorify dealing fatal damage. Their presentation takes place in slow motion 
or approximately, showing the exact location of the hit and the damage in the opponent’s body 
that the projectile caused. Although the emphasis on the realism of the battlefield should be 
rejected, feared, and terrorized, it often provides a spectacle, makes it more attractive, and 
provides a gameplay that ultimately consists of tearing through the next stages.

There are also productions, completely opposite, such as This War of Mine (2014), an 
atypical war game that shows the struggle on the other side – the side that is also suffering and 
struggling to survive – of the innocent civilians. The player takes on the role of an ordinary 
person, a free victim who is forced to survive in difficult conditions, caught in the conflict. Like 
combat soldiers, he must fight for survival and make morally difficult decisions. As a civilian, 
the player has to provide food and medicine to his shelter. There are two parts of the game: 
one is during the day, when the player can take care of our wounded people, and construct or 
repair the shelter. The second is at night, when the player must leave his safe zone and go to the 
dangerous city, avoiding soldiers, to find useful items to improve his civil community.

Heroism in Video Games

Computer games use elements that were already known to film recipients. The most 
recognizable scenes from war movies, e.g., the storming of Omaha Beach in Saving Private 
Ryan (1998), or the storming of Okinawa from the Pacific (2010) series. Experiencing them in 
this way is completely different because, in the film, the event is experienced from the viewer’s 
perspective. While the games immensely engage the player in the events taking place on the 
screen, often emphasizing the development of the plot based on the decisions made by them.

In games, players are not only observers of events, but also participants with various degrees 
of agency. Game designers who are giving opportunities for players to be more interactive and 
allow them to create their own meanings. It depends on the reflection how much the player will 
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become involved in the game world and the gameplay, how deeply he will turn his imagination 
into it to add meaning in his own way.

Depending on the type of gameplay – single or multiplayer – performing a heroic deed may 
be planned by the game developers or simply performed by the player.

One difference between single-player and multiplayer is that, in the first case, the planned 
gameplay sometimes forces heroism, as it is necessary to further relive the story of the main 
character. In the second type, as players, we can decide to make something heroic, we have 
free will, and we can do anything – especially if a multiplayer game is based on a sandbox.

You can also meet games in which the player has the opportunity to make a decision, and it 
depends on him which path he will follow. The game provides exciting entertainment, giving 
many opportunities to make a lot of stunts and heroic moves during combat.

In multiplayer games, where the main character is not placed at the centre of attention, the 
gameplay is completely different. Players are much more focused on the results and progress 
of the team, they see the importance of seemingly trivial activities such as suppressing fire, 
building medical or supply stations, or carrying out diversions. Even the death of a unit during 
an assault on an enemy position may make it easier for someone else to survive, which will 
ultimately lead to the victory of the entire team.

On the contrary, single-player games are easy to predict, especially since one can play each 
stage many times, learning it and anticipating where the threat will come from. Playing as a 
team with other players also ensures the uniqueness of the game, no match is the same, and the 
opposing team’s players behave in an unknown or unpredictable way.

This can be seen on the example of the “Battlefield” video game series, in which players 
take on the role of fighting soldiers. In this series of games, the game is played in both modes.

As an example, the gameplay of the game “Battlefield V” is set during the Second World 
War. In the single-player game, the creators of the game focused on telling a few separate 
stories of the participants located on different sides of the conflict. This allows players to 
experience the conflict from several sides, discover personal stories, and get to know the 
human emotions of the characters.

In the multiplayer mode, the gameplay is based mainly on the fight of two sides for key 
points on the map. In this mode heroism also appears, but in a completely different, atypical, 
way. The concept of “battlefield moments” was born, which is nothing more than a depiction of 
the spontaneous chaos of spectacular combat that is basically followed by players. Battlefield 
moments are also moments where players perform amazing, often heroic deeds that involve 
only digitally created characters, not a real human being. However, the possibilities offered by 
the game by enhancing human perception allow the player to do impossible things: such as 
jumping out of a fighter and defeating your opponent with a shot from a handgun and jumping 
back into the falling machine and flying away.

Conclusion

In conclusion, war, regardless of the medium in which it is presented, terrifies us and, 
aware of its cruelty, we do not want it. However, war games and films are interesting to us; 
they engage viewers and players, allowing them to feel like a hero. They allow us to observe 
the characters and their deeds from close range, or to impersonate them. We do it from a safe 
distance, in the privacy of our home, being grateful that we can end it at any moment and 
return to normal life.
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Above all, the experience of war in those productions is always a simulated one, and it is 
never the same as going through the same real thing. That brings another kind of problem – do 
we, the audience, and the players, become immune to the harm and tragedy of war? Do we 
want to live in that kind of world, dangerous and destroyed?

Nowadays, game producers focus on creating more and more inspiring virtual worlds 
than on inventing new, creative mechanics that allow for advanced interaction with the 
world. Especially, when it comes to war games, which always contain politics, ideology, and 
other meanings that shape the reality we perceive. The creators of movies and video games 
are, in a way, the precursors of what they do; there is no right path or boundaries yet, and 
creating in the subject of war is something very complicated. An attempt at gamification of the 
battlefield shows how much something as terrible as killing can be simplified and rewarded. 
Today, when there are more and more of such productions on the market, one should consider 
whether the society will not get used to it and shall not reduce the importance of war and 
struggle to something prosaic. In my opinion, as the realism displayed in games increases, 
the risk of getting used to certain elements of the war increases. However, it is impossible to 
simply experience war as it really is with video games and war movies. The nightmare that 
affects soldiers fighting at the front is often beyond the comprehension of the audience of this 
entertainment.

Regardless of the medium in which we want to show heroism during the war, we must, 
unfortunately show everything that is also around it. Even the greatest hero, who wants to 
survive during the war, does terrible things. The horror and chaos of war, suffering, brutality, 
and indecency. A real war will never be a film or a game.
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Introduction

In the 2000s, China’s coastal cities realized they needed more migrants to obtain a local 
household registration due to labor shortages. According to the Chinese household registration 
policy at the time, although these floating populations were Chinese citizens, they did not 
have a local hukou in their place of residence (their household was not registered as living 
there). As they did not have local citizenship, they could not enjoy complete social welfare 
and rights. Some scholars believe that migrant workers, who cannot obtain local hukou, let 
employers circumvent social welfare duties: this allows China to provide cheap productivity, 
attract foreign investment to set up factories, and promote the development of manufacturing: 
this is particularly visible in coastal zones with special economic status (Chan, 2010; Knight 
et al., 2011; Lai, 2007).

After China joined the World Trade Organization (WTO) in 2001, the demand for labor 
in coastal cities with manufacturing industries increased sharply. In addition, since 2004, 
the central government has formulated a plan to develop the inland economy to coordinate 
regional development. The simultaneous development of coastal and inland areas led to labor 
shortages, especially in 2004-2006 and 2009 (Chan, 2010). When coastal areas are no longer 
the only choice for migrant workers, the original policy that restricts migrant workers from 
applying for household registration in the local area must be re-adjusted to avoid the loss 
of labor due to the strict settlement policy. In hukou policy, the main way to obtain citizen 
status in other cities (that is, to switch to hukou status) is to inherit a family member’s hukou, 
achieve higher education, or be given a job. However, with the demand for talent and with 
funds for local development, a hukou is also beginning to be available through investment, real 
estate purchases, and the fulfilment of specific talent needs (Chan, 2010; Cui & Cohen, 2015; 
Wu, 2013). After experiencing labor shortages and various settlement policies, Zhongshan 
in 2009 and Dongguan in 2010 began to adopt a points system to determine eligibility for 
hukou migration: these places have became popular as a result of manufacturing industries that 
attracted large numbers of migrant workers since the 1990s.

Nevertheless, many scholars question whether the accumulation of points in the points 
system favors skilled workers over unskilled workers. Coupled with the central allocation 
policy in this period (the quota for hukou migration), the local government policy for attracting 
technical personnel was only old wine in a new bottle, and empirical research shows that the 
hukou reform at that time did not achieve the expected results (Cui & Cho, 2020; Wu, 2013). 
However, under such policy obstacles, people who are still considering hukou migration are 
likely to have good reasons for doing so. If we can understand the motives of migrant workers 
who wanted to change their hukou at that time, this can be helpful in terms of adjusting the 
hukou policy so to attract laborers, thereby increasing urban competitiveness and balancing 
regional development.

Change of residence and change of household registration are two related terms, yet they 
hold different meanings. Most studies have focused on the physical migration of migrant 
workers or their willingness to live in the city where they work (Fan, 2011; Huang & Zhang, 
2013; Yue et al., 2010; Zhu, 2007). Some researchers have also analyzed the characteristics 
of migrant workers who have successfully changed their hukou (Lu, 2008; Treiman & Zhang, 
2011). However, there are few studies on migrant workers’ rationale for changing their 
household registration during this period (Cai & Wang, 2008; Tang & Feng, 2012). To better 
understand what both change of residence and change of household registration really entail, 
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it is helpful to explore these concepts separately from physical migration. Defining citizenship 
as a ‘legal status conversion’ and link it to available resources might be equally helpful. Bauder 
(2008) reinterpreted the ideas of ‘migrant’ and ‘citizen’ from the perspective of capital. Bauder 
believed that citizenship has the two functions: ‹distinction’ and ‹subordination’; outsiders 
who acquire citizenship can cross or reduce the boundaries between distinction/subordination, 
achieve economic progress or a desired social status. Bauder gave the examples of Chinese 
investments in Hong Kong and Taiwan; immigration to Canada, which allowed family wealth 
to survive and expand; and the example of Lebanese people using their immigration status in 
Canada to gain the ability to travel to and from Lebanon with ease. Here, Bauder emphasized 
that the role of ‘citizen status’ allows for the conversion of ‘capital’ into different social 
advantages.

In China, many migrants do not arrive in cities seeking permanent residence. Smart and 
Smart’s (2001) fieldwork in a small-town factory in the Pearl River Delta found that the primary 
objective for migrant workers is the accumulation of wealth. If migrant workers need to decide 
whether to migrate permanently, buy a house locally, or relocate their hukou, the primary 
factor in their decision is whether the action would be helpful for the accumulation of wealth. 
In addition to economic considerations, which vary in different phases of life, the process 
of migrant workers seeking either hukou or physical migration involves individual sense of 
belonging or the meaning of hukou to them (Wang & Fan, 2012). However, these relatively 
subjective considerations are not easy to clarify. By defining hukou migration as a ‘legal status 
conversion’, we can separate it from the broader sense of migration and distinguish it from 
physical migration. Tang and Feng (2012) divided settlement intention into two models: ‘ 
hukou conversion’ and ‘not involving hukou conversion’ (just living in the city until they want 
to leave). They found that for migrants with higher resources and who already own real estate, 
physical relocation was sufficient, and household registration was not necessary. This finding 
suggests that capital accumulation is the primary goal of migrant workers.

Materials and Methods

Migrant Workers’ Hukou Migration Intentions in a Migrant City
The migration pattern in China’s emerging cities is different from that in traditional large 

cities like Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou and in all provincial capital cities. In February 2018, 
Dongguan cancelled the point-based household registration system that had been in place 
since 2010. In April of the same year, Beijing officially started a trial of the points system. 
In terms of the hukou migration quota, Guangzhou, Guangdong’s largest city, allowed only 
3,000 hukou migrations per year from 2010 to 2018. By contrast, Dongguan, an emerging city 
known as ‘the world’s factory’, allowed 12,370 hukou migrations in 2010 and lifted quota 
limits on the number of hukou migrants in 2018. An empirical study in the Pearl River Delta in 
2008 found that the hukou migration willingness of migrant workers in Shenzhen and Zhuhai 
was higher than that of such workers in Guangzhou (Cai & Wang, 2008). This was due to the 
differences between emerging cities and traditional cities in the migrant and local population 
structure, which led to differences in hukou policies and migration patterns. Traditional cities 
have proportionally larger locally registered populations, while many migrant or emerging 
cities were originally small rural townships.

Previous studies on local citizenship (or local hukou) implied a positive correlation 
between hukou migration and physical migration: they focused on traditional large cities, and 
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relatively few studies consider the migration of migrant workers in emerging cities (Cai & 
Wang, 2008; Cui et al., 2015; Fan, 2002; Huang & Zhang, 2013; Yue et al., 2010; Zhu, 
2007). This article aims to reinterpret the hukou relocation intentions of migrants through the 
perspective of citizenship as a form of capital. It focuses on the meaning of local citizenship 
to migrant workers in emerging cities. This research follows up on the studies that have been 
conducted in Dongguan since 1989 and analyses the migration intentions of migrants in 
migrant cities before 2010 (Li, 1997; Smart & Lin, 2007; Smart & Smart, 2001). Especially 
as the local hukou policy has been transformed from restricting the flow of people to helping 
attract specific human resources, it is important to re-examine the intentions behind migration. 
Finally, given the importance of this subject area, emphasis is placed on the reproducibility of 
research methods: we achieved this via predictive analytics that feature use of a wide range of 
procedures (e.g. stepwise variable selection, cross-validation, bootstrapping).

The Study Subject Matter and Sampling Design
This research consists of two parts (Chang, 2009): semi-structured interviews, and a survey, 

which took place from 2005 to 2007. All data were collected in five factories in Dalang Town, 
Dongguan. Two hours north of Hong Kong by bus, the coastal city of Dongguan contained 
4.6 million migrants and 1.8 million local citizens in 2009, in contrast to historically large 
cities, such as Shanghai, where there are 14 million local citizens – nearly three times the 
number of migrants in the city (five million) (Statistics Bureau of Dongguan, 2010a; Statistics 
Bureau of Shanghai, 2010). This concentration of migrant workers is a result of the export 
manufacturing economy that has, since 1978, been driven by the neighboring city of Shenzhen. 
Shenzhen became one of the first special economic zones (SEZs) in China, which meant that 
it and the surrounding cities, such as Dongguan, offered reduced taxes and land to attract 
foreign investors. According to the Statistics Bureau of Dongguan (2010b), more than 85% 
of the migrant workers there from 1996 to 2000 worked in the manufacturing sector. Previous 
studies have also shown that female and young workers make up the majority of migrants 
(Chan, 2010; Roberts, 1997).

The dramatic success of economic development in Dongguan was supported not only by 
cooperation among local elites and foreign investors, but also by the presence of migrant 
workers from outside Dongguan. However, due to their lack of local household registration 
status, these temporary migrants (Table 1), were excluded from the social security system 
(Smart & Lin, 2007). Li (1997) compared the income determination of migrants in Dongguan 
with that of migrants in Meizhou (a city in a more remote location) and found that high 
education and skill levels had a significant and positive effect on migrants’ income in Meizhou. 
In Dongguan, however, a high education level resulted in high income among only professional 
and technical workers. Moreover, local governments applied household conversion measures 
that favored professional investors and house buyers, which created a new privileged group 
of permanent migrants with advanced education or special skills. Migrant workers with fewer 
skills and less education were exploited as inexpensive labor by elites (Chan, 2010; Solinger, 
1999).
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Household registration place and current 
residency

Three types of citizens

Local status: Place of residency is the 
same as place of household registration.

Native: Local residents since birth

Permanent migrant: Migrants whose house-
hold registration has been converted from non-
local to local status (transfer place of household 
registration)

Nonlocal status: Place of residency is 
different from place of household registra-
tion.

Temporary migrant

Table 1. Definitions of Native, Permanent Migrant, and Temporary Migrant

The development background of Dalang Township in this study is similar to that of 
Henggang Township, which was studied by Smart and Lin (2007). Both are small towns that 
attract a large number of migrants due to their manufacturing sector, and there are thousands 
of migrant workers in factories in both towns. Normally, the factories provide migrant workers 
three meals per day and accommodations. The dormitories are 4-12-person bedrooms designed 
for single migrants; they are usually located next to factories and have curfew and controlled 
access. Limited en-suite rooms for employees with families are provided to managerial 
employees. Married migrant workers or couples are more likely to rent accommodations away 
from the factory.

The qualitative sample (n = 30), consisting of local residents and representatives of 
institutions or factories, was selected through contact with the local plant managers. Thematic 
content analysis was the primary analytical tool.1 Samples of successful household migration 
cases are not easily available due to privacy concerns:  in order to achieve sample heterogeneity, 
the study included interviewees who bought a house in Dongguan and interviewees who were 
locals. 18 residents, including 6 locals, were interviewed. 5 of the other 12 non-locals had 
bought houses there. Interviews focused on three topics: 

1. migration (motivation and future planning); 
2. residence (status and future purchase of a house in Dongguan); 
3. relocation intentions (current household registration status and relocation plans). 

In addition to interviewing factory managers and retired government officials, this study 
also included: agency and company representatives visiting the HQs of architectural firms; 
and representatives of real estate associations. A total of 12 people were interviewed about the 
migration of workers and the status of migrant housing.

The survey research was mainly completed in 2007. Fixed sampling and convenience 
sampling were adopted for data collection. The first stage of sampling involved snowball 
sampling to identify five local Taiwanese factories. In the second stage, questionnaires were 
distributed according to the number of participants the managers of these factories could 
spare and the ratio of the factory’s workers living in non-factory accommodations versus 

1 See Chang (2009) for further details regarding qualitative analysis of these interviews. 
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those staying in the dormitory. The managers at each factory collected 60-100 questionnaires, 
and 383 surveys were collected in total. Finally, after removing relocated households, locally 
registered households, those with income deviations, and invalid surveys, the final sample 
consisted of 267 data-points. To analyze this data, we constructed a binary logistic regression 
model to predict intention status. Stepwise variable selection was used to select the best-
performing model, whereas cross-validation and bootstrapping techniques were used to ensure 
reproducibility and validity of the estimates. Analysis was conducted using R Studio.

Table 2 shows the official census data for Dongguan from 1990 and 2005. These data are 
the closest and most readily available for comparison to Li’s (1997) survey data in Dongguan 
in 1992, as well as to our survey data in 2007 (official data regarding permanent migrants are 
not available). Both the data from Li’s fieldwork in Dongguan and our data showed that hukou 
migrants (permanent migrants) represented a small number of cases (Table 3). According to 
the census data, the largest increase was among the temporary migrants, and this is evident 
in the data changes in the two surveys. These two datasets indicate that even with the strong 
influx of migrants, Dongguan residents who became permanent migrants were not common in 
either of the survey samples.

Household registration status 1990 2005

Nonlocal 25.20% 78%

Local 73.80% 21%

Total population (millions) 1.7 million 7.5 million

Table 2. Population Census Data of Dongguan in 1990 and 2005. Source: Li (1997).

Household 
registration status

Identity Li’s survey in 
Dongguan, 1992

Chang’s survey in 
Dongguan, 2007

Nonlocal Temporary migrants 18% 78%

Local Hukou migrants 
(permanent 
migrants)

7% 6%

Natives 75% 16%
Total number of 
respondents

2,191 383

Table 3. Si-ming Li’s Field Survey Data and the Data from This Survey. Source: Chang’s 
field survey (2009). 

Variables and Measurements

Measuring the Intentions of Migrant Workers
Respondents who wanted to change their place of hukou registration to Dongguan were 

asked to provide their motivation via a multiple-choice question: 1) to avoid excessive 
paperwork, 2) for their children’s education, 3) to seek better job opportunities, 4) to access 
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local welfare, or 5) other. These options were based on the interview data, and the respondents 
who answered ‹other› were asked to write down the reason.

Measurement of Migrants’ Characteristics
There has been little research on the migration intentions of migrant workers. Neither 

studies by Cai and Wang (2008) or Tang and Feng (2012) included child(ren) or household 
type variables, but the variable of settlement intention is relatively informative and can 
be used in measurements. Gender and marital status capture important latent information 
regarding society expectations. Traditionally, females of the age of consent are expected to 
return to their hometown for marriage (Fan, 2003). Previous studies have shown that the 
majority of migrant workers in Dongguan are young women (Chan, 2010; Roberts, 1997). 
However, in the two studies mentioned above, the gender variable showed differences in 
hukou migration between men and women. Cai and Wang’s study (2008) in the PRD found 
that men were more likely to change their place of hukou registration, but Tang and Feng’s 
study (2012) found this to be the case for women instead. Married respondents are expected 
to behave differently than single respondents because of different family responsibilities. 
Yang (2000) and Roberts (2002) found that married migrants are more likely to migrate with 
their family. Moreover, married migrants are more likely than single migrants to be return 
to their hometown (Wang & Fan, 2006; Zhao, 2002). When migrating with children, factors 
such as permission for children to attend local public schools and an increase in family size 
directly affect migrants’ financial situation and migration decisions (Montgomery, 2012; 
Wang & Fan, 2006; Zhao, 2002; Zhu, 2001). Married people also showed stronger intention 
to change their hukou than unmarried people in the Jiangsu household migration intention 
study (Tang & Feng, 2012).

Age is a very informative measure when it comes to people’s intention to migrate or return 
to their hometown. Studies show that older migrants are more likely to return (Zhao, 2002), 
whereas younger people intend to migrate (Yang, 2000). In Tang and Feng’s study (2012), 
younger migrant workers were found to be more likely to change their hukou registration.

The majority of migrant workers in China are from agricultural households. They are farmers 
from villages who have no or only some skills in non-agricultural activities. The agricultural 
household category is used in comparison with non-agricultural or urban households, the other 
hukou category in the hukou system. Migrants in non-agricultural households tend to have more 
years of education and work experience than those in agricultural households (Fan, 2002). Knight 
et al. (1999), Huang (2001), Guo and Iredale (2004), and Liang (2004) found that migrants in 
agricultural hukou categories were less likely to acquire specific occupations and that migrants 
in urban households found greater opportunities in non-agricultural jobs, such as administrative, 
professional, and technical positions. However, the hukou type was not used by the Cai and 
Wang (2008) in the PRD study or by Tang and Feng (2012) in the Jiangsu study.

Education was measured by the respondents’ years of education. Previous studies have 
shown that more years in education have a positive influence on both return migrants and 
continuing migrants (Wang & Fan, 2006; Zhao, 2002). This result seems to confirm that those 
with longer time in education, not only have an advantage in the job market, but also benefit 
from the household migration policy. However, in the Jiangsu study by Tang and Feng (2012), 
respondents with higher education levels showed higher hukou migration intention; yet there 
was no statistically significant correlation between education and hukou migration intention in 
the PRD study by Cai and Wang (2008).
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Occupations are divided into skilled versus unskilled jobs. Migrant workers in administrative 
and managerial positions and in jobs requiring specific techniques and certificates are 
categorized as skilled workers. Several studies have found that administrative and professional 
occupations are positively correlated with higher incomes (Bian & Logan, 1996; Cao & Nee, 
2005; Meng & Zhang, 2001). Occupational classification is also significant in Tang and Feng’s 
Jiangsu study (2012). This work found that professional and technical personnel were less 
likely to consider hukou migration than those engaged in sales and services.

Income was measured by monthly household income, and the respondents were asked to 
choose from a range. The ordinal measure was based on the tax-free personal allowance in 
2007, and the responses to the preliminary questionnaire and interviews suggested that such 
use could have avoided inaccurate or missing values due to the sensitive nature of the topic. 
Concern about net income is one of the fundamental determinants of migrants’ destination 
decisions. Income was significant in the PRD study (Cai & Wang, 2008), which asked for the 
average monthly income. The Jiangsu study divided income variables into intervals and did 
not show significant results (Tang & Feng, 2012).

Results

The section presents the findings from both statistical analysis and the semi-structured 
interviews about their views on hukou migration.

Table 4 shows that our sample consisted of more women than men and that most participants 
were under 30 years old. Almost 60% were married, but only 61, accounting for 23% of the 
total, actually lived in Dongguan with their child(ren). Most respondents had less than 12 years 
of education, and most of the respondents were non-professional or technical workers. The 
households were concentrated in the low- and middle-income groups. 51 respondents (19%) 
expressed willingness to relocate hukou.

 Categories Frequency Percentage

Demographic controls    

Gender Female 147 0.55
 Male 120 0.45
Age ≤ 25 102 0.38

 26–30 88 0.33

 31 77 0.29
Marital status Married 158 0.59
 Other 109 0.41
Housing status Living with children 61 0.23

 Not living with children 206 0.77
Hukou type Nonagricultural hukou 100 0.37
 Agricultural hukou 167 0.63
Education (levels) 0 1 0.004
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 6 10 0.037

9 43 0.161
12 145 0.543

18 67 0.251
20 1 0.004

Recode Education Under 10 years 54 0.202

Above 10 years 213 0.798
Skilled worker Skilled 99 0.37

 Nonskilled 168 0.63

Family income (yuan) < 3601 127 0.48
 3601–26600 125 0.47
 >26600 15 0.06
Recode Income Low 127 0.476

Mid 125 0.468

High 15 0.056
Intention to change hukou regis-
tration location

Yes 51 0.19

 No 216 0.81

Table 4. List of Profiles

Determinants of Migrant Workers’ Local Hukou Intentions
This section presents the results of binary logistic regression, where hukou migration 

intention was modelled as a function of migrants’ socio-demographic factors. Variable selection 
was performed using stepwise procedures (Table 5), which allowed us to select the best 
performing model. Backward-stepwise selection starts with all the predictors and sequentially 
removes them until the best fit is found (Hastie et al., 2009: 58). The metric involved in this 
process is the Akaike information criterion (AIC): Table 5 shows the difference in AIC score 
between the best model and the full model. This part also discusses the findings from the 
multiple-choice questionnaire and the semi-structured interviews.
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Model AIC
Full 
(Model 1)

intention = gender + age + married + Nonagri + withchild + 
recode_edu + skilled + recode_income 166.29

Model 2 intention = gender + age + married + Nonagri + withchild + 
recode_edu + recode_income 164.44

Model 3 intention = age + married + Nonagri + withchild + recode_edu + 
recode_income 162.58

Model 4 intention = age + Nonagri + withchild + recode_edu + recode_
income 160.85

Model 5 intention = age + withchild + recode_edu + recode_income 159.21 
Reduced 
(Model 6) intention = withchild + recode_edu + recode_income 158.51

Table 5. Forward Stepwise Selection Regression. The tables show the six iterations performed 
by the algorithm: model 6 is the best performing model, with the lowest AIC score. 

Binary Logistic Regression Models on the Determinants of Migrant Workers’ Local 
Hukou Intentions

The results of the binary logistic regression on the determinants of migrant workers’ 
local hukou intentions are summarized in Table 6. The assumptions for this classifier have 
been fulfilled: Assumption 1 (dichotomous response variable), Assumption 2 (continuous or 
categorical explanatory variables) and Assumption 3 (independence of observations), and 
Assumption 4 (no multicollinearity, Table 7). Assumption 5 (linearity assumption) is not 
applicable to our study because no continuous predictors were used.

 Reduced Model
Variable Coeff (S.E) OR (95% CI)

(Intercept)  -19.5701 (993.5538) 0.00

Migration condition Living with children  1.1463 (0.4278) ** 3.15 (1.36, 7.28)
Cultural/Human 
capital

Education Level: 
above 10  17.2345 (93.5537) 30538588.49 (0, Inf)

Economic capital Household income 
level: mid  1.2885 (0.4634) ** 3.63 (1.46, 9)

 Household 
income level:  high  1.2118 (0.7578) 3.36 (0.76, 14.84)

Null deviance 183.63 on 187 degrees of freedom

Residual deviance 148.51 on 183 degrees of freedom

AIC 158.51
Number of Fisher 
scoring iterations: 17

Table 6. Best Performing Binary Logistic Regression Model on the Determinants of Migrant 
Workers’ Local Hukou Intentions. 

* Significant at p < 0.05; ** p < 0.001
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Residual deviance is lower than null model.
ORs measure the strength of association between response and predictors: OR >1 means 

greater odds of association; OR =1 means no association; OR <1 means lower odds of 
association.

                              GVIF      Df       GVIF^(1/(2*Df))

withchild              1.019965 1        1.009933

recode_edu           1.000000 1        1.000000

recode_income     1.019965 2        1.004954

Table 7. Diagnostics: Checking for Multicollinearity via Variance Inflation Factor (VIF). 
Assumption of multicollinearity has not been violated.

In the first model (full model, Table 5), the initiated stepwise selection contained the basic 
demographic characteristics of gender, age, marital status, education and income levels, skilled 
worker status and household registration type as predictors to identify the migrants’ hukou 
migration intentions: the AIC score for this model was 166.2. The best performing model 
found after 6 iterations can be specified as:

logit[P(intention=1)] = a + b1 housing status + b2 education +  INCOME Tβ

where intention is the categorical binary response variable (with j = 0, no intention of 
acquiring local citizenship and j = 1, intending to acquire local citizenship); a, b are scalar 
coefficients; housing status and education are binary predictors; β is a vector of coefficients; 
INCOME is a vector of multiclass predictor.

The AIC score for this (reduced) model was 158.51, a considerable reduction from the 
full model. Information on the agricultural background of individuals (skilled/unskilled 
variable) was not selected by the stepwise selection, but this has proved extremely important 
in terms of theoretical models on migration in China and larger scale studies across multiple 
industries (e.g., Guo & Iredale, 2004; Huang, 2001; Knight et al., 1999; Liang, 2004; Tang 
& Feng, 2012). However, the selection of the final model in this work (and the exclusion of 
agricultural status as a meaningful predictor) is due to our small sample size and its focus 
on manufacturing.

Table 6 shows how coefficients quantify the impact of changes in various predictors on 
the probability of migrant workers’ intention to obtain local citizenship (hukou migration 
intent) in terms of both odd ratios and log odds. The results show that the odds of obtaining 
local citizenship for migrant workers are, respectively, 3.15 for individuals living with their 
child(ren), 3.63 for mid-income respondents and 3.36 for high-income respondents compared 
to the baseline. Living with children and being at a mid-income level both record statistical 
significance: this result is consistent with previous arguments that affordable education for 
their children is a key factor in migrants’ migration and return intentions (Wang & Fan, 2006; 
Zhao, 2002; Zhu, 2001). Education level, despite being selected by the stepwise algorithm, 
registered a large standard error, suggesting its interpretation may not truly represent the 
actual population. We decided to not remove this term in our model because it makes sense at 
theoretical level (Li, 2010) and because of the overall fit.
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The estimate for income is consistent with the results of the Cai & Wang study (2008) in 
that high-income earners show a relatively high willingness to migrate. In terms of education, 
Tang and Feng’s (2012) revealed the same result: higher education was related to a relatively 
high hukou migration intention. The statistically significant result of the variable “Whether 
living with child(ren) in Dongguan” supports the emphasis on the importance of the family 
in Chinese migration studies and validates the obstacles migrants’ children face in accessing 
education in places where their hukou is not registered, which is one of the main problems 
migrant workers face (Montgomery, 2012; Wang & Fan, 2006; Zhao, 2002; Zhu, 2001).

Basic demographic variables, such as gender, age, and household type, carried no predictive 
power, even though they were statistically significant in both Pearl River Delta and Jiangsu 
studies. The effect of age on household migration was not important, which was consistent 
with findings from the Pearl River Delta study. When it comes to occupation, we included only 
whether respondents had certain skills: this variable was not selected by stepwise procedure. 
This differed from the Jiangsu study of Tang and Feng (2012), which found that professional 
and technical people were less likely to consider hukou migration. However, it is important to 
stress that, unlike previous work, we focused on predictive performance. Despite our efforts, the 
resulting reduced model might have been affected by homogeneity in the sample. We sampled 
employees in five factories, all in the manufacturing industry, and most of the factories had low 
skill thresholds, had relatively few highly skilled or senior executives and employed mostly 
foreigners or Taiwanese, who were not included in the sample. However, we encourage a 
replication of our approach (using stepwise selection with the same full model specification) in 
a more heterogenous sample.

Evaluation of the Best Performing Model
In this work, two approaches have been implemented to ensure testing accuracy of the 

selected models: cross-validation and bootstrapping.
Cross-validation is a class of methods that can be used to evaluate the ability of statistical 

models to generalize for out-of-sample data. As a method of model evaluation, cross-validation 
is more robust than residual analysis; this is because, unlike residual evaluation, cross-validation 
provides an indication of how a classifier performs when making predictions on unseen data. 
The dataset is divided such that some data points are used to train the classifier (in the case of 
this work, binary logistic regression) and some are used to test its classification accuracy. This 
process avoids overfitting, which is a modelling error where the model effectively memorizes 
the data, picking up random fluctuations of noise in the data. For the purpose of this work, the 
sample has been randomly partitioned into a train set (70% of the sample) and a test set (30% 
of the sample), in line with current practices (Liu & Cocea, 2017).

We used bootstrapping as an extra measure to estimate model performance. Classification 
accuracy was chosen as metrics in both cross-validation and the bootstrapping technique. 
Bootstrapping is a resampling method with replacement that creates several simulated datasets 
from a single dataset (Efron & Tibshirani, 1994). Modelling is performed on each of these simulated 
samples, and predictions are done by averaging results in regression problems or calculating mode 
values in classification (Wilmott, 2020). Unlike cross-validation, the model is tested on the entire 
dataset: we employed 1000 random extractions to test our model. Table 8 shows the estimates 
expressed in terms of original coefficients and odds ratios for the three predictors of interest: 
except for education level, standard errors are moderate, and bias for household status and income 
level is low, suggesting that these values are likely to represent true population values.



Predicting Migrant Workers’ Intention to Acquire Local Citizenship (Hukou) in Emerging Cities 
Using Machine Learning Models: A Case Study of Five Dongguan Factories 

by Feng-Shuo Chang and Elisa Impara

Future Human Image, Volume 18, 202222

Reduced Model

Variable Original Coeff (S.E.) Bias OR

(Intercept) -3.131      (1.732) -0.298 0.044

Migration 
condition

Living with children 1.006       (0.395) 0.007 2.735

Cultural/Human 
capital

Education level: above 
10

0.971      (1.728) 0.254 2.640

Economic 
capital

Household income 
level: mid

0.845      (0.380) 0.015 2.328

Household 
income level: high

1.672     (0.771) 0.004 5.322

Table 8. Bootstrapping (n = 1000) Results on Reduced Model

Predictive accuracy in cross validation is 77% and 80% for bootstrapping. Given the small 
sample size, this mild increase in accuracy during resampling is to be expected. 

Migrant Workers’ Views and Motivations Regarding Hukou Migration
The survey identified 51 respondents who were willing to obtain local citizenship: 

descriptive data (Table 9) suggests that impact on children’s access to schools outweighs the 
other reasons for acquiring hukou. Although affordable education falls under overall social 
welfare, the category of social welfare is secondary to children’s access to education. The 
third factor is the amount of paperwork that migrant workers need to complete to return to 
the place where their hukou is registered (e.g., no criminal record, notarization of driver’s 
license, registration of unemployment, etc.), followed by finding employment. The results 
are consistent Pearl River Delta studies (Cai & Wang, 2008), where respondents also cited 
“yearning for city life,” “wanting children to stay in the city,” and “feeling that having a city 
hukou would eliminate a lot of hassle.”

Motivations Children’s 
education

Better 
welfare

Paperwork 
burden

Employment 
opportunities Other

N 34 24 16 12 1

Percentages 39.10% 27.60% 18.40% 13.80% 1.10%

Table 9. Motivation of 51 Respondents Willing to Change Their Hukou (Multichoice Question 
Results)

Interviews with plant managers and representatives of local government agencies or 
businesses found that their knowledge about the hukou migration of migrant workers was 
rather limited. Much of the information about the willingness of migrants to change their 
hukou comes from direct access to migrant workers. Although the interviews are few, these 
and survey results show consistency in that the respondents’ decisions around hukou migration 
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are driven by two factors: children’s education and buying a property. The respondents who 
considered hukou migration because of their children’s education pointed out that their 
decision was driven by the fact that their children could not attend local public schools without 
a local hukou and that private school fees were unaffordable. Those respondents who had 
already bought a home (or were considering buying a home) stated that their reason for the 
hukou change was the policy required them to purchase a commercial house in order to qualify 
for a local hukou. There were also respondents with children close to school age who were 
considering buying a house.

Questionnaires did not collect information on reasons for not wishing to settle in the city, 
but the interviews were consistent with previous studies in this regard that urban experience 
and a sense of belonging matter (Cai & Wang, 2008; Fan, 2011; Wang & Fan, 2012; Wu 
& Treiman, 2004). One interviewee explicitly mentioned that he had been a teacher in his 
hometown; the job paid less but was assigned as a lifetime job by the state, while his current 
job in the Dongguan factory was unstable, and he could be fired from it at any time.

We do not consider this kind of job permanent… they can fire you anytime without 
reason.… Therefore, it is a temporary job to us.

Male, 33, Purchasing staff

Some respondents mentioned that the early scrutiny of temporary residence permits made 
them feel that locals were not friendly towards migrant workers, which led them to define 
their residence and work in the city as temporary (e.g. long enough to earn sufficient money to 
return home). Some migrant workers interviewed also mentioned that even though they were 
eligible to obtain a hukou, they would be hesitant to do so because they might not be accepted 
by locals. The newly added local hukou implies that the benefits (e.g. shares and dividends 
of local enterprises) that were originally given to local people might be shared by everybody 
(Chan, 2010; Davies & Ramia, 2008; Deng & Smyth, 2000; Smart & Smart, 2001).

We also found that so-called hukou migration does not necessarily mean family relocation, 
as the term ‹hukou’ is clearly designed around the concept of individuals. After buying a house 
to obtain local hukou eligibility, it is necessary to pay additional fees based on the number of 
people covered by the hukou. However, one’s economic situation may not allow for the whole 
family to obtain a new hukou as a unit. Some respondents indicated that if the whole family 
could not be together, they would not change their hukou. However, some respondents said 
that if only one person in the family had access to a local hukou, they would give priority to 
their children to allow them to attend local public schools. This shows that hukou, in fact, 
represents an individual’s legal status and is used in exchange for other capital (Bauder, 2008).

Discussion

In the third decade of China’s reform and opening up, the rise of the inland regions’ 
economy and two labor shortages have led to many different hukou policy reforms (e.g. 
housing, special talent, investment, the points system) to qualify for hukou. However, the total 
number of household changes suggests that hukou migration policies in the 2000s still had 
limits, and most were targeted for skilled workers. Since 2020, China has urged cities with a 
resident population of less than 3 million to lift the restrictions on hukou migration and to try 
to register people’s hukou in their permanent place of residence rather than having them inherit 
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the hukou registration location of their parents. Although the details and results of shifting 
hukou registration to the permanent place of residence are not yet clear, it is important to study 
the willingness of migrant workers to change their hukou during the early period of strict 
hukou policies. As unskilled workers who were not favored by policies at the time still wanted 
to change their hukou, the reasons for this are worth documenting so to inform future policies.

The analysis of migrant workers in the manufacturing industry emerging in this paper 
is consistent with most of the results of previous research. The use of machine learning 
techniques allows us to estimate the best sampling possibilities under a limited sample size 
and to find the most effective way to model citizenship intention. We also attempted to provide 
an analytical strategy (e.g. stepwise selection, cross-validation, bootstrapping) that other 
researchers interested in this area could use and expand on in future research. 

The number of interviews is small, and it is debatable whether the relevant phenomena 
found in this study can be extended to all social groups. But regardless, its content, in tandem 
with quantitative analysis, proves that children’s education and buying a house impact on 
the intention of acquiring hukou. Migrant workers realized that obtaining citizenship can 
represent a further step into integration. Although obtaining citizenship together with family 
members may be the common goal, interview transcripts2 also show that hukou is a personal 
experience that approaches a legal status; furthermore, migrant workers mainly use citizenship 
in exchange for the education of their children. Interviews also revealed variables that might 
be added to future research designs, such as:

•	 perception of migrant workers (welcome/not welcome); 
•	 forecasts of the local economic outlook (for their job opportunities); 
•	 non-agricultural work experience; 
•	 predictions of their hometown’s development prospects. 

These can help us better understand the willingness of migrant workers to move their 
hukou or place of residence.

On the policy side, future hukou policies should consider: 
•	 fairness of the welfare of new migrants;
•	 convenience of documentation procedures related to hukou migration; 
•	 a vision statement for local development (especially education and employment 

opportunities). 

In terms of policy advocacy, external policies should target relatively underdeveloped areas, 
whereas internal policies should focus on people who already have some local experience, are 
married and have children. The promotion of hukou migration should be accompanied by the 
promotion of housing (tax-free or low-interest loans), child education (qualified to local public 
compulsory education), and individual job opportunities (priority employment program for 
potential migrants). In addition, concerns exist among locals and non-locals that the influx 
of new migrants will dilute the dividends that locals would otherwise receive in local joint-
stock enterprises. The relevant central and local authorities should address these concerns by 
explaining the tax and welfare policies for both locals and new migrants.

2 Available upon request.
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Introduction

The modern technocratic world radically changes the human optics of world perception, 
immerses a representative of Homo Sapiens in a virtual space, which, in part, becomes the 
Procrustean bed – a trap for an overly trusting, uncritical consciousness. Human being gradually 
rationalized almost all areas of his life maximizing Cartesian way of thinking “I think, therefore 
I am”. Processes of rationalization of the world led to actively using different technologies, 
which began to build a new, more global and, at first glance, imperceptible, system of total 
dependence on the artificial world imperceptibly for a human. Today, the majority of people 
perceive the surrounding reality through the prism of their own monitor screen. This situation 
refracts the focus of our perception, distorts and bends the “face” of true reality in depend on 
many factors, regardless of a person’s desire. We all seem to live in the “kingdom of distorted 
mirrors”, where almost every individual has their own point of view, actually, a subjective 
perception of the surrounding reality. This way of perceiving reality gives rise to the idea of the 
existence of an infinite number of parallel universes, which may never intersect.

Philosophical technocratism of the art project “Refraction of Reality”

Oksana Chepelyk’s art project “Refraction of Reality” gives spectators the opportunity 
to experience this total dependence on virtual universes, total immersion in the dense web of 
technocratic reality as much as possible. Such a reality is no longer completely clear, especially 
it is not clear where human activities and movement begin, and where they end, and whether 
they exist at all. It is no coincidence that the author this project uses the term “refraction”, 
which is used in various fields of science for designation of a diffraction, curvature, shifting the 
focus of perception. It is not by chance that the author this project uses the term “refraction”, 
which is used in various fields of science for designation of a diffraction, curvature, shifting the 
focus of perception. In the context of the mentioned art project, a refraction seems to become 
a metaphor for a distorted perception of reality, which acquires more signs of simulativeness 
than authenticity. It is no coincidence that such an idea of confusion, non-obviousness appears 
in front of whoever perceives in the form of an innovative author’s object, which is, without 
exaggeration, the center of the exhibition space. Oksana Chepelyk extremely skillfully visualize 
the endless virtual labyrinth and the mind-boggling delusion of the Mobius strip into which 
modern person enters. Her large-scale installation seems to be frozen in the air in the large space 
of the exhibition hall of the Korsakiv Museum of Modern Ukrainian Art. The art-installation 
is placed in the rays of video projections, it gives the impression of an illusory veil of Maya, 
which hide the true reality from eyes of spectators.  It seems, our dreams are unfolding in front 
of our eyes, they are fusing into a single whole the space of the conscious and the unconscious, 
the virtual and the real, the fictional and the genuine. When the light goes out, the beams of 
the projectors cut through the darkness with a powerful flow of visual information. Thus, 
the installation structure organically fits into the space of the viewer’s imagination, who also 
begins to wander through the ghostly, seductive labyrinths of the artificial world. Is it a trap? 
Can we say, developing Ernst Cassirer’s view, that it is a natural stage of the transformation 
of the symbolic world, which is a product of only human consciousness, which builds a 
powerful “Rubicon” between its being and the natural world? Or can we think symbolic world 
henceforth like something completely artificial, virtual? Are we still dealing with phantasms, 
hollow simulacra, which were mercilessly condemned by Jean Baudrillard? He, in contrast to 
Gilles Deleuze, did not consider the simulacrum like a discrepancy with reality, a dissimilarity 
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to it, but viewed it as an empty sign that does not indicate any reality at all. “It is no longer 
a question of imitation, nor duplication, nor even parody. It is a question of substituting the 
signs of the real for the real, that is to say of an operation of deterring every real process via its 
operational double, a programmatic, metastable, perfectly descriptive machine that offers all 
the signs of the real and short circuits all its vicissitudes. (…) To simulate is to feign to have 
what one does not have” (Baudrillard, 1994: 2-3) According to Baudrillard, simulacra displace 
true authentical reality in modern culture, they capture all cultural spheres like metastases. The 
emergence of simulacra does not happen suddenly, this process goes through several stages, 
during which there is a change of three orders of simulacra. French philosopher described 
the specifics of transformation of simulacrum in his work “Symbolic exchange and death”. 
Baudrillard considered contemporary art is a space of simulacra, which is a logical product 
of contemporary consumer culture. All artistic forms are now an artificial repetition and banal 
exploitation of everything, what already was earlier and was constituted the living body of 
culture. According to the opinion of the philosopher, the problem of contemporary art lies in its 
betrayal of the principle of reflection of true reality in favor of creation a space of hyperreality, 
the emergence of which means the death of art as such. This applies primarily to the field of 
visual arts, which is almost completely supplanted by the technological innovations. Baudrillard 
noticed in his work “The Transparency of Evil” that “art has disappeared as a symbolic pact, 
as something thus clearly distinct from that pure and simple production of aesthetic values, 
that proliferation of sign ad infinitum, that recycling of past and present form, which we call 
`culture`” (Baudrillard, 2009: 15). Baudrillard categorically did not accept the cooperation 
of art with any new technologies because they lead to the fact that the principle of reality is 
renounced and the principle of indifference is supported by the viewer. Any hyperreality is 
the realm of simulacra, it is the death of art in which the soul dies, because only technological 
capabilities are needed for its creation, not an inspiration and a genius.

According to J. Deleuze, “if we say of the simulacrum that is a copy of copy, an infinitely 
degraded icon, an infinitely loose resemblance, we then miss the essential, that is, the difference 
in nature between simulacrum and copy, or the aspect by which they form the two halves of a 
single division the copy is an image endowed with resemblance, the simulacrum is an image 
without resemblance” (Deleuze, 1990: 257). Art, according to French philosopher has always 
been determined by a concentration and a focus on the reflection of the real experience. It is 
transformed in modern works into a space of total experimentation, appears like a chaos, a 
phantasm, where the simulacrum becomes the dominant “actor”. “The impression of death, 
of the rupture or dismembering of life, is explained by the amplitude of the forced movement 
which carries them along. Thus, the conditions of real experience and the structure of the 
work of art are reunited: divergence of series; decentering of circles; constitution of the chaos 
which envelops them, internal resonance and movement of amplitude; the aggression of the 
simulacra” (Deleuze, 1990: 261). The space of art becomes an arena for the realization of 
the Freudian unconscious and Nietzschean Dionysianism, which burst out and throw off the 
masks. This is the result of the process of eternal return, which leads to the assertion of the 
total power of chaos as a result of the destruction of the myth. In this way, Deleuze removes 
the need to address the reality, which is refuted and undermined by the establishment of the 
power of the simulacrum.

Despite this kind of criticism, we understand that only time will allow us understanding 
perspective of improvement the technologies in deferent spheres of human life, gradually 
opening new horizons of vision of a new existence of a person in the world of new technologies.
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In contrast to the radical demonization of the latest technologies by Baudrillard, M. 
McLuhan has high expectations for modern audiovisual media, thanks to which, it is possible 
to overcome the Gutenbergian fragmentation of the oral culture and the ear culture. The 
fragmentation of culture became dominant after the creation of the alphabet and the spread 
of writing, which cut off harmony syncretic-mythological inseparability of the pre-literate ear 
culture and led to the dominance of visuality. The media becomes connection links between 
fractions of culture in the modern age, which for McLuhan was marked by the dominance of 
electricity, and today is marked by electronics and the latest information technologies. The 
media combines visuality and audiality in the system of audiovisual culture, which attracts into 
its space all the communicative possibilities of scientific achievements. The emergence of the 
“global village”, which was predicted by McLuhan even before the discovery of the Internet, 
also creates new conditions for the restoration of the multidimensional perception of the world 
and the emergence of a new symbolic reality of modern tribal culture under the influence of 
the latest media. “That is only the East-side story, for the electric implosion now brings oral 
and tribal ear-culture to the literate West. Not only does the visual, specialist, and fragmented 
Westerner have now to live in closest daily association with all the ancient oral cultures of the 
earth, but his own electric technology now begins to translate the visual or eye man back into 
the tribal and oral pattern with its seamless web of kinship and interdependence” (McLuhan, 
2013: 52).

In our opinion, certain practices of media art – media installations, media performances, net 
art, etc. – continue to use the techniques of classical visual arts. So, in a certain way they become 
a logical continuation of the evolution of fine art, although they have significant innovative 
differences. Thus, media art becomes the basis for the creation of a new symbolic reality. The 
need for derationalization of art, which was practically devoid of a sensual component due 
to conceptual justification during the second half of the 20th century, is embodied in media 
practices by a holistic reunion of sensory and mental perception within the limits of a new 
media-symbolic reality. It is the need to return to the spiritual and symbolic dimensions leads 
to their rebirth in technocratic reality. As E. Davis notes in his work “TechGnosis: Myth, 
Magic, and Mysticism in the Information Age,” spiritual reality is not something that comes 
down to us from somewhere above. We reveal it to ourselves through our symbols, rituals, 
and acts of communication. And since cyberspace embodies and expands our mind, which 
produces symbols, it can mediate the sacred communication of people with each other, as well 
as the divine parts of ourselves, that we address in this space (Devis, 2015).

According to M. Dery, total rationalization, the process of which was launched during the 
Age of Enlightenment, could not displace the need for the irrational and sacral, which was 
embodied in the mystification of technology and the birth of techno-paganism, cyberdelic 
subcultures, etc. in the situation of the postmodern “death of God”. The esoteric knowledge 
and arcane terminology, which are associated with computing, gives it an almost religious 
status in a world, which is increasingly depend on digital technology. The death of God meant 
the emergence of a new theology – the theology of technology for the “laity” (Dery, 1997).

In our opinion, such a symbolic humanization of both cyberspace and the sphere of 
media art within virtual boundaries (net art) and beyond them (media installations, video 
art, etc.) does not exclude acts of human faith into the existence of the transcendent with 
the help of technological techniques. That is what audience encounters in the art projects by 
Oksana Chepelyk. The artist tries to visualize in her media work “Meta-physical time-space” 
the process of internal activity of human consciousness, its ability to generate symbols and 
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produce internal meanings. The processes of symbol formation appear before a spectator in 
the kaleidoscopic dynamics of the transformation of the surrounding world, which breaks up 
into fragments and twists into a video maelstrom of symbolic and geometric forms. Another 
spatial installation by the artist “Portal. Neural network” also illustrates the complexity of 
the structure of the human brain, which, unlike the animal world, is capable of generating 
a symbolic reality. This reality creates a unique, original world of human culture since the 
beginning of time. These two works by Oksana are a very successful attempt to demonstrate 
and visualize the mental processes of the “birth” of symbols, which a spectator cannot see, but 
can only imagine with the help of the artist’s creative imagination.

Corporeality and the latest technologies

Today, even human body ceases to be part of only the natural world. Apocalyptic predictions 
like “Terminator”, radical forecasts of transhumanists, new breakthroughs in the scientific 
and technical fields and medicine, totally transform the body image of a modern person. On 
the one hand, the body acquires additional possibilities for survival (different prostheses and 
implants, artificial organs, etc.), and on the other hand, technologies bring closer and closer 
human being to the emergence of a new being, which is increasingly becoming a part of the 
artificial world rather than the natural. Bloody wars, mutilations, human tragedies which lead to 
transformation of the body, were reflected in Oksana Chepelik’s painting series “Post-human” 
within art project “Refraction of Reality”. The artist depicts her characters with prostheses, 
and that, however, does not prevent these people from being active, full thirst for life, against 
all the odds. In the same context, premature babies in incubators are also depicted. They get 
their chance at life thanks to new technological advances in the field of medicine, which 
significantly prolong the life of a modern person, compared to past times, and give chances of 
survival of those who previously did not have they under any circumstances. Thus, medical 
technologies are common good, despite all the nuances of our critical attitude towards they.

Modern media researcher Neil Postman points out, that technology gives something and 
technology takes away something (Postman, 2011). When we calculate effects, it is always 
necessary to understand what we get more – a result with a “plus” sign or with a “minus” sign. 
It is no coincidence that the images of babies, who are fed centrally through artificial tubes, 
become a certain personification of the universal “connection” of a person to the global system 
of manipulative technologies. This process starts from birth a baby and thanks to technologies 
will and desires of human being are totally joined to a well-thought-out scheme of world 
control. So, technologies give a new possibility and technologies take away a freedom. They 
increasingly invade the territory of human personal space, to use a phrase of Erich Fromm, 
imperceptibly taking away a freedom in exchange for a security. Person becomes an obedient 
blind man, who follows a guide to an abyss, like in Bruegel’s famous painting. Unlike Bruegel’s 
blind people, modern people are equipped with new gadgets and technologies in the spirit of 
the times. Unfortunately, these gadgets are unable to save completely people from a fatal fall. 

Maybe everything is not so tragic? Maybe we succumbed to Baudrillard’s charms and 
total pessimism also distorted the real optics of our perception of the reality? Where to look 
for the truth now, when we do not know what is the true reality today? What and where is a 
natural or an artificial world, a virtual or real space? We can ask a young person, where does 
he or she feel better, what is the real space for him or her? We think the answer no longer 
shocks us; we intuitively predict their choice. And just as Laocoon and his sons died trying 
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to warn the Trojans about the danger, so our prophetic premonitions about the reverse side of 
technologies are most likely doomed to perish. Oksana Chepelyk depicts in her work the image 
of the ancient character twisting to a deadly funnel of distorted reality. The artist reflects on a 
heartbreaking dilemma – how not to lose yourself in the extremely complex, transformed and 
sometimes unreal world of manipulative technologies. How to preserve the ability for critical 
thinking, how to use only the positive aspects of scientific and technological progress without 
falling into delusion and avoiding numerous temptations. Oksana Chepelyk constantly seems 
to walk on a razor’s edge, actively uses the latest media technologies in her works, presenting 
them in numerous foreign art projects. At the same time, she entirely understands the danger 
of crossing a shaky boundary – a border between herself and rest of the world, which blurs the 
line between the human, the natural and the artificial dimension of life.

We are reflecting on these questions together with the author of art project, and by that 
we powerfully actualize our own critical thinking, direct its efforts to the most transparent 
analysis of the situation in which we find ourselves. This situation is complicated by the war, 
the COVID-19 pandemic, and it inevitably leads to the process of maximally narrowing human 
rights and freedoms in favor of the principle of total control and manipulation, which based on 
universal fear. Human wanderings in the technocratic labyrinth continue, but still people hope 
to see the light at the end of the tunnel which will lead they to a space of balanced existence of 
a natural and an artificial, a real and a virtual, a human and a technocratic world.

Conclusions

Thus, the research of Oksana Chepelyk’s work gives us the opportunity to draw the 
following conclusions:

1. The modern technocratic world radically changes the optics of human perception of the 
surrounding reality. In contrast to the past linear perception of time, the concept of multiplicity 
of vectors of possible development of events emerges. All this affects the character of human 
life, as well as the specifics of modern creativity.

2. Oksana Chepelyk’s art project “Refraction of reality” becomes an artistic reaction to the 
technocratization of the surrounding world. The concept of “refraction” becomes a metaphor 
for a distorted perception of the reality, which acquires more signs of simulativeness than 
authenticity.

3. An analysis of the positions of both radical critics of the latest technologies and their 
supporters is carried out. J. Baudrillard and J. Deleuze’s approach is presented through the 
prism of the principle of functioning and essence of simulacra in modern culture. In contrast 
to their critical position, another view is demonstrated, which is connected with M. McLuhan, 
E. Davis and M. Dery, who try to find the most optimal way for the coexistence of technology 
and modern person.

4. It is noted that Oksana Chepelyk’s art project “Post-human” demonstrates the influence 
of the latest technologies directly on the human body, which partly combines both natural 
and artificial elements (for example, prostheses). Their use is aimed at facilitating the lives of 
people with injuries and disabilities and this is a positive side of the latest technologies.

5. Based on the statement of N. Postman, the authors also come to the conclusion that the 
latest technologies both give and take away. And it is incredibly important for a person to be 
aware of all the pros and cons of such interaction.
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Pasichnik, Oleksandr and Eugene Piletsky (2022) Religious Symbolism in the Cinema: 
“One Hour Photo.” Future Human Image, Volume 18, 35-41. https://doi.org/10.29202/fhi/18/4

This study aims to identify religious symbols in the film (One Hour Photo) directed by Mark Romanek 
in 2002. The object of the study is the film “One Hour Photo” directed by Mark Romanek (2002); 
the subject is the religious symbolism contained in it. The scientific novelty lies in the fact that, for 
the first time, this film has been examined to identify religious symbolism. In the image of the main 
character, Seymour Parrish, some features are characteristic of the Demiurge-Yahweh in the ideas of 
the early Christian Gnostics. Being separated from his “mother”, the Aeon of Sophia, the Demiurge 
feels his imperfection. Similarly, Seymour, being a lonely person, misses his mother. He creates his own 
“world” in the form of photographs of the Yorkin family, just as the Demiurge shows both mercy and 
anger towards his “wards.” Just like the Demiurge-Yahweh, he punishes the “chosen” family, which he 
considers his own. The superhero toy Evangelion, shown in one of the episodes, symbolizes the deity’s 
punishing aspect. One of its attributes is a sword and a sword’s analog in the scene of punishment of 
“sinners” is the knife with which Seymour threatens Will and Maya. The punishment for Will Yorkin is 
caused precisely by his adultery, which in the texts of the Old Testament is often compared to the betrayal 
of his god. The biblical epiphany of the Demiurge-Yahweh is often reminiscent of the tornado (“the cloud 
pillar”) shown after the scene of Seymour’s punishment of the adulterers. The punishment itself contains 
several components. First, he erases Will’s face from the photos on the stand in his room. Second, he 
breaks into the hotel room where the lovers are and snaps a camera, forcing them to pose naked in love 
scenes. This is reminiscent of the biblical episode of the expulsion from the paradise of Adam and Eve.
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The final shot of the film is Seymour’s fantasy, where he imagines a photo of himself and the Yorkins as 
one family. This symbolizes the restoration of the original harmony marred by Will Yorkin’s “sin.”

Keywords: One Hour Photo, Seymour Parrish, gnosticism, Demiurge, early Christianity, religious 
symbolism, cinema, sin, punishment, sword
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Introduction

Religious symbolism is widely represented in modern mass culture, in particular, in cinema. 
This article continues several our previous studies aimed at identifying religious symbolism 
in cinema.

The object of this study is the film “One Hour Photo” directed by Mark Romanek (2002); 
the subject is the religious symbolism contained in it.

The scientific novelty lies in the fact that, for the first time, this film is being examined to 
identify religious symbols.

The methodology chosen for this study is a comparative analysis that involves the 
selection of religious symbols in the film “One Hour Photo.” In the research text, the time of 
the referenced episode is indicated in the format [1:08:10], which means “one hour, eighth 
minute, and tenth second of the film.” References to the Bible are presented in a generally 
accepted format. Separately, we note that the question “whether the authors of the artistic work 
consciously invested religious symbols in their creation and why they did it” is not considered 
in this study; we consider the religious symbols present in the film, in the form in which they 
are. We also methodologically relied on Fryderyk Kwiatkowski’s research on the influence of 
Gnostic ideas on modern cinema (Kwiatkowski, 2018).

Now the plot of the film. The main character, Seymour “Sy” Parrish, an elderly single 
man, works as a photo technician in a photo lab. The meaning of his life is to work in one of 
the shopping centres. It should be noted that he is a high-level specialist who sincerely cares 
about the quality of service. His clients include the Yorkin family: Will Yorkin, Nina Yorkin 
and their son Jake Yorkin. Over the years, Seymour studied the life of this family well through 
photographs, and in his way, became attached to them (in his fantasies, he considers himself a 
member of the Yorkin family). When difficulties arise in the lives of the Yorkins (Will cheats 
on his wife with a mistress), Parrish decides to intervene. Compositionally, the film “One Hour 
Photo” is built as a story-reflection-confession of the main character in the interrogation room 
at the police station. It is symbolic that everything begins with a photo (the police take a photo 
of Seymour) and the film also ends with a frame with a photo.

Seymour Parrish as Demiurge

The first association that comes to mind when watching the film is the parallel between 
Seymour Parrish and the Demiurge as represented in Gnosticism. In contrast to modern 
Christianity, in Gnostic systems, the material world is not a creation of a perfectly good God 
(this is how the Gnostics solved the problem of the presence of evil in the world: the world 
is evil because it was created by an evil deity). Moreover, one of the characteristics that the 
Gnostics attributed to this deity is stupidity: “Stupidity is the power of the Demiurge because 
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he was stupid and unreasonable” (Afonasin, 2002: 339). From the point of view of the early 
Christian Gnostics, the Demiurge is an imperfect god-creator of the world, who creates matter 
and imprisons souls in material bodies. Interesting in this context is the episode when the film 
shows a stand with photographs of the Yorkin family collected by Seymour Parrish [17:40]. 
For archaic peoples (for example, the Indians of North America) a photo literally means “the 
soul theft,” and it is believed that the soul can be imprisoned in the image.

In the context of the soul, it is worth mentioning another religious symbol displayed in the 
film – Seymour Parrish’s pet hamster in a wheel [15:12]. Nowadays, this image (a squirrel or 
other small animal in a wheel that spins due to its running) is associated primarily with Eastern 
religions (“the wheel of Samsara”). However, it should be noted that the idea of transmigration 
of souls is also present in Gnosticism. Souls who have not learned the truth are doomed to 
endlessly reincarnate in the material world (for example, Afonasin, 2002: 41-42).

In Gnostic texts (for example, the Apocrypha of John, Pistis Sophia), the Demiurge 
(designated by the name Yaldabaoph) comes from the Aeon of Sophia (Afonasin, 2002: 311). 
“He didn’t even know his Mother and that’s why he thought he was alone” (Afonasin, 2002: 
330). It is worth noting that the Demiurge is understood by Gnostics as a solitary being who 
subconsciously guesses the existence of a pleroma – a collection of higher (relative to him) 
Aeons – emanations of the supreme God (that is why the rule “not to worship other gods” is 
constantly proclaimed in the Old Testament (for example Ex. 23:24; Josh. 23:16; Judg. 10:13, 
etc.)). Interestingly, in the film, Seymour’s superior (boss), Bill Owens, tells him: “Sy, let me 
try and explain something to you one more time. You need to take another look at your place 
on the food chain. These aren’t your customers, they are Save-Mart’s customers” [22:20], 
that is, indicates his place in the hierarchy. In the context of “the lost mother”, we can cite an 
episode from the film when Seymour, while at the “flea market”, looks through old photos, 
and, finds a black and white photo of a woman he does not know, buys it [27:35], and then, 
during conversations with Nina Yorkin claims that this is a photo of his mother, who died 
[38:50]. The main character has a hard time experiencing his loneliness, he hides from this 
loneliness behind fictions and fantasies. In one of the scenes at the end of the film, during the 
interrogation, Seymour tells the police detective: “But I’m guessing by your answer and that 
ring on your finger that you are [a family man]. And that makes you a very fortunate man” 
[1:21:00]. Interestingly, looking at old photographs, the main character reflects: “And if these 
pictures have anything important to say to future generations, it’s this: I was here, I existed” 
[27:05-24]. Similarly, Yahweh says about himself: “And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I 
AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you” 
(Ex. 3:14; also about this: Hos. 12:5; Matt. 6:9; Matt. 16:17; Luke 11:2; John 8:58 and others).

In general, in Gnosticism, the Demiurge was perceived as an “evil god”, creating an 
imperfect and sinful world of matter, and, as a rule, was associated with the Old Testament 
Yahweh or with Satan (depending on the situation). In this regard, we can recall the apt 
characterization with which Yahweh-Demiurge was “awarded” by British religious scholar 
James Frazer: “a hot-tempered but essentially good deity” (Frazer, 1918)). This ambivalence 
of the main character in the film is shown very well through the use of colours – in moments 
when Seymour is in a positive mood, he is depicted in a blue and white uniform, which 
symbolizes the colours of the sky [e.g. 4:35]. But in the episode when he learns about adultery 
in the Yorkin family and intends to teach the “sinners”, in his opinion, Will and his mistress, 
Parrish has shown in red, hellish colours (this scene takes place in a photo lab, so to achieve 
such a sharp change in visual images was not difficult at all) [49:10]. It can also be mentioned 
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that the red colour is associated with blood, wounds, mortal suffering and purification (Cirlot, 
1962), which fits well within the logic of subsequent events.

Gnostic-Christian symbolism

Another hint of the Gnostic-Christian symbolism of the film is the episode in the 
supermarket when Seymour Parrish asks Jake about the toy he is holding in his hands, and the 
following dialogue takes place between them: “What do you have there? – Evangelion. – Neon 
Genesis Evangelion… Wow, what does he do? – Well… He is a good guy. He can fly, and he 
has a silver sword that can kill bad guys. – Really? – Yeah. And he’s 60 feet tall” [25: 25-43]. 
In this regard, we can mention one of the descriptions of the Demiurge, which in this case is 
identified with Sabaoth, one of the biblical names of the god: “Sabaoth looks, as some say, like 
a donkey, while others compare him to a pig, which is why the Jews do not eat pork... when 
leaving this world, souls fly past him, and those who do not possess “knowledge” ... cannot 
bypass. However, in reality, he looks like a dragon” (Afonasin, 2002: 49). A toy depicting a 
superhero does indeed resemble a dragon (in the aesthetic of the Japanese anime subculture, 
of course) (the image of the dragon in the Bible – see Miller, 2019). As for the sword, very 
often in biblical texts (which were undoubtedly used by the Gnostics as well), this image is 
used to show the wrath and punishment of God: “And I will bring a sword upon you, that shall 
avenge the quarrel of my covenant: and when you are gathered together within your cities, I 
will send pestilence among you; and ye shall be delivered into the hand of the enemy” (Lev. 
26:25); “If I wield my glittering sword, and my hand take hold on judgment; I will render 
vengeance to my enemies, and will reward them that hate me” (Deut. 32:41); “For my sword 
shall be bathed in heaven: behold, it shall come down upon Idumea, and upon the people of 
my curse, to judgment. The sword of the LORD is filled with blood, it is made fat with fatness, 
and with the blood of lambs and goats, with the fat of the kidneys of rams: for the LORD hath 
a sacrifice in Bozrah, and a great slaughter in the land of Idumea.” (Isa. 34:5-6; also, about the 
sword: Jer. 12:12; Jer. 47:6; Ezek. 21:4 and others). Later, the knife in the hands of Seymour 
Parrish, with which he threatens the adulterers Will and Maya, will be associated with such a 
punishing sword (on the interpretation of the sword among early Christians: Croy, 2019). Well, 
the very word “Evangelion” (the name of the Japanese anime series), derived from the Greek 
“euangélion,” is used in the New Testament in the sense of “good news.”

Just as, according to the Old Testament, Yahweh chooses Abraham’s family and cares for 
them (“God’s chosen people”), so does Seymour Parrish choose the Yorkin family. He feels 
his kinship with them and fantasizes that he lives with them as one family [21:35, 29:26 et 
seq.]; during a conversation with Nina he directly says: “You know, I almost feel like Uncle 
Sy” [37:25], likewise in a conversation with a waitress, Seymour shows a photo of the Yorkins, 
claiming that this is his family [11:30] (It is interesting that Yahweh also appears related to 
Israel in some prophets: “When Israel was a child, then I loved him, and called my son out of 
Egypt” (Hos. 11:1)).

The turning point in the life of Seymour Parrish was the coincidence of two events – his 
dismissal from work and the fact that he accidentally learned about Will Yorkin’s adultery. 
First, for numerous violations (the most significant of them is the discrepancy between the 
number of printed photos and the number of sold ones, which is not surprising because the 
viewer already knows that the extra photos went to the stand in Parrish’s apartment). It is also 
interesting, in the context of religious symbolism, the Parrish’s violation: “Three disposable 
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cameras to customers on their birthday! That must’ve been your bright idea. Sure as sh** isn’t 
company policy “ [42:25] – perhaps a veiled allusion to the three Abrahamic religions. The 
main character is fired, and this fact negatively affects his state of mind (he coolly and formally 
accepts a new order from Nina Yorkin and, later, even cries in despair [46:22]). Next, Seymour 
finds evidence in Maya Burson’s photos of her affair with Will Yorkin [48:26]. It is interesting 
that in the Old Testament, some prophets equated serving “other gods” with adultery: “For of 
old time I have broken thy yoke, and burst thy bands; and thou saidst, I will not transgress; 
when upon every high hill and under every green tree thou wanderest, playing the harlot.” (Jer. 
2:20; also on this topic: Jer. 3:1-3; Ezek. 16:15-34; Ezek. 23:1-21) and is punishable by death 
(Deut. 13:6-10). So, Seymour perceives this fact as a personal insult and decides to punish 
adulterers. He slips a photo of Maya and Will together into a package with Nina Yorkin’s 
order. On the way from work, he steals a knife from a supermarket (the knife/sword was 
discussed above) [51:49], then follows Nina’s car until she sees the photos he planted [54:00]. 
In the evening, while at home, Seymour is watching TV, while there is a movie (stylistically 
very similar to “Star Trek”), where one of the characters says: “The universe grows smaller 
every day. There must be security for all, or no one is secure. It is no concern of ours how you 
run your own planet. But if you threaten to extend your violence, this Earth of yours will be 
reduced to a burned-out cinder. Now we do not pretend to have achieved perfection. But we 
do have a system, and it works. Your choice is simple: join us and live in peace or pursue your 
present course and face obliteration. We shall be waiting for your answer. The decision rests 
with you” [55:40-56:25]. Obviously, the decisions that Parrish makes afterwards indicate that 
he perceives himself as the “ruler of the planet”, as a god who must punish the “sinners”: Will 
and Maya. Seymour has a dream in which his eyes explode, he wakes up and decides on his 
next steps regarding the adulterers [57:10]. It is interesting that the symbolism of the eyes, 
before which there should be no sinful acts, is also present in the Old Testament. In particular, 
Yahweh addresses the Jewish people: “Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your 
doings from before mine eyes; cease to do evil” (Isa. 1:16).

Of all the Yorkin family photos on the stand, he erases Will’s face [57:46]. In Parrish’s 
photo-world, this is equivalent to destruction (we can recall how in the Old Testament Yahweh 
destroys whole groups of sinners – for example, the inhabitants of the cities of Sodom and 
Gomorrah (Gen. 19:24-25), the same applies to individual violators of the Law: “... that soul 
shall be cut off from his people; he hath broken my covenant” (Gen. 17:14; also about this: 
Ex. 30:33; Lev. 7:20-27; Lev. 23:29; Num. 15:30-31; Ps. 36:28 and others)). As a result, the 
series of Seymour’s actions (in his intention to take revenge on Will) becomes known to the 
police (they find a stand with photographs in Parrish’s apartment in which the adulterer’s face 
is erased [1:03:55]), and the police, not knowing how he plans to do it, trying to get in the way. 
Seymour tracks down Will and Maya at the hotel where they are staying for adultery and tricks 
him into knowing the room where they are. Pretending to be a hotel employee delivering food 
to the room, Parrish breaks into the hotel room where the lovers are [1:9:14]. Threatening with 
a knife, he forces them to pose in the nude, while he clicks the camera. Even earlier, Seymour 
compares the photos to the gunshots [58:45], so it’s safe to say that Will and Maya are in his 
crosshairs. As the photo shoot ends, the next shot shows Nina and Jake at home, under police 
guard, waiting for news about Will and watching TV showing a tornado [1:12:40]. It is worth 
noting that the pillar of the cloud is one of the variants of the appearance of Yahweh in the Old 
Testament, in particular, during the exit of the Jews from Egyptian captivity: “And the angel of 
God, which went before the camp of Israel, removed and went behind them; and the pillar of 
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the cloud went from before their face, and stood behind them” (Ex. 14:19; also: Ex. 33:9-10; 
Neh. 9:19).

Having finished his work, he goes to his room and stays there for some time, thinking about 
what he experienced [1:13:00]. At this time, police officers arrive at the hotel, and Seymour tries 
to escape from them. Among the places he passes through, it is worth noting a conference hall 
in which ophthalmological problems are discussed, in particular, the speaker says “The retinal 
implant is a microelectronic prosthesis that can reverse the effects of retinal degeneration” 
[1:15:28-31]. This episode logically ends with Seymour’s dream (where his eyes explode in 
the dream), if the loss of vision occurred in the dream, then here it is a symbolic restoration. 
The next moment during the escape (that is also worth noting) is Parrish running down the 
multi-level parking lot (with the path he runs in a spiral) [1:16:00 onwards]. Already at the exit, 
he is stopped by the police [1:17:19], while the photographer says, “I was just taking pictures.” 
At this time, a police officer finds Maya Burson and Will Yorkin in the room, [1:17:50] and it 
turns out that they are alive, although upset, and that Seymour has not done anything with them 
other than taking pictures. In general, this episode resembles the expulsion from paradise of 
Adam and Eve: “And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked, 
and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves aprons” (Gen. 3:7). It is obvious that 
the experience was for them an “exile” from the paradise of their relationship, and most likely, 
they will not return to it. Will Yorkin returns to his family [1:19:09], and apparently, his wife 
forgives him.

Later, during the interrogation, Seymour tells the detective: “Will Yorkin had had it all, 
and he threw it all away. He’s not a good father” [1:22:34-56]. It turns out that Parrish was not 
taking pictures of Will and Maya; he was just faking it by clicking the camera, he used film to 
take pictures of completely neutral things – plumbing fixtures and household items in the room 
he was filming [1:23:29]. The detective leaves Seymour Parrish in the room, and he fantasizes 
about the photo of him with the Yorkin family, which is the last shot of the film [1:25:00].

Conclusions

As conclusions, we note the following. In the image of the main character Seymour Parrish, 
we have a number of features characteristic of the Demiurge-Yahweh in the manifestations of 
the early Christian Gnostics. Being separated from his “mother”, the Aeon of Sophia, the 
Demiurge feels his imperfection. Similarly, Seymour, being a lonely person, misses his mother 
(and even buys an old photo of a woman at a flea market to later claim that it is his mother). He 
creates his own “world” in the form of photos of the Yorkin family, just as the Demiurge shows 
either mercy (in the film it is symbolized by white and blue colours) or anger (red colour) in 
relation to his “wards.” The hamster in the wheel, Seymour’s pet, symbolizes the doom of 
souls to the cycle of births in the material world. Just like the Demiurge-Yahweh, he punishes 
the “chosen” family, which he considers his own. The superhero toy Evangelion, which is 
shown in one of the episodes, symbolizes the punishing aspect of the deity, one of its attributes 
is a sword. The analogue of this sword (in the scene of the punishment of “sinners”) is the knife 
with which Seymour threatens Will and Maya.

It is clear that the punishment for Will Yorkin is caused precisely by his adultery, which in 
the texts of the Old Testament is often compared to the betrayal of his god. The decision that 
Will and his mistress should be punished, Seymour makes while watching a scene from the 
“Star Trek” movie (“There must be security…”, the main character perceives himself as the 
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“god” of his “small planet,” that is, the Yorkin family. And thus, Seymour can show mercy or 
punish his wards.

The biblical epiphany of the Demiurge-Yahweh is often reminiscent of the tornado 
(“pillar of cloud”) shown after the scene of Seymour’s punishment of the adulterers. The 
punishment itself contains several components. First, he erases Will’s face from photos on 
the wall in the room. Second, he breaks into a hotel room, where he finds the lovers and snaps 
a camera (as it turns out later, he was faking shooting), forcing them to pose naked in love 
scenes. This is reminiscent of the biblical episode of the expulsion from the paradise of Adam 
and Eve. The scene where Seymour Parrish is running from the police and walking through 
a conference room where ophthalmological achievements are being demonstrated is symbol 
of his return to reality (as opposed to the episode, when his eyes explode). The final scene of 
the movie is Seymour’s fantasy. He imagines a photo of Yorkin family, where he is a part of 
this idyll. This symbolizes the restoration of the original harmony, ruined by the “sin” of Will 
Yorkin.
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Introduction

By definition war is an extension of politics by other means. Whether we so choose to admit 
COVID-19 has increased its political currency exponentially, at the same-time devaluing the 
guiding principles of humanity by politicians and organisations hell bent on dodging blame 
and holding onto power. So based on this, we are indeed at war. This is World War 3. It is 
mutually assured destruction (MAD) based on a level of apathy second to none.

It’s humanities mea-culpa moment. Years of arrogance, bipartisan politics and an abundance 
of conspiracy theories has us wondering, is there any end in sight for what has become our 
daily fear of the unknown. The quick, global spread of COVID-19 in the first half of 2020 
has constituted a major destabilising event in international affairs. It has infected millions 
of people all around the world and paralysed economic activity as well as shifting social 
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relations. The virus is not the first of its kind; in the last decade alone, it has followed smaller 
outbreaks of a diverse range of viruses such as the swine flu in 2009, and avian influenza in 
2013. Historically, its destructive nature is paralleled by the rate of fatality of the Spanish flu, 
the plague or cholera. With millions of casualties, the intensity and scale of the phenomenon 
makes these outbreaks a risk for the global population. However, the effects of these events go 
well beyond the death of millions of people. In fact, for centuries, pandemics have created fear 
as much as innovation, they have torn states apart and made economies collapse. Investigations 
have proven the significant impact that pandemics have had in history. From a political point of 
view, pandemics have affected international relations, among other aspects of current affairs, 
by causing diplomatic tensions over the (mis)management of the crisis, the effectiveness of the 
containment, and the unequal distribution of resources.

Over the years, health security has become a topic of increasing importance, with outbreaks 
and epidemics such as Ebola and COVID-19 creating a lasting impact on global health. 
Pathogens have been documented throughout history, with one of the most fatal outbreaks 
having occurred with the Black Death in the 14th century, which caused the death of one-third 
of Europe’s population, and the associated Yersinia pestis bacteria linked to the plague is still 
a potential threat today (Janik, et al., 2020: 593). The potential weaponization of pathogens 
and the emergence of bioterrorism as a threat, is of extreme concern, since biologists have 
agreed that the risk-to-reward ratio for those looking to cause harm may make this kind of 
attack particularly attractive (Green, et al., 2019). Infectious diseases are already responsible 
for around a quarter of deaths worldwide, and in 2008 was recorded as being the lead cause 
of death in children under the age of five, making the significance of microbial threat evident 
(NCBI, 2010: 2-3). In contemporary society, where many infectious diseases have been 
defeated through the development of vaccines and sanitation, it is no longer common, at least 
in the industrialised world, to witness the deaths of thousands from outbreaks of typhoid, 
smallpox, measles, or scarlet fever (Adalja, 2016: 7). However, as the most recent COVID-19 
outbreak, has shown us; there is a need to continue to work on prevention, and to recognise 
the possibility of a large-scale outbreak again in the future. Although many types of microbes 
could effectively be manipulated so as to cause catastrophic risk to humans, viruses, and in 
particular RNA viruses, have been identified as those most likely to be utilised in this capacity 
(Johns Hopkins Centre for Health Security, 2018: 14). Johns Hopkins University’s Centre 
for Health Security (2018, p. 14), characterises a high rate of replication and plasticity in 
viruses, and the lack of a broad-spectrum antiviral agent, as contributing factors to heightened 
pandemic risk. Added to this the potential for viruses to be genetically engineered, as has 
been predicted, and the possibility of manufacturing viruses which are antibiotic- and vaccine-
resistant, and it is clear to see how fears of future pandemics are justified. Scientists have 
claimed that the Third World War will be biological, changing the face of warfare and the 
strategies required of military defence (Foley, 2013: 22). Although the COVID-19 pandemic 
is not believed to have come directly from the Wuhan laboratory in China where experiments 
were being conducted on bat coronavirus; the investigation into its origins have highlighted a 
severe lapse in safety and security, which could be exploited by terrorists, or otherwise result 
in theft or accidents which would be just as damaging to human health (Warrell, 2021: 1). If 
the Ebola crisis could have been said to be a warning to the world’s public health sector that 
the threat of a virus of pandemic proportions needed to be realised, then the COVID-19 crisis 
should have been a stark wake-up call to public health officials, whose lack of leadership 
and unpreparedness in the face of a crisis of this scale has brought criticism from the science 
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community (Godlee, 2020: 1). Global health experts have claimed that this crisis has revealed 
serious flaws in public health emergency response and preparedness, as well as a history of 
disinvestment that has resulted in the system’s inability to meet basic needs (Chan, 2020: 2). 

The tremendous strain on public health, and the equally tremendous work of those on the 
frontline of healthcare to defeat this latest pandemic, is testament to the potential on offer with 
the cooperation of the scientific community. It has led to calls for increased cooperation at 
the science-policy-society interface, and for massive improvements in the current way, that 
science and technology are harnessed to meet global challenges (UN, 2020: 1-2). It is hoped 
that lessons from COVID19 will help the world to prepare for the next pandemic, but the scale 
of work that is needed for public health agencies to be able to effectively respond to this kind 
of crisis is unprecedented. Indeed, the threat is itself unprecedented, and even with global 
cooperation from the science community, there will be struggles to keep up with developments 
in healthcare and technology. COVID-19 has shown us that there is a fundamental need to 
change the way that we deal with public health, and has proven that no single country is 
capable of tackling such transnational threats alone. The way forward is through a mediated 
global public health policy, centring around international unity and inclusion, and based upon 
the value and respect for science (Wetter & Gostin, 2021).

How COVID-19 will change the dynamics of Global Conflict

When António Guterres, Secretary-General of the United Nations, called for an immediate 
cessation to all global conflict, his statement made with the best of intentions seemed to 
veil the magnitude of fear and shock that resides in global leaders from whom we have come 
to seek some measure of solice and comfort. This pandemic could further exacerbate regional 
divisions , across all political systems by those who seek financial gain, as well as deepening 
the inequalities and paranoia that drive these conflicts, or it could also be the start of new 
conflicts shaped by the parameters of biological and scientific aggression the likes of which 
this planet has not seen yet.

Global economies are having to grapple with the restructuring of societies that took years to 
build. Many have been left flat-footed by decreasing supply chains, weakened health systems, 
rising unemployment and realignment of human resources that will make normal day-to-day 
jobs redundant. The impending recession cannot be viewed in isolation. Unlike the 2008 crash, 
this pandemic has the potential to resurrect without warning, and to spawn a new wave of 
biological attacks which will certainly cripple the planet, and make any economic recession 
seem like a welcome distraction.

History does not need to repeat itself, but it can rhyme. We need to look no further than the 
Ebola crisis in the DRC. Trying to manage an epidemic within the confines of conflict, creates 
a crisis of confidence seeded by insecurities that leave lasting and lingering consequences. This 
makes the management of epidemics challenging at best and irrelevant at worst. Xenophobic 
currents were already on full display prior to this pandemic, and it amplification seems like 
a real possibility, as nation states will fall prey to tribal politics pitting one against the other. 
In keeping with an isolationist agenda there seems the real possibility that racializing of this 
pandemic will severely undermine any collective response to battle it. We need to look no 
further than comments made by French doctors Dr. Jean-Paul Mira, head of ICU services 
at the Cochin Hospital in Paris, and Camille Locht, research director for France’s National 
Institute of Health and Medical Research. Leaders like this who sow protectionist agendas 
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have already endured the wrath of the WHO who have decried this type of colonial thinking. 
Any reciprocity in thinking will only fuel anger and then conflict.

Sometimes persuading populations with little trust in government or political leaders to 
follow public health directives can be a very difficult task. During the 2014 Ebola outbreak 
in Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone, the virus initially spread rapidly, not only because of the 
weakness of monitoring and evaluation an inadequate health system capacity and response, 
but also because people were sceptical of what their governments were saying or asking them 
to do . The doubts stemmed in part from misinformation and poor advice about the contagion 
from the governments involved but also from recurrent political tensions in a region scarred by 
war in the previous decade. In cases of active conflict, national and international medics and 
humanitarian actors may struggle to get relief to people in need.

The collective responsibility of the World Health Organization (WHO) and international 
NGOs failed to contain an Ebola outbreak in the eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo 
(DRC), despite support from UN peacekeepers, due to violent local militias that blocked 
access to some affected areas. At times, combatants targeted doctors and medical facilities 
themselves. Although the Congolese authorities and WHO apparently succeeded in ending the 
outbreak in recent months, the disease lasted far longer and claimed far many more lives (with 
a confirmed 2,264 fatalities) than would have been the case in a stable area. Security obstacles 
are similarly liable to hamper the COVID-19 response in places where hostilities continue.

The cornucopia of economic and political impacts of COVID-19 will fuel conflict and 
severely hamper an already overburden government and its ability to manage a public health 
crisis. An effective healthcare system must manage duality of emerging threats whilst at the 
same time providing continuous effective healthcare services to its tax-paying citizens. War 
or prolonged unrest, especially when compounded by mismanagement, corruption or foreign 
sanctions, have left health systems ill-prepared for COVID-19. Systems that are already under 
the burden of conflict with find it equally difficult to manage this pandemic, and might have to 
resort to paramilitary organisations for institutional capacity building, which will place a caveat 
on any form of effective governance systems. This will also severely hamper organisation 
like the WHO and CDC from effectively monitoring and evaluating progression of emerging 
diseases in these regions.

According to the WHO, North-Western Syria, around Idlib, and Yemen stand to be the areas 
where a COVID-19 outbreak could be highest. An outbreak Polio in 2013-2014 and Cholera in 
Yemen in 2016 further weakened their health system. Combined Russian and pro Assad forces 
have attacked all medical facilities and led to the displacement of over one million people in 
the last six months alone. Many people fleeing clashes sleep in fields or under trees, and basic 
hygiene and social distancing practices are made impossible by the lack of running water or 
soap as well as cramped living spaces. Delivery of vital test kits has been delayed by weeks. 
Humanitarian workers fear that an outbreak of the disease in Idlib would both overwhelm the 
province’s medical facilities and make it impossible to care for victims of war.

The humanitarian response to this pandemic will increase, however emergency funding 
might very well decrease as conflict regions have to grabble with resource realignment. Life-
saving programmes received about 40% of humanitarian funding within conflict zones and this 
looks to be further reduced.
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Examples

Libya. Tripoli has a government that is backed by the UN. They have pledged roughly 
$300 million to respond to this outbreak. However resource allocation and distribution of skills 
and services to address this need is vague at best. During the war there was a mass exodus of 
medical and scientific expertise and this had caused an already fragile health care system to 
collapse.

Venezuela. An already overburdened health system which has been the recipient of 
generous injections of Chinese and Russian donations, stands to collapse as news of an 
impending US invasion has sparked massive migration across borders and possible spread of 
COVID-19. As nations rush to close borders, illegal migration could see a rise in paramilitary 
involvement and cartels who might see expendable human resource potential as a means to 
keeping illicit activities alive.

Iran. Irans’s lack of transparency with specific reference to monitoring and evaluation 
coupled with international sanctions, has set the stage for an explosion of this disease. This 
in turn could collapse the health system. Fractured loyalties between Sunni and Shia could 
further embolden any influence that ISIS has in the region.

Gaza. After years of isolation, its weakened health system could not meet the demands of 
this dense population. They have as of today 2 documented cases, but the Ministry of Health 
has struggled to find resources and skills necessary to deal with and respond to this pandemic 

Yemen. War since 2015 has decimated what even before was a very weak heath system. 
Over 24 million people already require humanitarian assistance. After de facto authorities 
in the capital city of Sanaa and the internationally recognised government in Aden banned 
international flights to prevent the virus from spreading, international relief teams reduced 
their numbers to essential staff. A COVID-19 outbreak could rapidly overwhelm aid efforts 
and make one of the world’s most serious humanitarian catastrophes even more dire.

Contagion spiking in refugee camps presents a humanitarian disaster unparalled to 
anything we have ever witnessed. Officials at the WHO and UN are concerned about the al-
Holcamp in north-eastern Syria, refuge to over 70,000 people. This camp in the fall of 2019, 
was already “a scene of humanitarian disaster, rampant with disease – its residents lacking 
adequate food, clean water, often cut off entirely from medical services”, leaving its population 
highly vulnerable to COVID-19.

The link between health and security as scientific aggression forms  
new battlefield – (2020: the reinvention of aggression)

The first two weeks of 2020 consisted of the assassination of Qasem Soleimani and the 
downing of Ukraine International Airlines Flight 752, and this gave a sense of dreaded fear, 
that these events were mere appetizers for what was to come. And so 18 months on, those 
fears have been realized, none the wiser as to how best to chart our way out of this pandemic, 
however one thing is for certain, and that is, this pandemic has weakened our global security 
architecture, and if events in Afghanistan do not serve as a reminder, then humanities mea-
culpa moment might be too late. By definition, war is an extension of politics by other means. 
Whether we so choose to admit COVID-19 has increased its political currency exponentially, 
at the same-time devaluing the guiding principles of humanity by politicians and organisations 
hell-bent on dodging blame and holding onto power. So based on this, we are indeed at war. 
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This my friends, is World War 3. It is mutually assured destruction (MAD) based on a level of 
apathy second to none.

The World Health Organization declared COVID-19 a Public Health Emergency of 
International Concern on 30 January 2020. Their reluctance to declare it, speaks to an insouciant 
tone of ignorance, incompetent and mere disregard for the tenants of human survival and 
security for which it is trusted. Even Ebola czar Professor Peter Piot of The London School 
of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine (LSHTM), was left dumfounded, commenting that WHO 
made the declaration too late. The LSHTM and WHO have long enjoyed a rich history of 
collaboration, with many notable alumni serving at the highest levels of the WHO, so his 
comments should be viewed with the impartiality that it deserves. 

So the war wages on, man against virus racing against the clock so that entire populations 
are not wiped from the face of the planet. At the time of writing COVID-19 has claimed the 
lives of 4.55 million people. Could this pandemic be the turning point for global conflicts, or 
could it be the reinvention that we so truly dread. That reinvention was realized with the rapid 
and mind-boggling withdrawal of allied forces from Afghanistan. The technical expertise 
available to the allied forces seemed to have fallen on deaf ears, or were conveniently silent, 
as we watched in horror the rapidity of withdrawal ignorant to the fact that a rapidly mutating 
virus is still in circulation. As the world seems convinced and divided at the same time as to 
the origins of covid, focusing our intense conspiracy desires to everything and anything China 
related, the Russians are certainly enjoying this Schadenfreude moment, which will soon pave 
the way for them, China, Turkey and Pakistan to lead the charge for Taliban legitimacy and 
usher in a new wave of global recognition, the likes of which we have never seen before. If the 
IMF and World Bank have a shared agenda of Taliban reformation, they might be in for the 
shock of their lives. Afghanistan has provided China with a golden opportunity to fulcrum it’s 
expertise and technology to vanguard any South East Asian apparatus.
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That vanguard together with support from Russia, Turkey and Pakistan will clear the way 
for other regional partners to shift away from western alliances and seek audience with a 
more domestically aligned alliance, that seeks to portray a local understanding of the Asian 
continent. 

The new alliance of an Australia-US-UK nuclear submarine pact continues to turn the knife 
in the back of France, making other EU countries wary of any transatlantic sympathies and 
protection from future Russian aggression. Could this be the EU’s foreign policy pivot towards 
China and Russia, which the west has secretly harboured but never publicly disclosed.

The magnitude of fear and shock that resides in global leaders from whom we have come 
to seek some measure of solice and comfort, seems to accelerate with global conflicts. This 
pandemic could further exacerbate regional divisions, across all political systems by those 
who seek financial gain, as well as deepening the inequalities and paranoia that drive these 
conflicts, or it could also be the start of new conflicts shaped by the parameters of  biological 
and scientific aggression the likes of which this planet has not seen yet.

History does not have to repeat itself, but it could well rhym.  
Are we ready for a return to normal life: Let science takes its place

The swift and rapid spread of Covid-19 at the beginning of 2020 brought the global order 
that was already in state of flux, to a screeching halt. Even atheists were holding their breaths, 
looking for salvation from each and every corner of existence, embracing tones that speak 
to a higher power, as some sort of temporary departure from their sustainable narratives, as 
confrontation with our mortality became a daily exercise. Such narratives have however, 
exposed both the limitations and strengths of our belief systems, as we try to collectively 
understand the past year, put it into context, and optimistically chart our way back to what we 
consider normal. 

The arch of history is defined by global flash points of crisis, highlighting our own human 
desire to seeing history not as a repeat of itself, but rhyming to tune of our very own survival. 
From the assassination of JFK, to World War 2 to September 11, we have prided ourselves on 
the resilience and stoicism of a human race galvanized in our efforts to not only survive but 
thrive. For some reason, the threat of COVID-19 and emerging infectious diseases has shaken 
our sensibilities that will leave generations to come shaking their heads in collective disbelief.

With vaccines being churned out by the month and scientific innovation accelerating our 
ambitions, our outlook towards the future seems hopeful, but that hope should be tempered by 
the realities of our divisive past that could easily come back to haunt us. For starters let’s give 
science the recognition and respect that it deserves, the same science that allows us to enjoy the 
freedoms that we have come to enjoy, and the preservation of life we take for granted. Let us 
not shroud biological ambiguity and jeopardize global health security for the sake of scoring a 
few political points, disguised as humanitarian vigour. These statements create a false sense of 
security and an uncertain future.

When statements such as “IP rights should be waived for poorer countries”, its makes my 
nights restless. Such statements defy logic that production mechanisms around the globe are 
not quality assured to same exacting standards of the original vaccine. This in itself could 
further exacerbate health care inequality, creating a vaccine apartheid, setting the stage for a 
multiple-tier system of vaccine acceptance. Do we need a cleared example of discrimination 
and inequality? 
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Gain of Function research

The very same people calling for the waiving of vaccine rights, have ignored the biological 
and chemical aggressions of the FSB arm of the Russian KGB. The FSB reflects Vladmir 
Putin’s appetite for global supremacy at any cost. If you do not believe me just ask the Brits. 
The Russians could very well help state and non-state formations reverse engineer the process 
of gain of function research and turn it into an agent of destruction and death. Please let me not 
have to revisit any reference to Afghanistan again. 

At this stage of the pandemic, we should focus on an equal and rapid distribution of vaccines 
globally. Ensure that all countries, all races are vaccinated with the same quality assured 
vaccine. This would have been the best way forward, matching goodwill with affirmative 
action towards shared global health security. It could have also reduced the time for variants 
to propagate in countries, that still to this day has massive proportions of their populations 
unvaccinated.  

Jeff Bezos, Richard Branson and Elon Musk ignored this opportunity to pool together 
resources, and lead what could have been the largest humanitarian effort in history, to get 
vaccines to all corners of the planet. Their influence, innovation and deep pockets should 
have catalysed novel vaccine delivery mechanisms, that could be blue printed for emerging 
infectious disease threats. Instead, I had to watch as they skimmed the edge of space to the 
sound of popping champaign corks.

The same resources used to develop space flight would have served humanity much better 
by employing a cross-disciplinary and multi-sectoral approach to ensuring effective global 
health security.

What is even more baffling is the lack of urgency by global health powers to enlist the help 
of these men to combat this pandemic, as an exercise in sustainable innovation towards human 
survival. We speak of climate change, as a pressing matter of urgency, but where are the same 
voices of urgency and care when we speak of health security. 

How can the WHO respond to health emergencies in countries  
experiencing political violence and instability?

The International Health Regulations (2005) bind all WHO member states to abide by a 
regulatory framework in the event of public health emergencies, and include an obligation of 
countries to develop, strengthen and maintain their national capabilities to respond effectively to 
public health risks and emergencies (Magnusson, 2017: 166-167). Since the outbreak of Ebola 
in 2014-2015, the development of the United Nations Mission for Ebola Emergency Response 
(UNMEER), established a global health emergency workforce and a contingency fund to 
support emergency response capacity (Magnusson, 2017: 166-167). This same procedure has 
been followed in the case of COVID-19, wherein a COVID-19 Task Team was formed, to 
collate data, support the use of COVID-19 guidance in low capacity and humanitarian settings, 
support multi-sectoral action, share good practice lessons, and advocate to address unmet needs 
or operational barriers (WHO, 2020: 2). In February of 2021, a COVID-19 Vaccine Working 
Group was established to aid equitable vaccine provision to vulnerable groups, including those 
in hard-to-reach or humanitarian settings, with a view to promoting the vaccine roll-out in 
locations or states identified as needing support in meeting these needs (WHO, 2021: 1-2). 
Although certain steps have been taken to mitigate the impact of COVID-19 on global public 
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health, the WHO has come under intense criticism from commentators who claim that it has 
failed in its mandate to promote public health and respond to global public health emergencies 
(Peel, et al., 2020: 4). 

In terms of the COVID-19 pandemic, the WHO has come under fire for failing to recognise 
the issue in China from the outset, for being too slow to respond once reports were made 
about an upcoming public health emergency, and for not having the required authority to order 
member states to follow its instructions beyond the ‘weak provisions of its International Health 
Regulations’ (Peel, et al., 2020: 8-9). Further, critics have claimed that the WHO has only served 
to underline existing tensions between politics, power, poverty and global health, as inequality 
and disparity in access to healthcare and outcomes continue to be major characteristics of 
health across the globe (Benatar, 2016: 599). Proponents of the WHO and its response, on the 
other hand, have focused on the successes of the WHO in uniting governments in a common 
response and recognition of potential pandemics, and in deploying capabilities in research, 
scientific, medical and public health capabilities (Fidler, 2020: 4). Although both sides of the 
debate are fraught with questions about where global public health can go from here, one good 
thing to emerge from the affray is that the world’s top minds are now focused on how global 
health governance and the WHO itself might be reformed in light of the potential for future 
pandemics.

Existing early warning systems and emergency responses to outbreaks of disease have 
been criticised as not working fast enough to mitigate potential effects of disease, tending 
to be focused on a single pathogen, or relying on event reporting, rather than taking into 
account reports of new and emerging pathogens reported in animals and humans (Carroll, 
et al., 2021: 6). Since the COVID-19 pandemic has revealed intimate linkages between the 
health of humans, animals and ecosystems, and the importance of recognising the zoonotic 
nature of incoming pathogens, a truly ‘One Health’ approach has been set out as the only way 
of ensuring that a whole of society approach can be taken to effectively mitigate global public 
health emergencies (UN News, 2021: 1-5). The WHO Manifesto for a Healthy Recovery 
from COVID-19 speaks of a need to understand more about the intricacies existing between 
ecosystems, human behaviour, the animal kingdom, science, and health; drawing upon research 
which has shown that neglecting environmental protections, emergency preparedness, health 
systems and social security nets has been a ‘false economy’, resulting in a longer and more 
difficult recovery from the damage done by the current virus (WHO, 2020: 2). 

The WHO has come under intense scrutiny in its response to COVID-19, partially as a result 
of its perceived mishandling of the H1N1 and Ebola viruses earlier this century, and there is 
evidence to suggest that the mistrust of the WHO has filtered down to local levels, with its efforts 
to eradicate Polio in Pakistan still being thwarted by suspicion and conspiracy theories (Cole 
& Dodds, 2021: 149). The pandemic has exposed gaps in collective governance, which have 
already been apparent through attempts at climate change diplomacy, and a new strategy for 
global public health security would only be possible through an understanding of geopolitical 
factors in governance which could undermine collective efforts. Six of the nations which have 
experienced significant drops in vaccine confidence – Indonesia, Pakistan, Serbia, Azerbaijan, 
Afghanistan, and Nigeria – are also in some of the most politically unstable regions worldwide, 
suggesting a link between public mistrust in politicians in general, and the distrust of global 
public health initiatives (Aljazeera, 2020: 4). Further studies have shown that the most trusted 
experts on COVID-19 are scientists, with 83% of respondents trusting this information source, 
compared with only 72% trusting WHO officials (Edelman, 2020: 31). This echoes general calls 
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for future pandemic responses to be grounded in scientific evidence, and to be supported by 
science at all stages of roll-out and development, improving uptake and ensuring enhanced trust 
of proposed measures amongst the general population (Henig, 2020: 10). 

The response to pandemics in developing countries needs to take into account the fragility 
of infrastructure, and the interlinked nature of instability, displacement, poverty and lack 
of public support. In developing nations, for example, the abilities to cover citizens for lost 
wages in cases of total lockdown, are not the same as in developed economies, such as the 
United Kingdom and the United States, where financial packages have been drawn up to 
protect vulnerable citizens and businesses (Chowdhury & Jomo, 2020: 7). The closing down 
of businesses and the subsequent economic losses sustained by citizens as a result of measures 
brought in to counter the current COVID-19 pandemic, have been themselves the cause of 
distrust amongst citizens for the political powers that be, and the unrest caused by protests 
against these lockdowns has the potential to further inflame existing tensions (Chowdhury & 
Jomo, 2020: 7). Encouraging an increase in spending on health and social care infrastructure 
in developing countries could help to ease this burden in the event of a future pandemic, and 
tackling well-established issues such as the lack of sanitation and water treatment in nations 
such as Brazil, where half of the population live without these preventative measures, would go 
some way to improving health outcomes (Moreira, 2020: 5). Again, however, there are issues 
with the WHO’s authority to intervene and push for a resolution on these kinds of matters, 
and whether COVID-19 will be enough to convince developing countries of the urgency with 
which matters identified as having frustrated the pandemic response need to be addressed, 
remains to be seen. 

The need for major updates in Global Health Security

Global health security is not a new concern, but the COVID-19 pandemic and the West 
African Ebola epidemic have elevated concerns in the field to a new level. In a well-timed 
paper released in December 2019, mere weeks before the true scale of the COVID-19 
pandemic would reveal itself; RAND Corporation noted that in the events of a bioterrorism 
attack: “Public health institutions would face a rapid and large influx of patients – both the sick 
and those who worry that they might be. Scientists would scramble to identify the unknown 
disease. Flows of people and goods would be disrupted. Political leaders would be faced with 
the job of containing both the pathogen and the mis- and disinformation that would proliferate 
as mortality rates increased. The social, economic, and political consequences could be 
catastrophic” (Bouskill & Smith, 2019: 1).

Clearly, COVID-19 has not been identified as a bioterrorism attack, but the sheer scale and 
global harms caused by the outbreak of coronavirus worldwide, have resulted in a scenario 
strikingly close to the authors’ predictions. The fact that these kind of warnings were present 
before the outbreak of COVID-19, yet unheeded by those at the precipice of public health, 
show that a marked change in attitudes towards the scientific community is required from 
policymakers. The backlash from the scientific community has called for a new recognition of 
the potential for biological threats to characterise the public health landscape, and demonstrated 
that there could be terrifying consequences if further advice in this regard is ignored (Burrows, 
2020: 2-3). 

The World Health Organization (WHO) defines global public health security as “the 
activities required, both proactive and reactive, to minimize the danger and impact of acute 
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public health events that endanger people’s health across geographical regions and international 
boundaries” (WHO, 2021: 1). In general, coverage of international health security has tended 
to centre around the concepts of Global Health Security (GHS) and Universal Health Coverage 
(UHC), although these two concepts tend to be dealt with separately. This is detrimental to a 
perspective that would comprise elements of both of these concepts, recognising how blind 
spots in health system resilience emerge, and how governments might be left to make tough 
choices in prioritising one agenda over the other, as a result of scarce resources (Lal et al., 
2021: 61-62). Where even healthcare systems that had previously been considered to be the 
gold standard in terms of public health, have struggled to meet the demands of the COVID-19 
pandemic, it is important to consider how well low-income and developing countries will 
fare, and this concern, previously thought of as belonging only to those countries, should now 
work its way onto the international agenda. Battling COVID-19 is not a national feat, it is a 
worldwide one, and becoming COVID-free as a nation is overshadowed by the continued 
threat from those nations still struggling to overcome it, demonstrating the kind of solidarity 
that needs to be reflected in global public health discourse moving forward (Usher, 2020: 155). 

The threat of pandemics to developing and fragile states is even more unprecedented than 
in their developed neighbours, with the results of COVID-19 having major effects on health, 
economics, politics and security throughout Africa and parts of the Middle East. Commentators 
have issued an urgent call to action to developed nations to lend a hand in helping fragile 
states to recover better from this kind of catastrophe (Lindborg, 2020: 1). In countries such as 
Libya and Venezuela, where political instability and war have led to the devastation of massive 
amounts of infrastructure including the healthcare system, the global outbreak of COVID-19 
is likely to be all the more serious, as the resources required to effectively combat it are just 
not there. Concerningly, there is also the potential for COVID-19 to result in the disruption of 
humanitarian aid flows, limiting the ability of outside agencies to get involved to help those 
most in need (International Crisis Group, 2020: 2). Without the infrastructure to support the 
roll-out of a vaccine, and with the potential for corruption or mismanagement to stand in the 
way of directing aid for those infected, the road ahead for these states is yet unclear, and finding 
a way of supporting them externally is also a concern. a DEC-commissioned report in some 
of the world’s most fragile states – Yemen, Syria, Somalia, Sudan, Afghanistan, Bangladesh 
and the DRC – has shown that 98% of DEC charities and UN representatives believe that 
the current pandemic has worsened humanitarian crises in their respective countries, and that 
73% believe that the current situation is the worst it has been in the last decade (Relief Web, 
2021: 6). Whilst the UN has called for a worldwide cessation of hostilities in recognition of 
the need to get the pandemic under control, there is little hope that even this would improve 
the outlook in these cases and many others. The danger is not confined to these states, either, 
as concerns have been growing about the possibility of a lack of vaccines in certain parts of 
the world leading to mutations of the virus, which would endanger the rest of the world (UN 
Security Council, 2021: 19).

The Afghanistan Horror

What lessons have we learned, and when I say we, I mean the collective voices of reason 
over the dividing narrative of ignorance? From the looks of it, not much. Take, for example, the 
withdrawal of allied forces out of Afghanistan. The speed of it left much to be desired. A clear 
departure from scientific lessons learned over the past year, as mass spreader events evolved 
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at an almost breakneck pace in an effort to not only get allied forces out, but also qualified 
citizens of Afghanistan who aided forces over the years against the Taliban. If the generals and 
their political counterparts formed strategy at the expense of science and sensibility, then one 
really needs to ask the question: Where were the public health experts?

As we watched in horror, men, women and children clinging onto hopes of escape, there 
was the deafening silence of scientific reason nudging our consciences along the way. The very 
same experts who became our living room buddies over the past year, with their sprawling 
bookcases and biographical promotions, fell silent.

Where was the WHO or for that matter the CDC, in condemning such actions as in-
humane? Condemnation has been widely used as a tool for overcoming political exclusion, 
and a strategy for marginalized groups to successfully engage in political decision-making. 
Well, that group seems marginalized alright, all the way to the left and all the way to the right, 
depending on your political persuasion and the evolving crisis at hand. When we broadcast 
indifference, we must be prepared to receive the same in return. No administration, on either 
side of the Atlantic, chose to frame a mea-culpa moment as an exercise in growth and reflection, 
a connecting heartbeat to the voters who put them there. The mantra that military muscle 
must not atrophy, even in the face of global health threats, needs serious consideration. Any 
preparedness response must not fall prey to the insouciant tone of political allegiances, because 
when that does happen, the shadows of Afghanistan will be longer with greater casualty.

Conclusion

Our new world order speaks to inclusion and diversity, not as a punch line, but as 
evolutionary process for a global order desperately trying to separate from its divisive past. 
It’s about time that same inclusion and diversity includes science and public health at the 
cornerstone of politics and policy, as we aim to get beyond this and future pandemics. A 
vacuum has been created by COVID-19, where an ecosystem for contagion and conflict can 
form an unhealth symbiotic attack on our global health security. This realisation needs to form 
our global response to the next emerging biological threats as a matter of urgency. We can no 
longer allow bipartisan politics and scientific apathy to framework our survival. A rapid and 
urgent change to global health bodies to become actionable, innovative and sustainable needs 
to take front and centre with the same level of concern as we view nuclear threats. 
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Introductory notes

To defend the Hegelian philosophical position is, in Richard Dien Winfield’s view12, 
equivalent to endorsing a thoroughly anti-foundational attitude with respect to the theoretical 
justification of the principal philosophical concepts: the true, the right and the beautiful. 
According to Winfield, there are two major varieties of foundationalism, which may be loosely 
labeled as a constructive and a deconstructive one. Their common element consists in the 
fundamental metatheoretical hypothesis that the certification of normative validity in regard 
to claims about truth, right and beauty is necessarily and inescapably rooted in a legitimating 
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foundation, either taken to be immediately given, or reflectively represented as the privileged 
ground for a mediated sort of verification. Their opposition, on the other hand, rests on the fact 
that the first variety accepts the truth and objectivity claims of the foundationally conceived 
act of conferring legitimacy to a normative content, whereas the second, without in principle 
denying the ineluctable universal monopoly of the foundational predicament of justification as 
such, rejects such claims as arbitrary.

Winfield takes up the negative task of an immanent critique of foundationalism in both of 
its varieties, in an effort to show that the confident normative assertions of the constructive one 
are in fact dogmatic and arbitrary, while their refutation by the deconstructive variety is, in its 
turn, inconsistent. The possible success of this task might bring about the positive result of 
superseding relativism and nihilism in our philosophical theorizing of truth, right and beauty, 
without falling into the problematic epistemic status of justifying these concepts relying on 
unjustified assertoric propositions. That would be tantamount to the launching of another sort 
of justificatory strategy, which could escape the aforementioned dual fate of foundationalism. 

Here is where Hegel gets involved in our discussion, since, as Winfield contends, the 
German philosopher is probably the only figure in the history of philosophical ideas, who having 
profoundly acknowledged and understood the problems of foundational justification, offers 
the only viable alternative approach concerning the validation of our normative philosophical 
ideas: a justification not through the heteronomy of immediately given or reflectively approved 
foundations, but through the autonomy of genuine self-determination. It is only the latter that, 
according to Winfield, provides for the unconditioned, universal and objective validity of 
philosophical justification as such.

The drawing of such a conclusion presupposes a quite idiosyncratic, but certainly innovative, 
rereading of Hegel’s entire philosophical project, as well as a reassessment of its theoretical 
implications and deep aspirations. Winfield painstakingly undertakes this task by carrying out 
in his extensive work a largely systematic deciphering of Hegel’s Phenomenology of Spirit, 
Science of Logic and Philosophy of Spirit. His strongly-held conviction is that the Hegelian 
thought, on due reflection, contains the appropriate, yet highly neglected, morphological 
and substantive keys for settling once and for all the issue of philosophical justification in a 
scientifically secure manner.

In the light of the utterly brief preceding account, this essay is occupied with a fairly thorough 
but in no way exhaustive reconstruction of Winfield’s project concerning the articulation 
and resolution of the fatal, as he calls it, impasse of the foundational type of philosophical 
justification, with the emphasis being placed on making manifest the crucial points of his 
interpretation of Hegel, which, in his opinion, manage to testify to an alternative, much more 
promising route for our philosophical inquiries. Initially, I will try to delineate the systematic 
structure of Winfield’s argument against the foundationalist type of philosophical certification. 
Second, I will focus on his reading of Hegel as the putative philosophical antidote. Third, I will 
proceed to an evaluative presentation of the implementation of his general thesis in the field of 
practical philosophy, which Winfield, after Hegel, construes as a philosophy of right.1

The critique of philosophical foundationalism

The signature feature of foundationalism is the conception that the validation of true 
knowledge, right conduct and beautiful aesthetic experience is necessarily rooted in a prior 
foundation, which operates as a privileged justificatory ground and principle. Following 

1 
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Hegel’s theory of logical determination, more specifically the division of objective logic into 
the Logic of Being, where determinacy is considered to be immediately given, and the Logic of 
Essence, where determinacy is taken to reflect the mediation of a determining factor, Winfield 
distinguishes two kinds of constructive foundational justification: one that appeals to some 
privileged given determination and one that invokes a privileged given determiner. 

The first one, prevalent in ancient ontology and traditional metaphysics, asks in a direct 
fashion what is true, right and beautiful in itself, convinced that the true answer is immediately 
available to our intellectual capacity and straightforwardly apprehensible by passive intuition. 
The second one, tied to the modern epistemological and linguistic turn, stems from disbelief in 
the immediate connection of rational cognition with the true nature of the content in question 
and instead of directly addressing given objectivity, in its pursuit of validating reasons, it 
reflectively resorts to the subject for the critical evaluation of its capacity to know objectively. 
Given this mediation of the allegedly immediately apprehended content by the formal 
conditions of its intellectual positing as such a content, the question now turns out to be: what 
is the antecedently prescribed structure to which our claims about true, right and beautiful 
must conform to be valid? 

This being the case, the two foundational perspectives follow obviously opposed strategies 
in justifying normative contents. However, in Winfield’s view, they are plagued by a common 
defect, which is none other than uncritical dogmatism. That is, they both make uncritical and 
unjustified immediate reference to some validity-conferring contents, even though the reflective, 
mediated justificatory strategy pretends not doing so. In fact, both the intuitionally received 
metaphysical nature of objectivity and the formal structure of its mediated determination are 
equally infected by unaccountable givenness.

Whenever confronting the question what is the true nature of theory, practice and aesthetic 
value, by looking for support in privileged, directly apprehended first principles, so as 
to ensure the validity of the respective answer, one cannot help encountering the skeptical 
objection that ‘every candidate for first principle […] is equally unjustifiable due to its own 
privileged status.’2 The objection holds, in other words, that any particular first principle 
of justification is arbitrarily deemed to be such one.3 In this respect, how can the seeker of 
foundational explanation that is committed to metaphysical objectivism reply in a reasonable 
way to this objection? If that reply consisted in the introduction of a further principle recruited 
to underpin the assumed self-evident immediacy of the first, the latter would inconsistently 
lose its justificatory priority, being reduced to a conditioned, secondary derivation. Moreover, 
the additionally introduced principle faces exactly the same objection regarding its privileged 
status. Thus, the intended solution to the problem of immediate intuitive reference to a self-
evidently valid content yields the dead-end of regressus ad infinitum.

As Winfield points out, the advocate of immediately given validating reasons of justification 
has at his/her service an alternative tactic to meet the objection raised, by suggesting that the 
proposed first principle ‘might still be justified by showing that everything else does follow 
from it, rather than from any other term’.4 However, this solution is equally fruitless, insofar as 

2 Richard Dien Winfield, Reason and Justice, State University of New York Press, 1988, p. 5. From 
now on RaJ.

3 The charge of arbitrariness lies on the fact that the ultimate grounding principle is unavoidably 
conditioned by our knowing capacities, where it reflectively appears to be whatever it is; hence, its being 
holds true just for us and not necessarily in its own right. Hegel points out this in the Schein section of 
his Science of Logic. 

4 RaJ, p. 5
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it is inevitably tainted by vicious circularity. For how could one know that one has exhausted 
the totality of ‘everything else’ and how one could be certain about the validity of the deductive 
procedure employed, unless based on the presupposed first principle? The introduction of 
another, more primary justificatory principle, would be again of no avail, because it would just 
reproduce the above-noted regressus ad infinitum.

The acknowledgment of these difficulties puts in doubt any philosophical project that 
takes its object to be immediately true in itself, by pretending to possess a cognitive capacity, 
which allows for direct reference to some irreducible source of validation. A suspicion is, 
on the contrary, generated that ‘[…] whenever validity is based in some given, the latter has 
its privileged status not due to its nature, but by being determined as such by whomever has 
granted it its foundational role.’5 This might be interpreted as a forceful argument in favor 
of skepticism or nihilism, unless it implicitly pointed to another approach to validating 
philosophical claims, which in fact converges with the second variety of foundational type 
of justification: the approach that roots justification not in a privileged immediately given 
content, but in a privileged and warranted formal determiner of that content.

Winfield subsumes this alternative strategy of foundational justification under the general 
banner of representational knowing, pointing to Hegel’s Logic of Essence6 for its most 
systematic critical demonstration. In the history of philosophy, it marks the transition from 
ontology and metaphysics to epistemology and transcendental philosophy.

Besides of frequently treating interchangeably these terms, i.e., epistemology and 
transcendental philosophy, Winfield places under the category of transcendental philosophy 
not only the most expected figures of Kant or Fichte, but also philosophers like Husserl, 
Heidegger, Habermas, Wittgenstein and a lot more. The rationale for this arbitrary at first 
glance generalization is fairly simple: beyond their numerous and significant differences all 
these thinkers ultimately subscribe to the model of foundational justification that invokes 
privileged determiners of validation. Hence, not only Kant’s transcendental conditions for 
the constitution of knowledgeable objectivity, but also, for instance, Husserl’s intentionality, 
Heidegger’s appeal to Dasein’s chiefly practical orientation in the world, Habermas’s ideal 
situation of uncoerced public debate, traditional liberal procedural theories of social contract, 
Rawls’s original position for co-determining principles of justice for the basic structure of 
society, or Wittgenstein’s language games, etc., are all obeying the same methodological norm: 
they favor a privileged determiner for a mediated validation of normative contents concerning 
truth, right and beauty. 

Whereas the first foundational justificatory strategy presupposed the immediately given 
correspondence of our cognition with objective reasons of validation – the abstract identity of 
certainty and truth in Hegel’s parlance –, the transcendental one presupposes their difference. 
Here the cardinal assumption, paradigmatically articulated and elaborated by Kant’s critical 
philosophy, is that instead of addressing objectivity directly one has to ‘conceive it indirectly 
as something constituted by some condition making possible knowledge, reference, or 
meaningful speech.’7 Owing to this reflective strategy that refrains from straightforwardly 
affirming given criteria of justification, the search for the objective nature of truth, right and 
beauty could be supposedly capable of overcoming the trap of dogmatism.

5 RaJ, p. 5
6 Winfield’s systematic interpretation of Hegel’s Logic in general and the Logic of Essence in partic-

ular is mostly included in his Hegel’s Science of Logic: a Critical Rethinking in Thirty Lectures, Rowman 
& Littlefield Publishers, 2012.

7 RaJ, p. 6
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The futility of seeking to establish objective validating claims by appeal to privileged 
determiners is summed up in Winfield’s assertion that ‘the exclusive authority of the chosen 
privileged determiner cannot be justified in conformity with its own principle of legitimation’.8 
To illustrate this, the Kantian transcendental structure conditioning objects of possible 
experience and the celebrated by traditional liberalism contractual procedures of political 
construction count, despite their qualitative differences, as sufficient examples, by dint of their 
structural isomorphism. 

In particular, the Kantian approach, by critically presupposing the difference between the 
a priori constitutive conditions and the object determined by them, leaves the transcendental 
conditions of objective constitutive certification not living up to the same standards of 
justification that they certify for the object determined by them. In other words, the content 
of the transcendental structure is not itself transcendentally constituted, so as to consistently 
comply with the same norm of epistemic objectivity that it mandates for the intentional object 
of its determining reference.9 In the same vein, a validating procedure of establishing a just 
political society by contractual consent cannot be validated in a symmetrical way with the 
normative contents it purports to justify in its operation as a privileged grounding factor of 
objective determination. Self-consistency here demands that the privileged procedure of 
political construction should comply with the same criterion of legitimation it prescribes for 
the object of normative regulation. However, it would be hopelessly cyclical to consider the 
validity of a formal procedure of legitimation as rooted in the same procedure that it approves 
as objectively valid. By the same token, the appeal to another principle of justification would 
simply renew the pitfall of infinite regress.

Therefore, the lesson is for Winfield crystal clear: the conditions of mediate constitution of 
valid objectivity are as much immediately given and uncritically accepted as the presumably 
valid normative contents of the direct reference to justificatory reasons. Insofar as the 
determining condition determines a content that is held to be other than itself, the condition 
in question does not determine itself, that is, its own content. As a result, it possesses a given 
content that is uncritically taken for granted in an analogous way with the foundational strategy 
of justification, which metaphysically appeals to given determinations.10

For all these reasons, the metaphysical and the transcendental strategies of philosophical 
justification seem to collapse. This could be a merely negative outcome if one just subscribed 
to a deconstructive train of thought, which, nevertheless, would never mean to abandon the 
overall foundational perspective. In fact, the post-modern thesis is reasonable in its reaction 
against metaphysical and transcendental arguments but hopelessly imprisoned within the limits 
of foundationalism, so long as, on the one side, it repudiates the validity of any privileged 
given contents or privileged determiners of these contents, while being, on the other side, 
unable to challenge the universal monopoly of foundational grounding. In that respect, the 
proponents of post-modernism deny that any instance of philosophical justification could be 
anything more than an arbitrary assumption, marked by indelible interpretive particularity and 
moved by will to power. 

The stumbling block of their thesis, according to Winfield, is not only that they see all 
the possibilities of philosophical justification as exhausted in the foundational validating 
procedures, but also that it is incoherent in its own right. As a matter of fact, preaching the 

8 RaJ, p. 11
9 See Richard Dien Winfield, Autonomy and Normativity, Routledge, 2018, pp. 7-11
10 For Winfield it is thus no accident that Kant arrives at the identification of the content of the intel-

lectual categories through a metaphysical deduction. 
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unavoidable particularity of any claims about truth, right and beauty is, inconsistently, a 
practice that instead of making do with being represented as a particular, opined interpretation, 
pretends, on the contrary, to make a universally acceptable statement about the nature of 
philosophical reasoning. 

Notwithstanding, is there any substantial evidence that the critique of foundational 
explanation could possibly lead to a positive consequence? Differently put, is there any 
alternative methodological strategy of philosophical justification, which could possibly rely 
neither on the model of given determinacy nor on the model of determined determinacy? 

Legitimation by self-determination

Winfield’s response to the previous question may be taken for a bold statement in defense 
of the everlasting prominence of the Hegelian philosophy. In fact, Hegel, in his view, figures 
as the only thinker to propose a method of justifying philosophical claims that manages to 
override and mend the defects of foundationalism by rooting objective validity neither in 
some privileged given determination, nor in determination by a privileged separate determiner, 
but solely in self-determination. In terms of Hegel’s theory of pure determination (Science 
of Logic), whereas the foundational, defective strategies of legitimating truth-claims can be 
exemplarily modeled after and immanently criticized by the Logic of Being and the Logic of 
Essence, justification deriving from self-determination is built into the Logic of Concept.

The realm of the Logic of Concept, where determination operates in a self-determining 
fashion, is opened up via the intrinsic sublation (Aufhebung) of the difference between the 
determining term and the determined term, which stays predominant throughout the entire 
determinative process of the Logic of Essence, formulating the two-tiered character of the 
reflective determinacy, within whose framework the being of a determination is just the inner 
reflection of the term that posits it, maintaining, at the same time, an immediate independency 
from the latter.11 The model of determined determination (Logic of Essence), which emerges 
through the self-negation of the determinative model of immediately given determination 
(Logic of Being), does, in its turn, collapse under the burden of its own structural processes, 
giving full ground on the determinative model of self-determined determination (Logic of 
Concept). 

The self-determined nature of determination is disclosed when, at the end of the Logic of 
Essence, the constitutive difference between the determining and the determined term, which 
ruled over the dialectical process hitherto, proves to be a mere appearance. To give a more 
specified account of this development, it suffices to point to the last two-tiered determination, 
that of cause and effect, and observe the structural features pertaining to the relation between 
these terms. 

As a matter of fact, the cause becomes actually a cause insofar as it brings about an effect. 
Hence, the effect, besides being just a derivative term, figures as what actually makes the cause 
to be what it is and, for that reason, the effect can be defined as the cause of its cause and, 
conversely, the cause as the effect of its effect. The significant consequence of this reciprocal 
inversion of determination is the sublation of the defining difference between the two terms 
and the manifestation of its contradictoriness. If the cause is not determining an alleged other 
in the effect but its own self and, accordingly, if the effect, in its determination by the cause, 

11 The model of determination featuring in Hegel’s Logic of Essence is well described by Stephen 
Houlgate in his essay: Why Hegel’s Concept is not the Essence of Things, in Hegel’s Theory of the Sub-
ject, ed. David Gray Carlson, Palgrave Macmillan 2005, pp. 19-29.
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is not determined by something other, but by its own self, then the heteronomous model of 
determined determinacy is dialectically superseded, bringing forth the autonomy of self-
determined determinacy.12

Τhe determinative model of self-determined determinacy is considered by Winfield to 
comprise the only legitimate prospect for philosophical justification, for the reason that it 
cancels the uncritical dogmatism endemic both in the metaphysical and the transcendental 
argument. Indeed, the self-determined determination is not given in advance in passive intuition 
as a quasi-ontological matter of fact that arbitrarily demands privileged status. Moreover, it 
brings about the equalization of the transcendental conditions of objective reference with the 
content conditioned by them, removing the uncritical presupposition of their objective validity, 
because in virtue of self-determination the conditions of objectivity are not subjectively 
stipulated but objectively demonstrated by just being identified with the process of the self-
constitution of the object. 

This being so, Winfield can decisively ascribe to the self-grounding theorizing associated 
with self-determining determination the ultimate merits of a critically attested approach to 
valid philosophical justification: presuppositionlessness, objective validity and unconditioned 
universality. Regarding the first one, it is evident ‘that self-determination not just enjoys, but is 
identical to presuppositionlessness […] to the extent that what is neither given or determined, 
but self-determined, rests on nothing antecedent to itself’.13 Accordingly, objectivity is to obtain 
if neither the features of the content nor the formal structures that determine it are rooted in 
antecedent, ultimately unfounded stipulations. That would condemn our philosophical claims 
to some at most hypothetical status of cognitive necessity. Instead, they are to be jointly deduced 
through a single process of self-constitution, whose structural form and objective content are 
inherently and undividedly conjoined. Further, self-determination is universal, since it is not 
leaning on any particular, immediately confirmed substantial or formal justificatory reason. 
Finally, the universality of self-determined determinacy is unconditioned, that is, concrete 
universality, because it does not depend on given particularities, by just being their abstractly 
common feature. By contrast, it contains ‘its particularization within its unity’ as ‘nothing but 
its complete and exclusive instantiation.’14

Aiming at a more detailed exposition and clarification of Winfield’s antifoundational 
argument regarding philosophical justification, I will now give a more circumstantial report on 
his reading of Hegel, since the Hegelian philosophy epitomizes for him the only sustainable 
scientific alternative between dogmatic foundationalism and relativistic skepticism, or 
nihilism. My starting point will be Winfield’s account of the Phenomenology of Spirit,15 given 
his conviction that this ground-breaking piece of philosophical thought is first and foremost 
designed to systematically counter the foundational type of philosophical justification, paving 
the way for a philosophy without foundations, which for the very first time is introduced in the 
Science of Logic and the rest part of the Hegelian system.

12 Hegel notoriously closes his Logic of Essence stating that: ‘This is the Concept, the kingdom 
of subjectivity or freedom’. See: G.W.F. Hegel, Werke 6, Wissenschaft der Logik 2, Shurkamp Verlag 
Frankfurt am Main 1969, p. 240.

13 RaJ, p. 123.
14 RaJ, p. 125.
15 Winfield’s main work on Phenomenology is: Hegel’s Phenomenology of Spirit: a Critical Rethink-

ing in 13 Lectures, Rowman & Littlefield Publishers 2013. From now on HPoS.
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To begin with, Winfield considers the main motivating power of Phenomenology to be 
the critique of ‘foundational epistemology,’16 with the latter representing a reactive move 
against ontology and metaphysics as first philosophy, by casting doubt on its fundamental 
assumption that one can know immediately what is true and valid in its own right, based 
on given determinate legitimating principles. In virtue of its defining assumption that one 
must first investigate the objective validity of knowing before asking what is the true nature 
of being, foundational epistemology marks the modern philosophical shift from immediately 
given to mediately determined determination. One of its main presuppositions, consistent with 
its resolution to put under scrutiny knowledge before attempting to know what objectively is, 
is that knowledge and its object are different from one another and independently determined. 
The difference and independent determination of knowing and its object reflects the constitutive 
structure of what Hegel names the ‘opposition of consciousness’, whose supersession is now 
taken to be a via determinate negation17 supersession of foundational epistemology.

To contest the residing in the opposition of consciousness foundational epistemology 
without being trapped in the dogmatism of either prejudging its truth or falsity, or directly 
making absolute claims about the nature of philosophical cognition as such, one just have 
to address foundational epistemology as a given phenomenon, merely looking on the way it 
immanently proceeds on its own terms, in its effort to legitimate itself; namely, to legitimate 
its constitutive and ‘all too familiar’ presumption that ‘knowing always has presuppositions, 
that knowing always confronts some given that serves as its standard of truth, that knowing 
always has a foundation in the general sense of having some factor independent of itself 
that is the source of legitimation for its claims’.18 On this account, the phenomenological 
investigation, being careful not to externally stipulate its own subjective criteria, does not 
examine foundational cognition directly, but allows it to examine itself and call into question 
the model of knowledge it endorses through its own immanent self-critique.

What is at issue at this point is the self-evaluation of foundational knowledge’s conception 
of truth, i.e., the assumption that subjective knowledge claims can only be vindicated by virtue 
of their conformity to an objectively given normative standard, serving as their ground. If the 
subjective knowledge claims represent what Hegel calls ‘certainty’ and the objectively given 
normative standard represents what he calls ‘truth’, then the evaluative self-examination of 
the foundational knowledge proceeds by comparing its knowledge claims with the objectively 
given standard of truth, or, for the sake of simplicity, the object. 

However, the comparison in question involves a serious difficulty: once the formal 
certainty about truth pursues validation by checking its correspondence with the object, the 
latter is transformed by the subjective cognitive activity and takes on a different content than 
that presumed to possess in the first place. The object, in that respect, is no more taken as an 
immediately given standard, but as it is subjectively represented to be, insofar as its mediation 
by the independently determined form of knowledge cannot be overlooked or eliminated. 
Significantly, the transformation of the object does not leave the knowing addressed to it 
unaffected. By contrast, ‘[…] to the extent that what knowing confronts is altered, knowing’s 
relation to it is also altered. This is unavoidable, because knowing’s polar structure consists in 
relating to what it confronts.’19 

16 HPoS, p. 1.
17 A thorough and useful account of the central Hegelian concept of determinate negation is given in: 

Terje Sparby, Hegel’s Conception of Determinate Negation, Brill 2014.
18 HPoS, p. 5.
19 HPoS, p. 7.
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The simultaneous alteration of knowledge claim and its allegedly validating object 
brings about, according to the Hegelian jargon, a new ‘shape of consciousness’ and, in virtue 
of its perpetual and inescapable reemergence in every instance of foundationally construed 
knowledge, even more shapes of consciousness, all of them pervaded by the constitutive 
difference between the certainty of truth and the object of its verification. The refutation of 
each shape of consciousness and the transition to a new one does not take place abruptly and 
arbitrarily, as if each new shape of consciousness possessed its content in separation to the 
preceding one. Rather, the transition from shape to shape occurs by necessity, in virtue of 
determinate negation, whereby each new shape of consciousness does not arise in vacuum, 
having completely nullified the preceding one, but is determined by what it negates, that is, 
encompasses the determination of the shape it negates as sublated within itself. Obviously, 
the necessary transition from shape to shape would have to keep on infinitely, so long as 
the fundamental difference between the subject that is making truth-claims and the object, 
which is expected to validate them, remains unshakeable. However, this is not so for Hegel.

On the contrary, this sketchily foreshadowed process is bound to attain closure and 
completion, which is possible to occur in no other way, rather than by the elimination of 
the difference between the independently given standard of validation and the knowledge 
seeking to conform to it, that is, the foundational model of justifying claims about truth, 
right and beauty. In fact, this is considered by Hegel to obtain in an entirely immanent way, 
whereby consciousness, following the path of its desperate self-examination, arrives at a 
configuration portrayed by Hegel as ‘absolute knowing.’

The interpretation of this outcome, as well as the explication of its consequences 
for philosophical justification per se, may be probably judged as the crux of Winfield’s 
exceptional reading and rethinking of Hegel’s Phenomenology, as well as of its subsequent 
Science of Logic, as works destined to offer an alternative to foundationalism and establish a 
non-foundational approach to philosophical grounding. Indeed, since the difference between 
the knowing consciousness and its given standard of truth is identified as the deep structure 
of foundational explanation in general, its necessary removal must be indicative of the 
possibility that there might be a type of philosophical grounding that could be able to enjoy 
validity without taking anything for granted.

Of key importance at this connection is to stress the fact that absolute knowing, the 
final result of Phenomenology’s self-consummating skepticism, should not be interpreted as 
most conventional readings tend to do, namely, as a privileged perspective for setting out 
a philosophical ontology, leaning on the presupposition of the unity of subject and object. 
Instead, Winfield believes that the end of Phenomenology signifies exactly the opposite 
result. The self-undermined and eventually sublated distinction between subject and object, 
i.e., the decomposition of consciousness’s structural intentionality, far from comprising a 
determinate fundamentum for our philosophical endeavors, leaves us instead with nothing 
more than mere indeterminacy. 

This is so, because if the determinate reference to an independently defined other is 
removed, determinate other-reference ends up becoming an utterly indeterminate self-
reference. On the one hand, the collapse of determination, brought about through the self-
destruction of the other-reference structure, does have the negative character of signifying 
the total dissolution of any appeal to given foundations of knowledge. On the other hand, 
the resulting self-reference could, affirmatively, be the starting point of a self-responsible 
philosophical project, whose possible determinate character would not be immediately 
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intuited, or stipulated by a distinct, immediately assessed determining ground, but would be 
entirely self-grounding.20

This project is taken up by Hegel’s Science of Logic, for the reason that logic is clearly 
a wholly self-referring and self-applying cognitive operation, since it consists in no other 
than thought thinking itself, instantiating, in other words, a type of knowing free from the 
distinction of itself and its object. And ‘due to this identity of the thinking and the object of 
logical investigation, logic does not make use of a cognition that it does not put under scrutiny. 
To be a science of valid thinking, logic must be a valid thinking of valid thinking’21 and not a 
thinking whose validation rests on immediate, unjustified assumptions about its true nature, as 
is the case with both metaphysical dogmatism and foundational epistemology.

In this regard and in contrast with any non-logical science, which puts under investigation 
an object different from the thinking engaged in its investigation, logic is capable of making 
an absolute beginning; that is, a beginning that is completely unconditioned. Whereas the non-
logical scientific disciplines are doubly conditioned, for they are constitutively presupposing 
specific things about both their subject matter and the knowledge addressing it, logic sets off 
with total indeterminacy, having no particular preconceptions about either the thinking it puts 
under scrutiny, or the thinking it employs for this task. 

Against the philosophical foundationalism of privileged givens, which operates deductively 
from intuitively taken for granted contents, the Science of Logic does not possess any content 
from the outset, for it commences with the wholly empty category of Being, which reflects 
self-reference per se in its absolutely indeterminate immediacy. By the same token, contrary 
to the foundationalism of privileged determiners, which performs by favoring immediately 
accepted formal structures for validating contents constructed in a mediate manner, the Science 
of Logic is initially devoid of any determining form, since its starting point is, to repeat, totally 
indeterminate.

As a consequence, both the content and the method of Logic are not at hand from the 
beginning; hence, if they are to emerge, they will do so in an exclusively self-founding way. 
Instead of invoking any independently determined validating standards, the content of Logic 
is altogether self-validating, because it embodies nothing more than the substantiation of the 
presuppositionless self-explication of its form, while, conversely, its form is self-validating, 
because it does not represent an uncritically asserted condition of justification, but only the 
concrete unity of the self-constituting content. 

This conjointly advancing self-exposition of form and content22 constitutes, in Winfield’s 
view, the only possible way to emancipate philosophical grounding from uncritically accepted 
premises, thereby securing its consistency. As he notes:

‘To be self-consistent, the foundation can have its validity determined only by itself. 
Otherwise, it will cede its place as the privileged factor that confers validity to some 
other foundation, whose own validity will then be suspect for the same reason. Yet if the 
foundation confers validity upon itself, the standard of validity ceases to be a foundation 
20 William Maker comes to a similar conclusion in his book: Philosophy without Foundations: re-

thinking Hegel, Suny Press 1994. 
21 HPoS, p. 18.
22 In the beginning of his Philosophy of Right Hegel states that his philosophical approach on right is 

distinguished from all others by virtue of its speculative dialectical method, whose most distinct feature, 
concerning the exposition of the theory, is the unity of form and content. See G.W.F. Hegel, Werke 7, 
Grundlinien der Philosophie des Rechts, Shurkamp Verlag Frankfurt am Main 1970, pp. 11-12.
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of something other than itself. By justifying its own justifying role, the self-grounding 
foundation eliminates the distinction between that which possesses validity in virtue of 
having it conferred upon itself by some other privileged factor, and that which confers 
normativity on other things. To be self-referentially consistent, the foundation has to found 
itself, but if it founds itself it ceases to be a foundation. Foundational justification has ended 
up rendering normativity equivalent to self-determination, for what is normative can only 
be so by determining itself to be valid, just as what figures as the source of normativity 
must be the basis and object of its own validity.’23

The self-determining nature of formally consistent and substantially valid philosophical 
justification is only implicitly alluded to at the outset of Logic, to be explicitly posited, as 
we have already seen, at the last part of the work, where the theory of the self-realizing 
concept and its gradual individuation into the concrete universality of the idea is exposed. 
The irreducible and unanalyzable indeterminacy defining the beginning of the logical 
science is minimally indicative of the unconditional and negatively autonomous character 
of philosophical normativity, without additionally pre-judging the latter as self-conditioned, 
which remains something to be definitely confirmed and fully comprehended in retrospect, 
from the standpoint of the completion of this science, whereby its overall idea becomes 
manifest in its ultimate concreteness.24

This being the case, the defining features of a non-foundational philosophical science 
become fully accessible and may be listed as follows: first, philosophical science proper, 
whose most genuine and pure form finds its expression in Logic, has to proceed in a strictly 
immanent way, with any reference to some transcendent, externally justified factor, being 
definitely excluded. This immanent development, being totally groundless and exegetically 
independent from any given content, reflects, as Winfield aptly puts it, not the self-development 
and self-determination of something already determinate, but rather self-determination per 
se. For the process of determination to be entirely self-determined, generating its subject 
matter and ordering exclusively out of itself, the unity of scientific form and content should 
be indissoluble. 

Second, for the immanent development to be an actual development and not a merely 
external juxtaposition and abrupt succession of terms, the process of determination must 
operate by way of determinate negation, which denotes that the terms engaged in a determinate 
relation of opposition and, subsequently, contradiction, are not to be vanished without a 
trace and submerged into nothingness. By contrast, the contradictories are only dialectically 
sublated, that is, stripped off their immediacy, relativised and retained as constituent moments 
of a third term, which embodies the, in virtue of their incorporation, determinate resolution 
of their contradiction.

23 HPoS, p. 23.
24 Due to its indeterminate starting point the Science of Logic has no fixed terminal point at hand 

from the outset and teleologically intended at the closure of the science. Stephen Houlgate notes: ‘The 
aim of the presuppositionless philosopher is thus not set out to demonstrate that the thought of Being 
generates a more complex –dialectical or nondialectical view of the world; it is simply to consider the 
indeterminate thought of Being itself, to dwell with that category for its own sake, and to observe where, 
if anywhere, it takes us. In this sense, presuppositionless philosophy is radically nonteleological: it pre-
supposes and aims at no particular result, pursues no projected goal, and follows no prescribed path’. 
Stephen Houlgate, The Opening of Hegel’s Logic, Purdue University 2006, p. 51.
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Third, the development must possess a proper circularity25, in the sense that since it is about 
a groundless process of immanent self-constitution, whose form and content are inextricably 
linked, what exactly is that which is constituted arises in its full-blown determination only at 
the end of the process, comprising the latter’s regressively attained ground.

Fourth, the self-determining logical procedure is analytic and synthetic at once. Analytic, 
not in the sense that it begins with a given determination and dismembers it in abstract 
relations, but rather in the sense that the sequent, more determinate terms, and even more the 
resultant totality, include analytically the more abstract and undeveloped ones as sublated, 
hence ideal and finite component parts of their identity. Synthetic, accordingly, in that every 
new determination, being the contrary and contradictory opposite of its predecessor, is 
not contained in the definition of the latter, but comes out as its radical otherness. If it was 
contained, as Winfield remarks, ‘[…] the order and content of the ensuing development would 
already be given in the first category, rendering the method and topic of logic matters that 
logical science must take for granted rather than establish.’26 In that case, the investigation 
would swing back to the foundationalism it calls into question.

In short, Winfield reads the Phenomenology as a metaphilosophical work that is propelled 
by the acknowledgment of the dilemmas ingredient in foundational normative justification 
and the effort to indicate their immanent solution, through a kind of investigation that takes 
nothing for granted apart from foundationalism’s own fundamental assumption that there is a 
given and separately determined standard of truth, grounding claims on truth, right and beauty. 
The conclusion of the phenomenological investigation brings to the fore the possibility of a 
kind of knowledge, which is able to overcome the dogmatic heteronomy of foundational 
types of philosophical validation. 

This possibility is actualized in the Science of Logic, where the self-critical consistency of 
philosophy is restored, by virtue of a cognitive process, whose constitutive unity of form and 
content guarantees that no determination is affirmed in its bare givenness, either concerning 
the subject matter or the method of the investigation. After all, as Winfield recurrently 
mentions, philosophy cannot be the autonomous science it purports to be, if it uncritically 
accepts determinations, thereby condemning the major philosophical task of showing 
what determination is in the first place to incoherent circularity. By having undermined the 
omnipotence of other-referring, intentional determination and by making a beginning free of 
any particular assumptions regarding content or method, the philosophical science turns out to 
compose an entirely self-grounding universality, guided by a strictly immanent development, 
which provides for the objectivity of its determinations to the detriment of merely subjective 
stipulations that discredit the non-philosophical sciences and the not sufficiently self-critical 
varieties of philosophizing. 

The theory of pure determination, that is, Logic, represents the systematic account of the, 
owing to its anti-foundational perspective, only viable option for upholding philosophical truth 
as such, serving, at the same time, as the cognitive normative standard for the philosophical 
sciences that are preoccupied with more concrete forms of determination, i.e., the science of 
nature, ethics and aesthetics. In the present context, I will restrict my account on Winfield’s 
drawing on Hegel in his pursuit of an ethical philosophy residing on no foundations, which is 
considered, following Hegel’s practical philosophy, to be a philosophy of right.

25 See Tom Rockmore, Hegel’s Circular Epistemology, Indiana University Press 1986, p. 87.
26 Richard Dien Winfield, Freedom and Modernity, State University of New York Press 1991, p. 7. 

From now on FaM.
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Philosophy of right without foundations

So far, it should have become clear that a foundations-free philosophy of right should not 
rely either on privileged determinate contents, or on privileged determiners of these contents. 
If it did, the problematic situation either of the immediate metaphysical reference to the nature 
of reality, or of the equally immediate reference to some condition that mediately determines it, 
would make a fatal comeback. Needless to say, on this account, that a philosophical construal 
of the relation of right, to the degree, that it purports to enjoy not only self-consistency, but, 
chiefly, unconditioned universality and objectivity, would be neither a teleological theory of the 
supreme good, nor a procedural theory of mediate construction of the terms of right conduct. 

The teleological approach, classically articulated by Plato and Aristotle, cannot avoid 
making assumptions vulnerable to skeptical doubt about the primary principles of good 
life. These assumptions derive from unmediated intuition and are elaborated through formal 
deduction. The procedural approach, respectively, paradigmatically developed by traditional 
social contract theories, as well as Rawls, Kant, Habermas, etc, privileges some particular 
procedures of validation that, incoherently, are not themselves validated by the same validating 
standard that they approve of in regard to the contents to be justified. Even though they were, 
that instead of restoring consistency would inevitably result in circularity, in an obviously 
dubious question-begging. 

Therefore, a philosophical treatment of right that is unburdened by any sort of legitimating 
foundations should be constitutively predicated on the theory of self-grounding determination, 
i.e., Logic. If the nature of true determination is conveyed by the latter to consist in a self-
determining process of concretely realizing the correspondence of subject and object, that is, 
what Hegel calls ‘idea’, the philosophy of right must present the actual instantiation of self-
determination in the region of empirical reality. 

The self-determination in question is not, to be sure, that of thought inspecting itself, 
as is the case with logical investigation, which culminates in self-determination per se. 
On the contrary, the philosophical treatment of right revolves around a more specifically 
determined version of self-determination, which, on the one hand, could directly be traced 
back to pure logical self-determination, while, on the other hand, is necessarily dependent 
on certain presuppositions. Thus, whereas logical determination is fully presuppotitionless, 
the one concerning right conduct is conditioned by pure logical determination, as well as by 
the reality of nature and the existence of rational beings interacting with each other. In this 
sense, as Winfield admits, whereas Logic is the theory of pure theoretical self-construction, 
the philosophical science of right is in large part reconstructive: ‘Rational reconstruction 
functions as a viable tool of philosophical thought by taking given contents and recasting 
them as components of a conceptual development satisfying the systematic immanence in 
which validity consists.’27 Hence, the basic question guiding the explorations of the science 
of right is: how could the world of practical interaction between rational beings be reformed 
into a world wherein self-determination is realized and, thus ideally unconditional truth is 
empirically situated?

Provided that the philosophical examination of right, if it is to enjoy unconditioned validity, 
should refer back to the crowning category of the logical theory, namely, the idea of self-
determination per se, it must be a theory about the realization of the idea of freedom, both 
conceptually and pragmatically. This is, indeed, how Hegel construes the scientific treatment 

27 RaJ, p. 152.
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of right, appealing to an immanently self-informing process of determination that at one blow 
generates the particular content of free will conceptually, that is, in respect to the universal 
concept of the latter, and pragmatically, namely, in respect to the particularities of the world 
under rational reconstruction.  To be sure, these two levels of determination do not necessarily 
coincide, for the course of history may witness institutions of right being established in a 
different sequence than that determined by the concept of right.28 Yet this incongruity should 
not obscure the fact that the exclusive validating factor in regard to the content of the just 
institutions is the self-determining concept of right. Winfield explains:

‘[…] the development of categories from indeterminacy makes manifest how 
presuppositionlessness, unconditioned universality and self-grounding are achieved 
by self-determined determinacy. In so doing, the theory of determinacy indicates that 
the demands of normativity perennially raised by philosophy’s call for theoretical self-
responsibility are met by nothing other than self-determination. If this provides meaning 
to the autonomy of reason sought by philosophers since antiquity, it also suggests how the 
parallel demand of practical justification can be met only when conduct attains the same 
radically self-determined character. To the extent that justice consists in valid conduct, 
the theory of determinacy indicates through its own foundation-free validity that justice is 
equivalent to the reality of free action.’29

In the light of this parallelism and given the fact that the logical idea of self-determination 
in its full conceptual concreteness embraces the whole system of determinacy as its constitutive 
moment, the idea of practically realized freedom, that is, the idea of right, ‘should be expected 
to comprise a self-ordered system of conduct that is a totality in its own right.’30 

Nevertheless, the structural order of the system of right does not follow from a mechanical 
implementation of the logical structure to the field of practical conduct, as if the latter were a 
transcendently given content, expecting its categorical articulation by a grounding condition. If 
so, the reemergence of foundationalism would be inescapable. Instead, the fact that the sphere 
of just conduct consists in the further dialectical development of the natural and the subjectively 
spiritual determination, which, in its turn, derives by way of an immanently performed self-
alienation and self-externalization of the logical system in toto, does secure the definitely 
self-grounding and self-determining character of the determining process that engenders the 
content of the science of right. In that respect, the latter can be assured to share the self-
responsible and autonomous character of the science of purely logical determination, so long 
as the sequence of the natural and the subjectively spiritual determination, which conditions 
the possibility of practical action in general, irrespective of its rightness or wrongness, is part 
and parcel of a systematic totality of determinacy, which both in its logical and in its real, i.e., 
natural and spiritual dimension, never loses its self-determining character. 

Owing to the departure from the heteronomy of any metaphysically or transcendentally 
construed ground of justification, ‘the one and only constituent of justice are self-ordered 
relations of freedom among individuals.’31 Winfield’s view that freedom can alone provide 
normative validity straightaway sets the stage for a conception of right that understands 

28 See G.W.F. Hegel, Werke 7, Grundlinien der Philosophie des Rechts, Shurkamp Verlag Frankfurt 
am Main 1970, p. 85.

29 RaJ, p. 151.
30 RaJ, p. 151.
31 RaJ, p. 159.
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rights, duties and institutions of justice as conventions, which, due to their independence from 
the arbitrary particularity of any immediately intuited or reflectively prioritized foundation, 
exhibit the self-particularizing and self-concretizing universality endemic in self-determined 
determinacy. 

In this sense, the system of right comprises the objective realization of freedom, through 
an immanently formulated process of determination, which starts with the most abstract 
conception of real, namely, not only logical, self-determination, progressively advancing 
to its even more concrete and inclusive conception. The vantage point is the most minimal 
determination pertaining to this juncture, i.e., the free-willing individual person that wills to 
conceptually specify and objectively realize its autonomy, while the terminal point coincides 
with the rise of the most determinately specified sphere of just conduct, where the concept of 
right is cognitively accessible in its entirety; that is, political right. 

In his intention to protect the equalization of self-determination and objectively valid 
normative justification from a possible foundationalist interpretation, Winfield effortlessly 
reiterates that freedom appropriately understood is not a principle. To regard freedom as a 
principle reflects an essentialist conception of determinacy, totally incongruent with the 
concept of self-determination. Admittedly, to be a principle means, first, to be in general 
something determinate before performing self-determination; second, to be the determining 
factor of something other than oneself. In both cases, the concept of self-determination is 
seriously misunderstood, obscuring the concept of right, which signifies nothing other than the 
reality of freedom. As a result, the rights, duties and institutions of right cannot account for 
their legitimacy.

Winfield draws on classical liberalism and Kantian practical philosophy as emblematic 
cases of mistakenly taking freedom as a principle. Liberalism’s conception of free will, being 
determinatively symmetrical with what Hegel labels formal or natural will, falls into the 
Hegelian critical argumentation against the alleged monopoly of the latter.32 By construing 
free will as the shared by all rational beings principal natural capacity of choosing among 
alternative contents, liberalism forfeits the true nature of self-determination and its justificatory 
exclusivity. In particular, the liberty honored by liberal thought is ill suited to serve as the proper 
definition of self-determination, for it does not realize the latter neither in regard to form nor to 
content. In fact, the form of willing, in this case, is reduced to a given natural capacity, while 
its content is equally given in an immediate fashion. By contrast, the actually self-determining 
will is fully self-responsible in regard to both its form and content. Indeed, Winfield observes 
that the whole ensemble of determinations comprising the system of right uncovers structures 
of willing that autonomously yield their form and content. For instance, in the case of abstract 
right in Hegel’s ethical thought, to be an owner of property is not a given, but rather a fully 
self-determined form of willing, that wills nothing else than itself as its content. 

Other things being equal, Kant’s non-natural conception of practical reason fares no better, 
being unable to circumvent the difficulties afflicting liberal liberty. Winfield explains:

‘Practical reason offers no solution either, for an agency that wills the mere lawfulness 
of its maxims leaves the particular content of action undetermined by freedom. This is 
well manifest by the fact that the will’s lawfulness neither gives it a specific end nor 
differentiates it from others. Consequently, practical reason remains a given common form 
32 See G.W.F. Hegel, Werke 7, Grundlinien der Philosophie des Rechts, Shurkamp Verlag Frankfurt 

am Main 1970, pp. 65-73.
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of agency that, like liberty, automatically figures as an antecedent principle determining 
what is secondary to itself.’33

In other words, both traditional liberal and Kantian interpretation of autonomy, hostage to 
the modern form of procedural foundationalism, fail to grasp the self-individualizing structure 
of the concept in general and the concept of free will in particular. However, to ignore the self-
individualizing nature of freedom in regard to its form and content amounts to a misguided 
account of self-determination, which consequently undercuts the possibility of a universally 
valid justification of normative contents. Rather, to cohere with the fact that normative 
validation is not resting on freedom as an antecedently given formal principle, but on freedom 
as actual individual reality, is to acknowledge that ‘[…] the volition must establish who wills 
no less than what is willed.’34 

Closely related to the last critical remarks is Winfield’s contention that if freedom is to be 
construed in a non-foundational way and uphold its unconditioned justificatory force, it should 
not be understood as a monological, merely self-relating structure. When free will is viewed as 
the choosing capacity of a separate and independent of other agents self, it is again reduced to a 
given capacity that cannot account for actual self-determination, since the capacity in question 
is a common endowment of all rational agents, failing to differentiate them in a immanent 
manner and thus exhibit volitional individuality. In that case, the form of willing is once more 
immediately granted, while its content, due to its determination by a former determining factor 
is not self-determined. By contrast, the only way to avoid the inconsistency of explicating 
freedom by presupposing it is to recognize that genuine ‘[…] self-determination can only be 
achieved when the will acts in reference not to nature or itself, but to other acting wills.’35 

In other words, the fatal for the appropriate definition of self-determination and, 
subsequently normative justification, the misconception of freedom as a merely natural or 
egological structure can be removed only by conceiving just conduct as the actuality of a 
fundamentally interactive structure of acting, pertaining to a plurality of free-willing agents. 
According to Winfield:

‘There is only one way the will can determine its own autonomy and escape the dilemma 
of already having to possess freedom in order to act in a self-determined fashion. This is 
for the will to interact with other agents so that within their interaction they each exercise 
an autonomous role that can only be engaged in within the very relationship they thereby 
establish through their own activity.’36

Engaging in interactive relations with other agents is the necessary condition for free 
will to determine both its form and its content in its own right. Indeed, in the framework 
of this interactive activity, forms of agency are settled that are not presupposed, but rather 
reflect nothing less than the self-grounding actuality of interaction itself, whereby the types of 
conduct assigned to each agent, as well as the limits of his agency for the protection of the free 
agency of others, are inherently determined. By willing these forms of conduct as its object, 
free will can be self-determined and valid also with respect to its content.

33 RaJ, p. 161.
34 RaJ, p. 161.
35 RaJ, p. 162.
36 RaJ, p. 163.
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Further, the association of valid justification with the unconditioned actuality and not the 
mere possibility of interaction makes well manifest that the structure of interaction is not, contra 
Habermas, Rawls etc., a formal foundation that grounds in an external fashion the requisites 
of just conduct. By contrast, it is the determined realization of the latter’s self-grounding and 
self-determining nature. Otherwise, we cannot help but relapse into the foundationalism of 
privileged determiners, to employ Winfield’s jargon. 

Conclusion

As a concluding remark, it may be added that Winfield is anything but willing to concede that 
Hegel’s resolution to develop his mature ethical theory in terms of a universally encompassing 
system, consisting in particular subsystems of conventional forms of interaction between 
agents mutually respectful of their freedom, is in any way free of fallacies and misconceptions. 
He rather holds that a lot of the determinations ingredient in the Hegelian system of right 
cannot be justifiably accepted to be immanent derivatives of the concept of free will in its 
unhindered self-activity. Contrariwise, they much more reflect prejudices contingent upon 
the historical context that Hegel was destined to lead his life, without being able to entirely 
overstep its accidental particularities in his theoretical studies on the right. 

Nonetheless, Winfield is sufficiently convinced that Hegel’s ultimate inability to perfectly 
satisfy his very own philosophical imperative, which dictates the immanent unity of form and 
content, does by no means undermine the validity of this imperative. One way or another, 
the philosophically legitimate determinacy is exclusively that, which, having attained its 
redemption from immediately given grounding norms, expresses nothing but the actual reality 
of self-determination. There is no other candidate for philosophical justification that could 
live up to the epistemological criterion of unconditioned universal validity and objectivity, 
a criterion which, as is also the case with every other legitimate determination, is not 
presupposed, but stems from the very same process of determination that would otherwise 
frame as a privileged foundation.37 

For my part, I am not intending to carry out a principled critical evaluation of Winfield’s 
position in this essay, since that would necessarily entail a much more elaborate account and 
assessment of his views on Hegelian philosophy that cannot take place here. Nevertheless, I 
think that such an undertaking is not of low philosophical importance and might turn out, in 
that respect, to be specially rewarding.

 References

Hegel, G.W.F. (1969) Werke 6, Wissenschaft der Logik 2. Frankfurt am Main: Shurkamp 
Verlag.

Hegel, G.W.F. (1970) Werke 7, Grundlinien der Philosophie des Rechts. Frankfurt am Main: 
Shurkamp Verlag.

Houlgate, S. (2005) “Why Hegel’s Concept is not the Essence of Things”. Hegel’s Theory of 
the Subject, ed. David Gray Carlson. London: Palgrave Macmillan.  

37 According to John McCumber: ‘The problem with Kant’s beginning is that universality and neces-
sity cannot be established by mere appeals to introspection. Indeed, at the beginning of philosophy (for 
Hegel) we do not even know what universality and necessity are; they are mere empty words. Like all 
other forms of thought, they need to be introduced and critically scrutinized in their proper place’. See 
John McCumber, Understanding Hegel’s Mature Critique of Kant, Stanford University Press 2013, p. 51.



Philosophy of Right without Foundations in Richard Dien Winfield’s Critical Hegelianism
by Charilaos Stampoulis

Future Human Image, Volume 18, 2022 73

Houlgate, S. (2006) The Opening of Hegel’s Logic. Indiana: Purdue University.
Maker, W. (1994) Philosophy without Foundations: Rethinking Hegel. New York: Suny Press.
McCumber, J. (2013) Understanding Hegel’s Mature Critique of Kant. California: Stanford 

University Press.
Rockmore, T. (1986) Hegel’s Circular Epistemology. Indiana: Indiana University Press.
Sparby, T. (2014) Hegel’s Conception of Determinate Negation. Leiden: Brill.
Winfield, R.D. (1988) Reason and Justice. U.S.A.: State University of New York Press. 
Winfield, R.D. (1991) Freedom and Modernity. New York: State University of New York 

Press.
Winfield, R.D. (2012) Hegel’s Science of Logic: a Critical Rethinking in Thirty Lectures. 

Maryland: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers.
Winfield, R.D. (2013) Hegel’s Phenomenology of Spirit: a Critical Rethinking in 13 Lectures. 

Maryland: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers. 
Winfield, R.D. (2018) Autonomy and Normativity. London: Routledge.



Future Human Image, Volume 18, 202274

The Ecological Dimension  
of Sustainable Development:  

Bringing Forth Pedagogics to Safeguard  
the Global Future

Denys Svyrydenko1

Doctor of Philosophical Sciences, Professor, Guangdong University of Petrochemical 
Technology (Maoming, China)

E-mail: denis_sviridenko@ukr.net
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6126-1747

Frol Revin2

Ph.D. in Social and Educational Philosophy, National Pedagogical Dragomanov University 
(Kyiv, Ukraine)

E-mail: frollrevin@gmail.com
 https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7349-8079

Svyrydenko, Denys, and Frol Revin (2022) The Ecological Dimension of Sustainable 
Development: Bringing Forth Pedagogics to Safeguard the Global Future. Future Human 
Image, Volume 18, 74-81. https://doi.org/10.29202/fhi/18/7

Training of citizens with a high level of environmental awareness, eco-consciousness and sustainable 
culture on the basis of new informed criteria for assessing the relationship between human society and 
nature should become one of the main instruments in solving extremely acute environmental and related 
socio-economic problems. Environmental education, as a holistic cultural phenomenon that includes 
the processes of inculcated education and (most importantly) personality development, should be aimed 
at the formation of ecological culture as a crucial component of the system of national and public 
education of all strata of the global population. In particular, within our educational system emphasis 
should be put on imparting through environmental education with the help of public environmental 
organizations by updating and making our academic disciplines, training programs, and approaches 
greener, more sustainable as well as making sure they provide professional environmental training 
through basic environmental education. Solving these pressing issues should ensure the formation of 
integral ecological knowledge and thinking platform within our educational institutions, necessary for 
the adoption of environmentally sound national and global decisions at all levels of the socio-political 
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entities, groups, spheres of influence and activity fostering and facilitating thereby an in-depth mastery 
and understanding of ecological knowledge and agenda, furthering the formation and development of 
ecological thinking, consciousness and culture among students as well as the general population. With 
the presently looming threat of an environmental catastrophe, the authors are convinced that only a 
balanced, ecologically safe harmonious and sustainable program of action is our way out and should be 
the basic idea, forming and informing the methodological crux of environmental education in accordance 
with international policies, standards and practices.

Keywords: sustainable development, UNESCO, ecological safety, 2030 Agenda, levels of eco-
education
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Historical context of environmental education

The first attempts at environmental education can be traced back to the beginning of the 
18th century, when Jean-Jacques Rousseau emphasized the importance of education focused on 
the environment in his treatise “Emile, or On Education.” Inspired by Rousseau’s philosophy, 
Louis Agassiz encouraged students to study nature, not books. These two influential programs 
helped to clarify and elaborate environmental and nature studies curricula which first appeared 
in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. The contemporary movement of environmental 
education, which began to develop in the late 1960s and early 1970s, arises from the study 
of nature and champions education focused on the preservation of resources. With the onset 
of the Cold War, scientists (ecologists and educators among them) have begun to sound the 
alarm warning of radiation fallout, significant air pollution and hazardous depletion of natural 
resources, bringing attention to, stimulating, and fueling the public concern for health and 
the environment – all of this eventually contributing to the crystallization and unification 
of the phenomenon sustainable development coupled with the emergence of the field of 
environmental protection within academia (Stables & Scott, 2002: 58).

Thus, the term environmental education first appeared in The Journal of Environmental 
Education in 1969, having been coined by William B. Stapp, who became the first director 
of environmental education at UNESCO, followed by his post at Global Rivers International 
Network. Ultimately, the first Earth Day, held on April 22, 1970 – an event dedicated to 
heightening nationwide awareness regarding environmental issues – paved the way for the 
modern environmental education movement. At the same time, U.S. President Richard Nixon 
passed the National Environmental Education Act, which officially added environmental 
education to the K-12 school curriculum (Bonnett, 2007).

Following that, in the same year, the National Association for Environmental Education 
was created (1970) tasked with improving environmental literacy by providing resources to 
teachers and promoting environmental education programs. At the same time, environmental 
education received global recognition when a statement was made at the 1972 UN Conference 
on Environmental Issues in Stockholm proposing that environmental education be used as a 
tool to solve pressing global environmental concerns already beginning to present a serious 
threat to the global community. Based on the recommendations voiced at the conference, the 
UN created a United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), which as a regulatory body 
of the UN General Assembly, is aimed at monitoring environmental changes, encourages 
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and based on its findings coordinates international cooperation in the field of environmental 
protection. Accordingly, UNESCO and UNEP developed three main documents (the 
Stockholm Declaration in 1972, the Belgrade Charter in 1975 and the Tbilisi Declaration in 
1977), which, in addition to other shared initiatives dealing with environmental issues, lay 
down the foundation and directions of environmental education and protection.

The role of UNESCO in implementing the concept 
of environmental education

According to a recent report published by UNESCO, current ecological education is 
not adequately preparing students to adapt, take action and respond to climate change and 
environmental crises (Arico, 2014: 456-457). Hence, as part of the study “Educate for 
the sake of our planet”, curricula and programs in almost 50 countries in all regions were 
analyzed. More than half of them do not mention climate change, and only 19% mention 
biodiversity. In particular, the study observed a lack of attention to socio-emotional skills 
and action-oriented competencies central to effective environmental action and preservation. 
In an online survey of approximately 1,600 teachers and educators conducted as part of this 
study, a third of respondents indicated that environmental issues are clearly not a significant 
part of the teacher education curriculum. Responding to these alarming findings UNESCO 
proclaimed that education should prepare students to understand the current crisis and 
shape the future of the world. To save our planet, we must change our way of life, ways 
of production, consumption and interaction with nature. The inclusion of education for 
sustainable development in all educational programs, therefore, must become a fundamental 
element (Eulefeld, 1979).

In order to remedy the situation, UNESCO has set itself a new goal: to make environmental 
education the critical component of educational programs globally by 2025. To make it 
a reality, the organization works with all of its 193 member states to support curriculum 
reform and track progress in spreading the necessary knowledge, skills, values and attitudes 
leading to positive changes and protecting the planet’s future. In addition to that and to 
further strengthen the impact of this agenda, UNESCO launched #LearnForOurPlanet 
(#LearnForOurPlanet) worldwide campaign with the aim of calling for needed curriculum 
alterations as well as a wholesale systemic education sector transformation so that all people 
can learn for the sake of our planet, our own survival and for the sake of future life on 
our planet (Palmer, 2015: 264). As the leading institution of the UN system on education 
for sustainable development, UNESCO, therefore, aims to ensure that all students acquire 
the knowledge, skills, values and guidelines necessary to act for the benefit of the planet, 
coexisting in a productive, sustainable manner. Accordingly, in order to cement these 
ambitious aspirations, in 2019, the UN General Assembly adopted a resolution calling on 
the international community to expand the scope of education in the interests of sustainable 
development whereby the achievement of the goals of the 2030 Agenda is aimed at bring 
prosperity, peace and sustainable development both locally and globally (Shulla et al., 2020).

Guidelines of environmental competence formation

As part of the UNESCO drive for a raising the standards of environmental awareness and 
education, the authors presently would like to turn to highlighting a number of important 
constituent elements at the core of the methods utilized to develop a more robust education 
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for sustainable development (ESD) curriculum. In particular, we feel it paramount that 
every educator (regardless of the level of instruction) should foster self-discovery, promote 
self-education through various environmental education activities, aiding them in making 
independent eco-friendly, responsible consumption decisions in every daily life aimed at fueling 
and improving communal and global sustainable development. Undoubtedly, these provisions 
require the emergence and incorporation into the nationwide curricula of a fundamentally new 
pedagogical approach that tries to instill a truly pro-active, responsible stance towards the 
students’ daily activities, informing their decisions with critical, impactful data able to bring 
about an incremental change in their environmental attitude and values (Hart & Nolan, 1999: 
42-43).

As a result, one can observe a gradual positive shift in the learners’ ecological outlook 
and activity, represented by conscious enlightened behavior towards personal environmental 
choices, which generally requires the following:

a) developmental and systematic character of education;
b) enriched scientific nature of the content and methods of the educational process, its 

convergence with modern relevant scientific findings and social practices;
c) cultural relevance, understood as the correspondence of education to the 

achievements of the global and national culture;
d) adequate planning – a thorough process of harmonization of the natural, age- and 

level-related characteristics of a personal and group study program;
e) interconnected nature of educational activities, theoretical knowledge and practical 

skills and real-world ecological activity of the individual;
f) activity and independence in educational activities, interconnection and unity of 

educational and research work, education and self-education;
g) democracy and openness of the learning environment, a productive mixture of 

education and upbringing;
h) taking into account of the level of students’ preparation, age and individual 

capabilities;
i) creation of a positive classroom emotional climate, careful consideration of the 

motivational underpinnings of various ecological studies and learning activity 
as well as creative imparting of the system of appropriate environmental usage 
attitudes and dispositions;

j) a combination of collective and individual forms and methods of educational work 
and empowerment, which ensures personal and professional development and full 
self-actualization of the students’ latent potential to be capable, effective actors of 
positive global sustainable development. 

At the same time, we believe that proper understanding and appreciating of the goals, ends 
and means of environmental education in the context of effective, sustainable development 
practices, likewise, involves: expanding the concept of environmental education to cover broad 
developmental psycho-social issues; encouraging the development of system-oriented, critical 
and creative thinking, covering all levels of education and their interconnected relation to the 
various elements of the students’ personal and professional sphere; consideration of moral and 
value aspects of environmental education, promoting the ethics of responsibility; fostering the 
shift of emphasis from a purely didactic information transfer to the development of immersive 
learning environments promoting and providing proper problem-based engagement and 
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imparting decision-making skills through the introduction and constant classroom practice 
and reinforcement of the active-learning methodology (Sorensen, 1997).

Coupled with these broader concerns and approaches are a set of additional specific 
principles of environmental education, favoring: 

a) universality, continuity and variability as providing the possibility of choosing 
the level, content, pace, and form of environmental education in accordance with 
social requirements, personal abilities and inclinations;

b) systematicity and integrity of assimilation of eco-related knowledge, which 
promotes the understanding of the interdependence of natural and social processes, 
highlighting the inextricable connection between man and nature and our effects 
on it; 

c) interdisciplinarity, which considers ecological education as a synthetic science, 
harmoniously incorporated in the practice of the broader educational process and, 
therefore, relying on a cross-disciplinary approach that fosters impactful personal 
attitude and differentiation of pedagogical influences while taking into account the 
individual characteristics of each particular student; 

d) the unity of local, regional and global approaches, which provides familiarization 
with environmental problems at various levels and scopes of formal and practical 
participation in solving environmental problems calling for short, long-term and 
immediate engagement;

e) practical orientation, which involves solving specific environmental problems 
by means of developing a strong, well-informed grasp on environmental issues, 
acquiring effective ecological know-how, practicing and honing professional 
environmental skills and abilities.

Principles of eco-competence

In assessing the ecological education within our national education system, the authors 
conclude that present environmental content of school and university subjects acts only 
as a minor cumulative (at times – a very disorienting one) factor in the formation of the 
students’ environmental competence, since a typical Ukrainian school, (at best) presents 
ecology-related material and issues by means of an interdisciplinary inculcation, since 
ecology and environmental science are not a separate subject. Our comprehensive analysis 
of educational programs, thus, revealed that the main didactic role and responsibility in 
covering environmental and ecology-related status quo and approaches belongs primarily to 
the disciplines of geography and biology (Vysotska, 2011).

Thus, a shameful statistic is that on average environmental issues at pre to middle-level 
school account for only 8% of the total volume of educational issues, comprising a meager 6% 
of the total educational process. Such quantitative indicators are hopelessly behind compared 
to most global trends, which demonstrate a clear expansion of the study and research of the 
environmental issues within the Western educational process and curricula. These examples of 
the broadening influence of ecologically-related content within modern, progressive European 
countries suggests that in order to achieve a successful formation of the informational and 
cognitive component necessary for a well-structured scientific and academic approach to 
environmental studies and research, it is crucially important to balance the course content 
whereby we present ecological science findings and build courses according to the global, 
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regional, and local principle of individual and shared environmental impact (Kopnina, 
2020: 6). Following with this general principle of environmental education as well as its direct 
impact on the formation of environmental competence among the student body is particularly 
relevant, as it affects and enriches their everyday level of environmental competence and 
practice. Thus, while we arm our students with the relevant knowledge while engaging 
their active ecological participation in the day-to-day affairs of their community outside of 
the classroom, it is important to keep them aware and enthusiastic about finding ways how 
to connect their immediate ecological activity to the global level and efforts aimed towards 
actualizing sustainable environments not as an auxiliary agenda, but as a core ever-present 
conviction and drive determining the worldview of the individual.

While our analysis of local educational programs gives grounds for the conclusion that 
ecological knowledge is mainly focused on a predominantly scientific approach (leaving 
little room for creativity or alternative views), mostly scrutinizing and relating to global and 
regional environmental problems, there is, at the same time, a paradoxical striking lack of 
material devoted to the environmental problems of the natural and man-made environmental 
hazards at the primary school level, which, to our mind, is decisive in the formation of the 
student’s maturity and environmental competence (Kahn, 2010). A person’s awareness of his 
own involvement in environmental problems is of particular importance for the formation 
of environmental competence. This requires information related to their manifestation at the 
household level and in everyday activities. Having acquired knowledge at the everyday level, 
the schoolchild not only realizes the nature and extent of his own impact on the environment, 
but also learns to act in such a way as to minimize his impact on it. 

Ways of formation of educational eco-competence. The general overload of the lesson 
process practically makes it impossible to expand environmental issues with materials of local 
rank and those that have a domestic orientation. However, today’s realities require changes in 
the style of nature use among today’s students and their families. Therefore, the introduction 
into the extracurricular process of a series of special optional courses devoted to local 
everyday problems is almost the only possible way to mitigate this contradiction. Courses on 
studying the problem of household pollution (“Click on the garbage!”) have been developed 
for students in grades 7-9, which clearly illustrates everyone’s involvement and responsibility 
in relation to the problem, and a comprehensive course “The House You Live In” that shows 
the main environmental problems that arise as a result of personal or family consumption of 
natural resources. High school students are assigned the “Energy Conservation” course aimed 
at developing the skills of economical use of nature and provided for the possession of a 
certain amount of knowledge in physics (Vysotska, 2011).

Such direct involvement in solving environmental problems makes it possible to resolve 
the main contradiction of modern school environmental education between the predominantly 
uncritical totality of environmental knowledge presented in various educational subjects and 
the possibilities of schoolchildren in their application, limited by social status and role, age-
related psychophysical characteristics, etc. (Kato, 2015). The interdisciplinary approach to 
eco-education consists in the coordinated use of the educational and educational potential 
of all educational subjects and extracurricular educational work with the aim of forming the 
environmental competence of schoolchildren. Environmental education and upbringing in the 
vast majority of general educational institutions of our country are carried out according to 
multi-subject and mixed models. According to this approach, the principle of interdisciplinary 
becomes of primary importance, since the ecological content is presented aspect by aspect in 
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each educational subject of the natural and social-humanities cycles in accordance with their 
specifics,

Levels of Eco-education

Lastly, we would like to briefly set out a vision for a level-based ecological curriculum that 
involves all manner of educational establishments if they are to provide effective up-to-date 
environmental education. The basic level of environmental education (as well as the formation 
of environmental competence) is intended for schoolchildren and the general population, whose 
professional activities do not significantly affect the state of the environment. Formation of the 
basic level of environmental competence is provided by the primary school (grades 5-9). It is 
standard and mandatory for every ordinary citizen, regardless of age, social status, profession, 
etc. (Havrysh, 2014).

The advanced level of environmental education (environmental competence) is aimed at 
professional groups that have a significant impact on the environment or are directly engaged 
in environmental protection activities. Since the general processes of reforming the education 
of Ukraine envisage the introduction of specialized training already in the senior classes of 
the comprehensive school, accordingly, the formation of an in-depth level of environmental 
competence begins in the senior school (grades 10-11). Coupled with levels of ecological 
pedagogics are particular aspects of the formation of environmental awareness among students 
educators need to consider. Thus, the cognitive plane is presented in the content of natural and 
humanitarian subjects. This is scientific knowledge about the structure, energy, and functioning 
of the biosphere as a whole system, the unity of man and society with nature, ecological 
problems and ways to solve them, and modern tasks of nature protection. The value aspect 
of the content is determined by the moral and value orientation of a person’s relationship to 
nature, a sense of responsibility to current and future generations, and consideration of nature as 
a unique, universal value. The normative sphere of eco-education contains a system of norms, 
rules, prescriptions and prohibitions regarding human interaction with the environment, legal 
bases of nature use, environmental rights and responsibilities of citizens (Ibid: 27).

Active is a set of various types and methods of activity aimed at the formation of cognitive 
and practical abilities and skills of an ecological nature in schoolchildren, the development 
of willpower, as well as the needs and abilities to show activity in solving environmental 
problems. A prominent place among them is the ability to make ecologically balanced 
decisions, to foresee the possible consequences of activities for the environment, to combine 
one’s own life interests with the modern and perspective state of the environment.

Conclusions

Currently, notwithstanding acceptance of the UNESCO 2030 Agenda roadmap and 
implementation conditions, Ukraine is delaying the adoption and development of the concept of 
Education for Sustainable Development. environmental education in Ukraine and in many parts 
of the world continues to be based on the principles of approaching nature as an inexhaustible 
resource without taking into account the catastrophic consequences of such an approach. And 
these consequences have already led to irreversible changes and require a radical restructuring 
of approaches to the formation of both the general principles of environmental education and 
the training of “professional ecologists” for all branches and systems of management and 
ensuring the appropriate level of technogenic and ecological safety of life.
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At the current stage of education reform, a new position regarding environmental education 
should be established as a tool for the socialization of the individual, and his adaptation to life 
in an urbanized environment in the conditions of the development of a civil, informational 
society. This approach to the understanding of environmental education makes it possible to 
present it as a new educational field with extracurricular functions aimed at forming value 
orientations of attitudes towards the environment: natural and artificial – transformed by 
human activity and the inner world of the person himself, his health, spiritual and material 
needs. Environmental education should receive the status of a strategic, large-scale, important 
priority field, with expanded and updated content, form and methods of education.
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Introduction

At first glance, it seems that Marxism put purely economic, political, and socio-philosophical 
tasks at the center of its attention. Whereas such an area of philosophical knowledge as aesthetics, 
most likely, should have been “in the shadow” of thinkers who worked in line with Marxist 
philosophy. However, both Chinese and Neo-Marxism shows and proves just the opposite – 
aesthetics has served and continues to serve as a powerful factor for the implementation of 
certain ideas and principles that come from the works and concepts proposed by Karl Marx and 
Friedrich Engels.

Scientific research by Western and Chinese historians of philosophy became the basis of our 
research. However, we cannot see in their comparative analysis the functioning of aesthetics in 
Chinese and Neo-Marxism. Therefore, the purpose of this article is to analyze the peculiarities 
of the formation and development of aesthetics studies in such areas of Marxism as Chinese and 
Frankfurt schools.

It can be emphasized that there are a number of fundamental studies of understanding aesthetics 
issues in Chinese and Neo-Marxism – Rodrigo Duarte (2005), Friedemann Grenz (1983), Herbert 
Kaiser (1983), Volker Kaiser (2005), Hartmut Scheible (1983), Chest Thies (2005), Chengbing 
Wang and Michael Peters (Wang & Peters, 2021). The methodological basis of the study was 
research conducted in the framework of reception a studies, as well as comparative philosophy. 
This was facilitated by the scientific works of Ukrainian researchers Sergii Rudenko and Yaroslav 
Sobolievskyi (Rudenko & Sobolievskyi, 2021; Rudenko et al., 2021). At the same time, we 
cannot find a comparative analysis of the topic under study. Therefore, for a comprehensive and 
systematic consideration of the aesthetics problematics in these areas of Marxism, it would be 
conceptual, in our opinion, to single out two of the following aspects:

1) Features understanding the role of art in Neo-Marxism’s aesthetics studies;
2) Specific formation and current state of aesthetics studies in Chinese Marxism.

Let us consider each of them further in more detail.

Μeaning and significance of art in Neo-Marxism’s aesthetics studies 

If we talk about neo-Marxism, then first of all we are talking about the so-called Frankfurt 
School. Frankfurt School – critical theory of modern (industrial) society, a kind of neo-
Marxism. The main representatives are Theodor Adorno, Max Horkheimer, Herbert Marcuse, 
and Erich Fromm, from the second generation – Jürgen Habermas, and Oskar Negt. The 
term Frankfurt School is a collective name applied to thinkers associated with the Institute 
for Social Research in Frankfurt am Main; the representatives of critical theory themselves 
never united themselves under this name. In its search, the Frankfurt School is associated 
with Marxism, but “critical” Marxism, adapted because at the center of its philosophy is 
the criticism of rational reason and even the entire dialectic of the Enlightenment, which 
underlies the European spiritual culture of modern times.

“The disclosure of the meaning of art and generally aesthetic studies in the context of the 
works of thinkers of the Frankfurt School is due, emphasizes Rodrigo Duarte, to the fact that 
rational thinking initially has a defect – it is repressive, associated with domination and the 
will to power because its meaning lies in the mastery of an object separate from the subject 
and opposed to it, including nature (including the nature of man himself). This means that it 
is always overwhelming. Rationality penetrates human society and turns it into a collective 
of exposed anonymous people. Each person only seems to be a person, but in reality, he is 
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a pseudo-individuality. Instead of a rational man, it is necessary to produce a real man. To 
do this, it is necessary to throw off from our consciousness and from our ego, in general, 
the shackles of those forms of thinking, remaining in which we are doomed to reproduce 
society” (Duarte, 2005: 178). Art must do this. 

Genuine art expresses the truth of human existence in harmonious unity with nature 
when a person with his consciousness does not oppose himself to her but becomes like her 
and her creative forces. This harmony of man and nature is realized at the earliest stages of 
history. And true art should revive the spirit of that time, it becomes, as it were, a «search for 
lost time». And from these positions of the search for memory, we must consider the entire 
modern civilization.

‘‘But the truth, Chest Thies writes, proclaimed in this way must seem absurd to a person 
brought up in banal culture. Therefore, a form of contemporary art adequate to its tasks is 
the art of the absurd. Such art is inevitably doomed to loneliness, to conflict with the mass 
public. The romantic position of an unrecognized, incomprehensible, persecuted artist is the 
only possible one for those who work in line with such art. Therefore, its inevitable social 
form is elitism, which means that true art is in conflict with the concept of work as such. His 
works should no longer be works of art in the exact sense of the word but should be a means 
of its negation, and destruction. A real work of art is always «on the verge», it seems to 
balance between existence and imperfection. Art must model the evolutionary process of the 
destruction of rational reality, but model it not in the field of images, but in its own material 
architectonics. Schoenberg’s atonal music, as well as experiments with non-objectivity in 
painting, can be considered an example of such art’’. (Thies 2005, 193) 

Let us note here that it is an art that is most important for us, as the most open sphere, 
where the very negation that interests us manifests itself most fully. Not for nothing, for 
example, for the same Nietzsche, the only salvation from the human (that is, false) is beauty, 
the main, probably, artistic and aesthetic category. Even in The Dialectic of Enlightenment, 
Τheodor Adorno and Max Horkheimer say ‘‘that humanity had to inflict «something 
terrible» on itself in order for the self to arise, «the self-identical, purposeful, masculine 
character of man», and something similar is still repeated in everyone’s childhood. The 
desire to concentrate is inherent in the «I» at all stages of development, and always with the 
blind determination of this, «I» was the temptation to lose it. Narcotic intoxication, which 
is ready to pay for the euphoria associated with bringing the self into a suspended state with 
sleep-like death, is an ancient social institution; it mediates between self-preservation and 
self-destruction and is the attempt of the self to outlive itself. The fear of losing one’s self, 
and with it the boundary between one’s own and someone else’s life, timidity in the face of 
death and destruction go hand in hand with the promise of happiness, each time threatening 
civilization” (Kaiser, 2005: 205). This is exactly what true art should remind a person, but 
the truth that it reveals to the world turns out to be terrible for the rationalistic world because 
it reveals a different, human, and not natural negativity, which is the «new blood» of art. This 
is especially evident in the context of neo-Marxist reflections on music.

For example, in Philosophy of New Music, Theodor Adorno notes that “the inexpressible 
and non-objective musical element, which, starting with Schopenhauer, was taken from 
music by irrationalist philosophy, made this art form inaccessible to the ratio of venality...
however, as soon as industrial management all cultural goods have developed into a kind of 
totality, it also acquires power over aesthetic nonconformist art ... radical music in the era of 
late industrialism found itself in complete isolation” (Adorno, 2006: 45-46).
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In other words, radical music (for Adorno it is Schoenberg and his followers), which is the 
very “new blood”, is suppressed by “organized society.” «Organized society» is the triumph 
of rationalization that subjugates the individual. At the same time, it is also the complete 
domination of alienation over the human personality. It excludes all social activity of people, 
dividing them, «atomizing», destroying all human ties, and asserting in their place connections 
alienated and «reified», that is, inorganic for the human personality and preventing true 
communication of individuals. It creates a powerful «industry of culture», which fills all the 
free time of each person only to use the illusion of freedom that has arisen to suppress the 
individual in him in favor of the state-ideological. The main means of creating such an illusion 
is art, which thus turns into a false consciousness, an ideology. That is why Adorno appears 
here as a critic of art, and, above all, of music. In music, two aspects should be distinguished: 
cognitive (recreation of real social contradictions) and ideological (the desire to veil these 
contradictions), naturally, these aspects are mutually exclusive. 

a) the first aspect ensures that it reproduces the truth of the social state; 
b) the second, on the contrary, serves to create the illusion of society about itself.

The ideological side of music reflects the desire of a rationalistic society to present itself 
in the form of a new, moreover, natural and harmonious totality, while its cognitive aspect 
continues to express insoluble contradictions – unnaturalness and disharmony. 

Now, having clarified these points, we can move on to considering the views of another 
representative of the Frankfurt School – Herbert Marcuse, who is interesting to us for his more 
radical views, as well as the fact that his books were extremely popular among the youth of 
that time. What Adorno called «organized society» Marcuse calls «repressive civilization», 
its trouble is in the dominance of science, the mechanization of consciousness, from which 
aesthetic and ethical (that is, universal) categories are forced out: ‘‘If Good and Beauty, Peace 
and Justice are not deducible either from ontological or from scientific provisions, then their 
universal significance and reality cannot receive a logical justification. In terms of scientific 
reason, they remain a matter of preference, and no resurrection of Aristotelian or Thomistic 
philosophy for the justification of values by scientific rationality is a priori rejected by 
scientific reason. The unscientific nature of these ideas fatally weakens their opposition to 
existing reality; ideas become just ideals, and their concrete content evaporates into an ethical 
or metaphysical atmosphere” (Markuse, 2006: 198). 

This is due to the fact that a critical attitude to reality is just as ousted from consciousness 
as the opposition is ousted from society, the natural balance is disturbed and replaced by an 
artificial balance, while “we silently accept the need for the peaceful production of means of 
destruction, brought to wasteful consumption, education and education that prepares for the 
defense of what deforms both the defenders themselves and what they defend” (Markuse, 
2006: 15). A contemporary of Herbert Marcuse, Konrad Lorenz, connects this with the loss 
of the natural instinct for self-preservation and brilliantly describes in his book The Eight 
Deadly Sins of Civilized Mankind, where the last and worst sin is the invention, storage, and 
production of nuclear weapons. We give this example to show that the ideas of the Frankfurters 
were not mere inventions of whimsical minds, after two world wars and the Caribbean crisis, 
something had to change in the minds of people. Therefore, Marcuse’s ideas about a new 
social revolution do not seem so wild at all.
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Features of aesthetics studies in Chinese Marxism:  
between culture and politics

In the Chinese Marxism case, there are a number of difficulties. So, for western audiences, 
Chinese aesthetic Marxists may seem not only derivative, but outdated: as discussed earlier, 
they were inspired by classical German philosophy and the writings of Marx, and their 
theoretical discourse is filled with terms such as the “essence of beauty”. ,’’’humanization of 
nature’’, ‘’final realization of the human essence’’, etc. These phrases are generally dismissed 
as «metaphysical» and «essentialist» among contemporary scholars in the United States and 
Western Europe who are interested in Marxism and cultural criticism. 

Hence, Chinese aesthetics forms an essential part of this historical struggle with Western 
thought, although at the same time it absorbed elements of Western aesthetic thought and not 
only Marxist thought. For example, in the article, The Spreading and Influence of German 
Aesthetics in China, Liu Gangji showed that modern Chinese aesthetics had been largely 
formed by dealing with the German tradition of aesthetics. Because of the enormous problems 
of translation, this tradition of aesthetics – from German idealism to Karl Marx and Martin 
Heidegger – was received in China with a phase shift of about 100 to 150 years. Due to this 
background, it is not surprising that the discourse of Chinese aesthetics of the 20th century 
was largely shaped by the categories and questions of German philosophy of the 18th and 19th 
centuries. The rather rigid reception of Marxism only reinforced this tendency (Pohl, 2018: 
338).

Another problem with Chinese aesthetic Marxists is that their language is generally 
abstract and philosophical, and refers more to German and continental European thought 
than specifically Chinese. This creates another obstacle for Sinology in the West. To a China 
specialist, this aesthetic debate may seem unattractive, as an officially sanctioned ideological 
rehearsal of Marxist-Leninist doctrines, is hardly useful for analyzing political reality in China.

However, aesthetics assumes a special place in China grappling with Western thought. 
First, aesthetics, particularly in its early modern phase, constituted a realm relatively free of 
politics. For this reason, it attracted the Chinese to explore freely and without political restraint, 
occidental thought. Second, the philosophy of art as part and parcel of aesthetics offered, as 
already mentioned, many ways of linking up with China’s own tradition. 

This is important because other than the mainstream of Chinese traditional social and 
political thought, particularly Confucianism – this part of the Chinese tradition had not been 
discredited by the reception of Western ideas and the radical anti-traditionalism of the May 
Fourth period. Quite on the contrary, when the Chinese at the beginning of the 20th century 
began to define their place in relation to the West, they understood their own culture as an 
essentially aesthetic one. In their monumental History of Chinese Aesthetics (Zhongguo 
meixue shi 中国美学十五讲), Li Zehou and Liu Gangji marked as the last and most important 
characteristic of traditional Chinese aesthetics the idea that an aesthetic consciousness was 
regarded as the highest and noblest consciousness to be attained in life (Pohl, 2018: 337). 
Therefore, the encounter with Western thought offered the Chinese, on the one hand, a range 
of fascinatingly new ideas (such as the category of the tragic or Hegel’s grand system) and, on 
the other, to look for familiar concepts which could be aligned with their own tradition. 

Particularly Cai Yuanpei (1868-1940), the president of Peking University during the May 
Fourth period, felt motivated to this twofold endeavor. He was instrumental in formulating the 
idea of the mentioned cultural-aesthetic self-understanding of the Chinese. Through his studies 
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in Germany, he was familiar with occidental philosophy, particularly with Immanuel Kant. He 
regarded Western man as largely shaped by religion, whereas for China he held aesthetics (a 
combination of ritual, art, and ethics) to be the functional equivalent to religion in the West. 
For this reason, he demanded modern China «aesthetic education in the place of religion». As 
China was in the process of re-install aesthetic education in schools, one can see that his ideas 
are still reverberating there (though he failed with his attempts in his own time).

Kang Liu emphasizes: ‘‘Hence, when comparing Chinese Marxist debates about aesthetics 
and Western Marxist aesthetic theories, another factor is the nature of aesthetic discourse and 
cultural critique. The aesthetic debate (1956–1964) ‘‘should be understood within the context of 
the complex process of establishing a socialist hegemony and modernizing the economy. First 
of all, the debate was to serve the objective of disseminating Marxism in China’s intellectual 
circles. Second, the emphases in the debate on cultural reconstruction, practice in material life, 
and the utopian vision of a ‘‘humanized nature’’ were linked to the project of modernization. In 
order to ensure a socialist hegemony, Mao launched continued campaigns to promote Marxism, 
and criticize «bourgeois and feudalist» ideas. Aesthetics proved to be a resilient spot within 
China’s cultural arena, then filled with tension. As a field of inquiry, aesthetics is inextricably 
connected to literature and the arts. Yet its discourse is more philosophical than practical, and 
thus, it is distanced from literary and art criticism. This distance, however tenuous and fragile 
in China’s volatile circumstances, made aesthetic discussions less vulnerable to political 
interference. Moreover, aesthetics in China has been associated with the May Fourth legacy, 
and its German origin also has special appeal to Chinese revolutionaries due to its relationship 
with Marxism. At first, Mao and his cultural bureaucrats saw the need to engage in a Marxist 
critique of aesthetics as a predominantly «bourgeois» discourse. And for the sake of studying 
Marxism, discussions of Marxist aesthetic theories were encouraged” (Kang, 2010: 122).

Based on this, culture and the cultural revolution are inextricably linked with the Marxist 
projects of critiquing capitalist modernity and building alternative modernity. Aesthetics and 
culture were at the center of attention in Chinese Marxist circles. In this respect, the diverse 
practices and designs of Chinese Marxism are similar to those of Western Marxism or an 
equally distinct variety of Euro-American Marxist intellectual enterprises. But apart from 
a partial understanding of Maoism, Western Marxists knew little about what their Chinese 
counterparts were doing in a different context. Thus, while it is generally believed that Maoism 
changed the way Europeans thought about Marxism, by comparing Chinese aesthetic Marxism 
and Western Marxism, we can get an idea of the historical development of modern Marxism. 

Should the aesthetic only serve the negative function of critique? It makes sense for 
Marxists in the advanced capitalism of Western Europe and North America to insist on the 
negative, critical function of the aesthetic. Yet the Chinese aesthetic Marxists contended, in 
a different context, that the aesthetic holds out a constructive promise in a socialist society. 
Furthermore, this Chinese constructive view of the aesthetic is not merely a local and particular 
vision. By virtue of the fact that Chinese aesthetic Marxism is engaged in a Marxist discourse 
that is universalist and utopian, the constructive, rather than a negative function that they see 
in the aesthetic pertains to Marxist utopianism and universalism. It can be argued that a utopian 
vision lies at the heart of Western Marxist projects, however negative and critical they may 
appear. In contemporary China, a Marxist cultural politics is faced with the task of critiquing 
Mao’s instrumentalization and politicization of culture and aesthetics, as well as China’s local, 
national, and classical traditions. This Marxism will have to address the consequences of the 
global capitalism that deeply penetrates China today. The Deng and post-Deng era has greatly 
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exacerbated the ideological tensions and contradictions in China, and any Marxist critique 
cannot but confront Deng’s legacy as well as post-Deng cultural and ideological contradictions. 
But there is also the positive, constructive aspect of the aesthetic. To be sure, this positive 
notion is eminently utopian. The positive, constructive utopian aspiration that Chinese aesthetic 
Marxism upholds deserves serious consideration. It had functioned effectively as a theoretical 
paradigm shaping much of the ferment in China in the 1980s. Moreover, as a humanist vision, 
it has a critical relevance to Marxism and socialism in general (Kang, 2000: 189).

Chinese aesthetics and Western Marxism create a theoretical space for critical intervention, 
reinforcing cultural politics. European and North American cultural politics contributed to 
the formation of an oppositional vision, focused mainly on the problems of domination and 
resistance, manipulation and self-government, consent and coercion in modern capitalist 
society. By contrast, aesthetic Marxism in China had a dual mission: 

a) to criticize the internal contradictions of revolutionary hegemony;
b) to offer a constructive vision of culture in a post-revolutionary society.

Τhus, China attempted to reposition itself in relation to postmodernity. Such a vested, 
entangled textual space unavoidably entailed a Chinese version of ‘‘schizophrenic discourse.’’ 
It had to address the alienation of culture and the aesthetic as a historical consequence of 
its own revolutionary hegemony. This cultural and ideological alienation under socialism 
was exacerbated by a postmodern cultural production that infiltrated China as a result of the 
modernization drive and reform. And finally, the Cultural Reflection had to fulfill its self-
imposed burden of seeking ways to reconstruct a modern and national culture, a task raised over 
and over again in China’s modern history. Therefore, in the planning for the various disciplines 
in China, philosophy stands at the first level, and it is comprised of  second-level disciplines, 
namely: Marxist philosophy, Chinese philosophy, aesthetics, logic, ethics, foreign philosophy, 
and philosophy of science and technology. Generally speaking, Marxist philosophy is one of 
the strongest second-level disciplines among all philosophical disciplines in Chinese colleges 
or universities (Wang & Peters 2021).

Conclusions

Thus, after analyzing the features and specifics of the formation and functioning of 
aesthetics studies in Chinese and Neo-Marxism, we can draw the following conclusions:

1. It was revealed that the representatives of Western Marxism, represented by such 
thinkers of the Frankfurt School as Theodor Adorno and Herbert Marcuse, saw 
the disclosure of the meaning of art and aesthetic research in general due to the 
fact that rational thinking initially has a drawback – it is repressive, associated 
with domination and the will to power. In contrast to this, true art, according to 
European neo-Marxist philosophers, expresses the truth of human existence in 
harmonious unity with nature, when a person does not oppose himself to it with his 
consciousness, but becomes like it and its creative forces.

2. In China, culture and the cultural revolution are inextricably linked with the Marxist 
projects of critiquing capitalist modernity and building alternative modernity. 
Aesthetics and culture also were at the center of attention in Chinese Marxist circles. 
In this respect, the diverse practices and designs of Chinese Marxism are similar to 
those of Western Marxism or an equally distinct variety of Euro-American Marxist 
intellectual enterprises. Aesthetic Marxism in China had a dual mission – to criticize 
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the internal contradictions of revolutionary hegemony and to offer a constructive 
vision of culture in a post-revolutionary society. 
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Introduction

The obvious progress of modern Ukrainian academic Sinology is an important element 
of the contemporary domestic academic Oriental studies institutionalization, which began 
more than three decades ago. The A.Yu. Krymskyi Institute of Oriental Studies of the NAS 
of Ukraine, as a peer of the birth of an independent Ukraine in 1991 and its leading scientific 
institution for the study of the peoples of the Orient, has become the primary center of national 
academic Chinese studies. It most prominent figure in Ukraine and abroad is Doctor of 
Philosophical Sciences Viktor Kiktenko, who now is the Head of the Asia-Pacific Department 
of this institute and also co-founder and editor-in-chief of the journal “Ukraine-China”, and 
scientific editor of the journal “Chinese Studies”. Co-founder of the Ukrainian Association of 
Sinologists, he actively contributes to the shaping and, at the same time, studying of the history 
of the philosophical research area of Ukrainian, in particular academic, Sinology of the 18th – 
early 21st centuries. And his well-known colleagues in this association, such as its co-founder 
late Vladyslav Sednev, former professor of Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv and 
doctoral student of the Institute of World Economy and International Relations of the NAS 
of Ukraine, took an active part in the growth of that area. No less famous Sinologist is Serhii 
Kapranov, who works both as a senior researcher in the Department headed by V. Kiktenko and 
as an employee of the H. S. Skovoroda Institute of Philosophy of the NAS of Ukraine. Scholars 
and diplomats Volodymyr Pyrohiv and Vasyl Hamianin, as V. Kiktenko’s and S. Kapranov’s 
ex-colleagues at the founded by the world-famous Orientalist O. Pritsak the A. Yu. Krymskyi 
Institute of Oriental Studies of the NAS of Ukraine, are also noted Sinologists. A significant 
contribution to the mentioned philosophical research area was made by both Alla Usyk 
(2019), Ph. D. in Philosophy from the H. S. Skovoroda Institute of Philosophy of the NAS of 
Ukraine, and late Olexander Boichenko, Doctor of Philosophical Sciences from the Center for 
Humanitarian Education of the NAS of Ukraine. Also notable is the participation of scholars 
from other institutes of the NAS of Ukraine in the rise of the philosophical research area of the 
modern Ukrainian academic Sinology. Among them is Tetiana Brovarets from M.T. Rylsky 
Institute of Art Studies, Folklore and Ethnology of NAS of Ukraine. The achievements of 
Sinologists from other national academies of Ukraine also attract attention, such as the ones 
of Oksana Shparyk from the Institute for Pedagogical and Adult Education of the National 
Academy of Educational Sciences of Ukraine. Thus, the purpose of this research is to provide 
an overview of the main results of the rise of philosophical research area of the modern 
Ukrainian academic Sinology both in the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine and other 
domestic national academies of sciences.   

Academic philosophical Sinology in independent Ukraine:  
the shaping of its image in the context of growth  

and self-reflection from the end of the Stalin era to the present day 

The examination of the history of academic philosophical Sinology in Ukraine is impossible 
without a systematic analysis of philosophical Chinese studies in the Ukrainian SSR and the 
USSR as a whole, as follows from the conclusions of our two papers (Vdovychenko, 2021; 
Vdovychenko, 2022). Such a survey provides for the continuation of review of the origin 
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and development of the university studies both in the Ukrainian SSR and Ukraine on the 
history of Chinese philosophical education, science and culture, begun in these publications. 
The author of this article examined in them the rise of philosophical Sinology research mainly 
in the field of studying the evolution of Taoism, Confucianism and Chinese Buddhism at the 
universities of the capital of the Ukrainian SSR and now Ukraine. This rise intensified primarily 
at the Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv during the Khrushchev “thaw” in the 
USSR. Shortly after the completion of more than thirty years of Stalinism in the Ukrainian 
SSR and the USSR, the textbook “The Development of Philosophical Thought in Ancient 
China” (1958) was published at this university. Written by the professors of the Department 
of History of Philosophy V. Dmytrychenko and V. Shynkaruk, this edition was dedicated to 
the 10th anniversary of the foundation of the People’s Republic of China on October 1, 1949. 
Investigated in the paper (Rudenko & Liashenko, 2020), the history of this manual witnessed 
the revival and, in fact, a new stage in the progress of Ukrainian philosophical Sinology after 
the Stalin era. It is noteworthy that its co-author was V. Shunkaryk, which was one the most 
famous graduates of Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv and director in 1968 – 
2001 of the H. S. Skovoroda Institute of Philosophy of the NAS of Ukraine. And Sinology 
of the Ukrainian SSR in the post-war period (1945 – 1991) became the heir to the successes 
and losses of the four previous stages identified and studied by V. Kiktenko in a series of his 
monographs, such as (Kiktenko, 2018). The first three of them are also the so-called all-Russian 
periods of domestic Chinese studies, namely: 1. pre-scientific (1701 – 1806); 2. scientific and 
educational (1806 – 1913) and 3. practical Sinology (1913 – 1918). The last of them was the 
dawn of Ukrainian, but still pre-Soviet, Sinology, and the first half (1918 – 1944) of the period 
of Chinese studies in the Ukrainian SSR or the scientific and ideological stage (1918 – 1991) 
became a time of terrible losses of domestic Sinology from Stalin’s repressions.   

The very fruitful progress of modern Ukrainian Chinese studies represents the current 
or fifth, according to V. Kikenko, scientific and educational period or the stage of shaping 
since 1991 to the present day of the national school of Sinology in Ukraine. We studied its 
development both in a number of Kyiv universities, first of all at the National University of 
“Kyiv-Mohyla Academy,” the Vadym Hetman Kyiv National Economic University, the Kyiv 
National Linguistic University and Borys Grinchenko Kyiv University, and some regional 
universities and institutes in Lviv, Kharkiv and Luhansk. But one of the most illustrative 
examples of the success of this process is the long-term fertile cooperation of the Taras 
Shevchenko National University of Kyiv and the number of institutes of the NAS of Ukraine. 
The leading place among them all three last decades has been occupied by the A.Yu. Krymskyi 
Institute of Oriental Studies of the NAS of Ukraine and the H. S. Skovoroda Institute of 
Philosophy of the NAS of Ukraine. Their scholars make a significant contribution to the teaching 
of Sinology disciplines primarily at this university. On the part of the latter, this cooperation 
was actively supported by the sinologists of the Department of Chinese, Korean and Japanese 
philology (renamed the Department of Languages and Literatures of the Far East and South 
East Asia in 2016), Institute of Philology of the Taras Shevchenko National University of 
Kyiv, namely Chinese translators and professors late Serhii Kostenko, late Yaroslava Shekera 
and Nadiya Kirnosova. Their numerous philosophical and literary studies, devoted mainly to 
Ancient China, were published in the periodicals of the A.Yu. Krymskyi Institute of Oriental 
Studies of the NAS of Ukraine and the Ukrainian Association of Sinologists, first of all in the 
journals “The Oriental Studies”, “The World of the Orient”, “Chinese Studies” etc. At the same 
time, the publications of the Sinologists of the two said institutes, primarily the ones of V. 
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Kiktenko and S. Kapranov, many times adorned the pages of periodicals of this most famous 
and authoritative Kyiv university, for example, its “Bulletin”, a series of “Oriental Languages 
and Literatures”. The very important role in coordinating the scientific cooperation between 
scholars of the NAS of Ukraine, their Chinese colleagues and Sinologists from all over the 
world, is played by the mentioned association, headed by V. Kiktenko. The Ukrainian branch 
of the All-Union Association of Chinese Studies, formed during Gorbachev’s “perestroika” 
in 1988 at the Department of Literature, Linguistics and History of the USSR Academy of 
Sciences, was the direct predecessor of the Ukrainian Association of Sinologists. It was the 
former head of this branch V. Sednev and his colleagues and friends V. Kiktenko and S. 
Geranin, who together founded the said association in 2003.        

Like the three of them, the foundations of Ukrainian post-war Sinology in the 1950s – 
1980-s were laid by their professors and fellow students from universities and the Academy of 
Sciences of the Ukrainian SSR, for example well-known then and now scholars R. Brodsky, 
Z. Enolsky, A. Kovalevsky and A. Shanin. In addition to these professors and graduates of the 
state universities of Kyiv, Kharkiv and Lviv, the Chinese studies in Ukraine were developed by 
no less brilliant connoisseurs of both the Chinese language and culture, such as a graduate of 
the Warsaw Institute of Oriental Studies M. Knoroz and a graduate of the Harbin Polytechnic 
Institute M. Lytvynenko. Let’s pay special attention among them to the founder of the school 
of Ukrainian translation of Chinese literature late I. Chirko, a former senior researcher at the 
Institute of Ukrainian Studies of the said Academy and a professor of Chinese at Kyiv State 
University and Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Ukrainian SSR. His no less famous colleague 
was the Ukrainian Sinologist late B. Vetrov, at that time an employee of the Institute of Oriental 
Studies of the USSR Academy of Sciences. The contribution to domestic Chinese studies of 
the second half of the 20th century by the graduates of Kyiv State University L. Leshchenko, 
V. Volkovinsky and Doctor of Philology V. Rezanenko is also very remarkable. The last of 
them is the author of the first monographs in the USSR on the subject of the semantic-graphic 
system of Chinese hieroglyphic script. These scholars and their colleagues, like the same V. 
Sednev and V. Kiktenko, jointly developed domestic university and academic Chinese studies, 
using the experience of the repressed by Stalinism in the 1930s and 1940s Ukrainian Oriental 
studies. At the same time, they enriched its achievements with the experience of educational 
and scientific relations with the PRC and the world, received by them during the Khrushchev 
“thaw”, “stagnation” and, mainly, Gorbachev’s “perestroika”. We compared the conclusions 
of our analysis on the history of Ukrainian university Sinology of the last three decades, in 
independent Ukraine, carried out in two publications (Vdovychenko, 2021; Vdovychenko, 
2022), with the results of the main monographs on the history of Ukrainian Chinese studies 
(Kiktenko, 2002; Kiktenko, 2018). We came to the conclusion that since the collapse of 
the USSR, Ukrainian Sinology has passed the path of its original shaping as a full-fledged 
component of modern world Sinology. It is in the context of their complex development and 
self-reflection that Sinologists of the Ukrainian SSR and already independent Ukraine form an 
original image of modern domestic Chinese studies on the world scientific arena. It is open to 
the widest range of foreign approaches and methods, and is based upon Ukrainian-language 
processing of data on the socio-cultural life of China from antiquity to the present day.   

This institutionalization of domestic Chinese studies has been going on in the context of 
the institutionalization of Ukrainian university and academic Sinology since the 1990s in a 
multiculturalizing and globalizing world. This process causes the final withdrawal of Ukrainian 
Sinology from the Soviet Oriental studies with their Moscow-centric Marxist-politicized 
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Russian-speaking paradigmatics. Chinese studies in Ukraine since the late 1940s – early 1950s 
has passed more than half a century: from the course “History of Colonial and Dependent 
Countries” and some special courses, like Z. Enolsky’s “History of Oriental Studies in Russia: 
Sinology, Indology, Arabic Studies”, to the bright variety of modern university disciplines and 
major academic surveys. We are witnessing the establishing of the newest Ukrainian –speaking, 
Ukrainian-centric paradigm of modern domestic Sinology and also its fruitful philosophical 
research area, which is creatively open to the challenges of modern humanities. In one of 
his most fundamental monographs on the history of Ukrainian Sinology (Kiktenko, 2019), 
the author categorized and considered in the second chapter its eight research areas, namely: 
history, linguistics, literary criticism, political sciences, economics, pedagogy, museology 
and philosophy. An important role in the progress of each of them is played by Sinology 
research centers of many Ukrainian universities, such as: the Center for Oriental Studies of the 
NaUKMA, the Confucius School of B. Grinchenko Kyiv University, Sinological subdivisions 
of the Kyiv National Linguistic University etc. The very fruitful activity of the Confucius 
Institute in many of them, for example, in the Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv, 
deserves special attention. Together with them, this contribution is made by the mentioned 
institutes of the NAS of Ukraine and some other domestic national academies. Successful 
results in the field of philosophical Sinology were achieved both by employees of the M. 
Rylsky Institute of Art Studies, Folklore and Ethnology of NAS of Ukraine, for example T. 
Brovarets, and of the Center for Humanitarian Education of the NAS of Ukraine, namely O. 
Boichenko. Studies of scholars from the Institute for Pedagogical and Adult Education of the 
National Academy of Educational Sciences of Ukraine, like O. Shparyk, are worth a watch. 

These scholars and their colleagues comprehended, among other things, the folklore origins 
of the mythopoetics of Ukraine and China in their philosophical, and historical and cultural 
comparison. A very vivid example of this is the paper “Motive “Catching of the Moon” in 
Chinese and Ukrainian Folk Fairy Tales about Animals” (2022) by professors I. Hryshchenko 
and O. Ivanovska. Let’s note a series of reports and papers by T. Brovarets on the topic of 
“Chinese” plots on Ukrainian epigraphic towels, such as (Brovarets, 2020). In the works of R. 
Lakh, S. Burdulyak and, first of all, V. Kiktenko (Kiktenko, 2018) and S. Kapranov (Kapranov, 
2011; 2013), a wide range of topics on China’s cooperation with Ukraine on education and 
science was raised. Among these topics are the issue of teaching students from the Far East at 
the Kyiv Theologian Academy in the 19th century and the history of the Society of Ukrainian 
Orientalists in Harbin (1936-1937). However, it is precisely the numerous aspects of studying 
the philosophical grounds of Confucianism, as well as Taoism and Chinese Buddhism, that 
attracted much more attention of these scholars and their colleagues from the NAS of Ukraine 
and other domestic national academies of sciences. Many philosophical and Sinological 
studies of O. Boichenko, V. Hamianin, A. Usyk, O. Shparyk, as well as the ones of V. Kiktenko 
and S. Kapranov, are a case in point of this. O. Boichenko was a well-known researcher of 
these schools of philosophy both in a monograph (Boichenko, 2003) and numerous papers, 
and in two thesis: “The Relationship between Natural and Human as a Problem of Ancient 
Chinese Philosophy (Comparative Analysis of Taoist and Confucian Interpretations)” (2000) 
and “Statehood in Ancient Chinese Philosophy: Paradigms of Comprehension” (2012). 
Exploring the theme of this relationship, he later moved on to a systematic understanding of 
the philosophical anthropology of Ancient China as a whole. A. Usyk, in turn, focused on the 
study of the shaping of the foundation of traditional morality in ancient China and analyzes it 
from her Ph. D. thesis “The Teachings of Confucius and Confucianism in the Context of the 
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Chinese Philosophical Tradition (Ethico-Social Aspect)” (1999) to the monograph “Intentions 
for the Formation of Traditional Chinese Morality” (2019). She focused in them, as in several 
cycles of her reports and papers, on ontology, anthropology and, mainly, the social ethics of 
Confucianism. Studying the problem of understanding the nature of man in early Confucianism 
and paying special attention to the ethical and social aspect of the teachings of Confucius, she 
jumped to the study of the intentions of the creation of traditional Chinese morality. Having 
carried out a structural comparative analysis of mythological systems and ethical teachings 
both in Ancient China and Ancient Greece in a series of early articles, A. Usyk moved on to 
reflection on the roots of Chinese rationality and the value of Confucian morality as a means 
of harmonizing society.  

These studies of the history and theory of Confucianism of O. Boichenko and A. Usyk are 
the basis of the papers and the Ph. D. thesis “Pedagogical ideas of Confucius in Cultural and 
Historical Dimension” (2012) by O. Shparyk. In it she conducted a comprehensive analysis 
of the scientific biography of the founder of Confucianism as a source of reconstruction of 
his worldview and pedagogical ideas. O. Shparyk proceeded from the consideration in the 
paper “Conceptional Grounds of Education in the Work “Lyn Yu” (2008) of this main book 
of Confucianism to the understanding of the origins of its author’s teachings in the paper 
“Socio-Historical Premises of Confucius Growth as an Outstanding Thinker and Teacher of 
Ancient China” (2010). She focused on developing the topic of her dissertation in the papers 
like “The Purpose of Raising a Noble Man According to Confucius” (2009) and “Teaching 
and Education Methods in the Legacy of Confucius” (2011). Particularly noteworthy is her 
panoramic survey of the progress of education in ancient China both in pre-Confucian and 
Confucian eras in the papers (Sparyk, 2011, 1; Shparyk, 2011, 2). It’s notable, that the problem 
of education and upbringing in ancient China was actively comprehended by many of her 
colleagues from the NAS of Ukraine. O. Boichenko drew attention to the views of Legalism 
and Mohism on social life and statehood, as well as on the teachings of Confucius and the ideas 
of his followers Mencius and Xunzi in this regard, for example in the article “The Doctrine of 
Education and Upbringing in the Philosophy of Early Confucianism” (2012). We can mention 
a few more modern Ukrainian academic scholars, who have repeatedly spoken at numerous 
international conferences with many reports on Chinese studies. Among them, we’d like to 
pay particular attention to the XII International scientific conference “Chinese Civilization: 
Traditions and Modernity” held in Kyiv in 2018 at the initiative of the A. Krymskyi Institute 
of Oriental Studies of the NAS of Ukraine, Ukrainian Association of Sinologists and Vadym 
Hetman Kyiv National Economic University. Special attention is drawn to the report “Chinese 
Studies in Halychyna: Past and Present” by Doctor of Medicine Ihor Hul from the Ukrainian 
Academy of Medical and Biological Sciences. At the next such conference, which was held in 
Kyiv in 2019 and dedicated to the 70th anniversary of the founding of the PRC, I. Hul made a 
no less interesting and topic report “Sinology as an Interdisciplinary Discipline: Philosophy, 
Medicine, Psychology – Myths and Realities”. All the said achievements of modern Ukrainian 
academic Sinology, in our opinion, lay a solid foundation for its fruitful development in the 
context of the international scholarly dialogue between Ukraine, China and the world.     
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The Progress of Philosophical Sinology at the NAS of Ukraine:  
Input of the A. Krymskyi Institute of Oriental Studies  

of the NAS of Ukraine and the H. S. Skovoroda Institute  
of Philosophy of the NAS of Ukraine

A very wide range of scholarly themes and problems of the history and rise of philosophical 
education, science and culture of China turned out to be in the field of interest of academic 
Sinology of both the Ukrainian SSR and Ukraine. It stretches from the most ancient hieroglyphs 
and classical books of the 1st millennium BC and, later, the period of the Hundred Schools 
of Thought, to the philosophical and socio-political thought of the PRC in the 21st century. 
Domestic academic scholars, as it was said, focused mainly on the history and theory of 
Confucianism and, in addition, Taoism and Chinese Buddhism. At the same time, they, and first 
of all V. Kiktenko, began to promote such prolific aspects of modern Ukrainian philosophical 
Sinology as the study of: 1. Chinese philosophy of the 20th – early 21st centuries, 2. European 
concepts of the development of Chinese scientific thought and philosophy, 3. the history of 
Ukrainian Sinology of the 18th – early 21st centuries. All these aspects are touching to all seven 
other research areas of domestic Chinese studies identified by V. Kiktenko, mainly the history, 
political sciences and economics. And linguistics, literary criticism, philosophy also remained 
traditionally significant but subordinate areas in this list. Dominant actualization in Soviet 
Chinese studies in the 1950th – 1980th of the historical and, above all, political and economic 
research areas led to the exclusive submission of the philosophical Sinology of the Ukrainian 
SSR to the requirements of the Marxist-Leninist ideology of the CPSU. This process was 
driven by changes in the PRC’s political course during the Cold War and the “arms race” 
between the Eastern and Western military–political blocs, led by the USSR and the United 
States. In the late 1980s – 1990s, there was a cardinal ideological transition in Soviet Sinology 
from the criticism of the USSR state leadership to “Maoism” and the foreign policy of PRC 
to a reassessment of Soviet-Chinese relations directly caused by Gorbachev’s “perestroika.” 
This is vividly reflected in the Sinological works of V. Sednev, for example, in one of the 
first Ukrainian-language brochures on this topic in the Ukrainian SSR “USSR-China: Mutual 
Gravity” (1990). Last year, the 30th anniversary of the irreversible return of our Motherland 
to the circle of world powers as the historical successor of the Rus-Ukraine, the co-creator of 
European civilization, was solemnly celebrated. This celebration notably coincided with the 
30th anniversary of the geopolitical partnership of independent Ukraine in the Asia-Pacific 
region. Both of these two anniversaries, officially celebrated in Ukraine and China in 2021, 
coincided with the celebration of a decade of strategic partnership between these states. This 
partnership is marked by Ukraine’s active involvement in China’s most ambitious international 
project the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). Such global challenges as Covid-19, the global 
economic and food crisis and the full-scale military aggression of the Russian Federation 
against Ukraine in 2022 have become a powerful impetus for the transition of Ukraine-China 
cooperation to a qualitatively new level.         

All these events have become the object of close attention and development of modern 
Ukrainian, in particular philosophical, Chinese studies. Partially reviewed in the papers 
(Vdovychenko, 2021; Vdovychenko, 2022), the significant advances of academic philosophical 
Sinology in independent Ukraine worthily represent all its listed research areas in all their 
diversity. Ukrainian studies of the philosophy of Ancient China are represented by many works 
on: the biographies of its creators, the bases of their doctrines, their written and oral heritage 
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and its comprehension and development by their followers, and the place of these philosophical 
traditions in the history and culture of China. And all these topics have received their multi-
genre implementation in the form of both classical scholarly inquires, encyclopedic, for 
example, and modern interactive, like the author’s ones. Among the latter is the methodological 
online seminar “Tao Te Ching: in Translations and Interpretations”, held in Kyiv on March 26, 
2021, with the support of the Ukrainian Association of Sinologists. A notable examples of 
classical research are attempts (Pyrohiv, 2013) to re-create the architectonics of hieroglyphic 
script as a reflection of the cosmogonic picture of the world of the ancient Chinese and 
linguistic and philosophical analysis of the basic categories of the Confucian treatise “Zhong 
Yun” (Hamianin, 1999). An important scholarly event in modern Ukrainian Oriental studies 
is the monograph “The place of Philosophy in the Intellectual Traditions of the Orient (2013), 
issued by the H. S. Skovoroda Institute of Philosophy of the NAS of Ukraine. An attempt by 
its co-author S. Kapranov to consider systematically the topic of “the place of philosophy in 
traditional Chinese thought” in the chapter of the same name features prominently in this book. 
The active part of A. Usyk in the Ukrainian Philosophical and Encyclopedic Dictionary (2003) 
also deserves, in our opinion, special attention. She presented on the pages of this edition three 
cycles of more than thirty articles on the history of the philosophy of ancient China, namely 
about: 1. its main schools, areas and trends, 2. its founders and the most famous figures, 3. 
its first principles. The development of Chinese philosophy in the 19th – early 21st centuries 
attracted considerable attention of Sinologists of independent Ukraine, especially such leading 
researchers of it as V. Sednev and V. Kiktenko. They studied both the variety of philosophical 
ideas of Chinese writers and cultural figures of this period, and a wide range of philosophical 
and socio-political ideas of philosophers and state and party leaders of the PRC, mainly from 
Mao Zedong to Xi Jinping.      

Both V. Sednev’s series of papers on the phenomenon of Deng Xiaoping and the problem 
of the shaping of a new foreign policy doctrine of the PCR, and V. Kiktenko’s series of papers 
on the political programs and ideas of Deng Xiaoping, Jiang Zemin, Hu Jintao and Xi Jinping 
are primary examples of the development of these topics. In addition, V. Kiktenko studied in a 
series of articles of the last decade the ideas and teachings of a number of figures and schools 
of China’s modern social and philosophical thought. He paid special attention to the study 
of the philosophical heritage of Zhao Tinyan, Feng Qi and the “new Confucians”, Chinese 
apologists for phenomenology and analytical philosophy of the 20th and early 21st centuries. 
The contribution of V. Kiktenko to the study of the history of modern foreign, mainly Western 
European, Sinology is no less significant. He considered in several series of papers, reports and 
in the largest monograph on this topic in Ukraine now (Kiktenko, 2020) a number of the most 
important European and American classical concepts of the development of Chinese scientific 
thought and philosophy. This monograph is the first domestic academic edition devoted to the 
contribution of a member of the Royal Society and the British Academy Joseph Needham to 
the study of traditional Chinese civilization and science. In a series of his papers V. Kiktenko 
drew attention to foreign hypotheses of the origin of Chinese civilization and comprehensively 
considered a number of concepts of the formation of Chinese science by such known foreign 
Sinologists as, for example, Derk Bodde, Benjamin A. Elman, Sir Geoffrey Lloyd and John 
M. Hobson. S. Kapranov, in turn, paid particuiar attention to the scholarly heritage of Mircea 
Eliade as a famous researcher of Japanese spirituality, cultures and religions of Tibet and 
Central Asia. He comprehended the significance of this scholar as an investigator of the Chinese 
philosophical and religious legacy in papers “Religions of China in the Works of M. Eliade” 
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(2009) and “Mircea Eliade as a Researcher of Taoism” (2009). And at the XIV International 
scientific conference “Chinese Civilization: Traditions and Modernity” held in Kyiv in 2020 
S. Kapranov devoted his report to the topic of research “Tao Te Ching” in Europe in the first 
half of the 19th century (Kapranov, 2013; 2014). However, it is the learning of the history of 
Ukrainian Sinology in the 18th – early 21st centuries is now one of the most developed research 
areas of modern domestic philosophical Chinese studies. It is presented both in publications by 
V. Sednev, S. Kapranov and, for example, reports by I. Hul, and, mainly, in the first Ukrainian-
language monographs (Kiktenko, 2002; Kiktenko, 2018) and papers (Kiktenko, 2019) by V. 
Kiktenko. 

Very interesting are the fruitful attempts of modern Ukrainian Sinologists to trace the history 
of the centuries-old socio-cultural ties between the Ukrainian and Chinese peoples based on 
the best traditions of domestic philosophical Sinology. This very up-to-date and important 
page of Ukrainian Chinese studies is represented by many intriguing scholarly surveys. 
Thematic variety of this area stretched from the archaic cultural heritage and its ethno-folklore 
dimension of both these peoples to philosophical topics and problems in the creative legacy of 
the famous figures of Ukrainian culture of the 18th – 20th centuries. A number of researchers, 
for example, the authors of the papers “Hryhorii Skovoroda is Ukrainian Confucius” (2002) 
by S. Kharchenko, “Hryhorii Skovoroda and his Teachings at the Beginning of the Third 
Millennium” (2003) by S. Kapranov and (Sinitsa, 2017), analyzed the role of the so-called 
“Khin region” (“hinska storona”) in H. Skovoroda’s philosophy. All of them comprehended 
the likely influence of the doctrine and personality of Confucius on this Ukrainian traveling 
thinker. But one of the first experiences in this field, namely the paper “Hryhorii Skovoroda 
about China” (1958), was published half a century before by the known Ukrainian academic 
scholar, Doctor of Philology P. Popov. It is significant, that he was a professor at Kyiv State 
University and worked more than three decades at the M. T. Rylsky Institute of Art Studies, 
Folklore and Ethnography of the Academy of Sciences of the Ukrainian SSR. It was he who 
laid the basis for studying the role of Chinese topics in the Kobzar’s legacy both in his paper 
“T. G. Shevchenko about the Taiping Revolution in China” (1957), and in series of reports, like 
“Shevchenko about China” (1957). These studies were continued in the active development 
of Shevchenko studies in the PRC, for example, in the publication of “Kobzar” in Chinese, 
illustrated in Guohua style. Since the beginning of the 1990s, O. Ogneva, a longtime employee 
of the A. Krymskyi Institute of Oriental Studies of the NAS of Ukraine, has paid great attention 
to the role of China and its culture in the life and creative work of Lesya Ukrainka. She 
advanced this research both in a series of reports, such as “Lesya Ukrainka Translated by Ge 
Baoquan” (1991), and papers, like “Fen Lu Canon and Personal Path of Lesya Ukrainka” 
(1993), (Ogneva, 2017), and in the collection of publications (Ogneva, 2008). She explored the 
history of studying and popularizing the life and creative heritage of the author of “Forest Song” 
in China in the 20th – early 21st centuries by the famous scholar, diplomat and Ukrainianist 
Ge Baoquan and his colleagues. O. Ogneva highlighted L. Ukrainka’s comprehension of the 
history and culture of China, for example, the Japanese-Chinese war of 1894 – 1895 and the 
uprising of the Ikhetuans of 1899, based on the analysis of postcards received by her from her 
“Chinese” friend M. Bykovska.

An integral part of the examination by Ukrainian Sinologists of the history of Chinese studies 
in Ukraine in the first half of the 20th century was the inquiry of the terrible and bloody pages of 
the Stalinist era, which were consciously erased from the people’s memory until the collapse of 
the USSR. V. Sednev was one of the first who, after the proclamation of independent Ukraine, 
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raised this topic in his papers, such as “Asian Experience and Ukraine” (2000). Defining in it 
the path of socio-cultural development of the PRC of that time as “Confucian socialism”, he 
directly pointed out that the epicenter of the “process of world progress” was in Asian states. 
In this regard V. Sednev welcomed the foundation of the A.Yu. Krymskyi Institute of Oriental 
Studies of the NAS of Ukraine as a “pleasant event” against a backdrop of the sad decline of 
Oriental studies in the Ukrainian SSR after it was repressed by Stalinism. V. Kiktenko much 
deeper studied this painful and tragic topic in two his monographs (Kiktenko, 2002; Kiktenko, 
2018), in particular in the fourth chapter “Ukrainian Soviet Sinology (1918 – 1991)” of the 
second one. In its first subsection “Ukrainian Soviet Sinology in 1920 – 1941: the Path from 
Emergence to Repressive Destruction”, he for the first time comprehensively revealed the 
terrible losses of domestic Sinology and the grave consequences of this crime of the Soviet 
power against the academic science of the Ukrainian SSR. Both the new actualization of this 
problem after the start of the armed aggression of the Russian Federation against Ukraine 
in 2014 and the rethinking of the role of Ukrainian humanitarian studies in confronting 
democratic forces and states with hybrid and other types of aggression by rogue states became 
quite justified. An illustrative example of this was the first meeting of the Webinar on Modern 
China, held on June 23 this year, on the topic “Russian Invasion and the Future of Ukrainian-
Chinese Relations”. Significantly, it was organized by the A. Yu. Krymskyi Institute of Oriental 
Studies of the NAS of Ukraine and, at the same time, by the National Institute for Strategic 
Studies and the Ukrainian Association of Sinologists. Its members, first of all, Ukrainian, 
American and European experts, raised questions that had already been discussed many times 
in numerous interviews with famous domestic Sinologists. One of such sapid public dialogues 
was an interview with V. Kiktenko, conducted by the academician V. Semynozhenko this year 
on the official YouTube channel of the NAS of Ukraine.

An imposing number of published in the 1990s – 2020s collective and author’s monographs 
of the said institute of the NAS of Ukraine became a significant result of both the study by 
Ukrainian Sinologists of the experience of philosophical and socio-political thought of China, 
and the comprehension of the socio-cultural factors that determine their progress from ancient 
times to the present day. V. Sednev wrote section “Civilization Model of Modern China” for 
the second book of the final volume “Civilizations of the East in the Context of Globalization” 
(2008) of the academic collective monograph “Civilizational Structure of the Modern World” 
in three volumes. Written and published by the A. Yu. Krymskyi Institute of Oriental Studies 
of the NAS of Ukraine with the active participation of V. Kiktenko, the collective monograph 
“Modern Ideologies of Asia” (2021) has become one of the latest achievements of modern 
Ukrainian Chinese studies. V. Kiktenko summarized his experience in researching the 
philosophical and political views of the leaders of the PRC in the author’s section “Ideology 
of the Communist Party of China in the Period of Reform an Opening Up”, written by him 
for the said edition. These two scholarly projects of the NAS of Ukraine are united by a deep 
philosophical analysis of the phenomenon of China as a real “global power” on the threshold 
of the third millennium and already in its problematic and hard beginning. These studies by V. 
Sednev, V. Kiktenko and their colleagues have become very clear evidence of the awareness 
of the leading Sinologists of independent Ukraine of the important role of China in an unstable 
globalized world. The survey of wide range of Chinese Written Monuments, fundamental for 
the philosophical science, education and culture of China, has become an achievement of 
Ukrainian Sinology of the last three decades. These are both the oldest divinatory inscriptions 
on the bones of animals in the form of more and a half thousand hieroglyphs, and the Chinese 
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philosophical classics from the Shih-ching (the Book of Songs), Shang Shu (the Book of 
History) and the world-famous “I Ching” to the speeches of Xi Jinping. Many works of the 
classics of Chinese philosophy were at the first time published in Ukrainian, for example, the 
translation of Confucius treatise “Lyn Yu” by J. Zhytin in 2019. 

We should note among all these editions the translation of the “Tea Classic” by Lu Yu, 
made by the Executive director from Ukraine in the World Association of Sinology Y. Hobova 
and issued by the Oriental Publishing House Safran Book in 2019. Let’s note that Y. Hobova, 
as an employee of the A. Yu. Krymskyi Institute of Oriental Studies of the NAS of Ukraine and 
Secretary of the Ukrainian Association of Sinologists, is actively involved in a number of other 
large-scale projects. One of them is a multi-volume Ukrainian-language edition of Xi Jinping’s 
scientific and journalistic legacy, launched by her, together with colleagues V. Hamianin and 
N. Kirnosova, last year. In 2021, the Folio Publishing House issued the first volume of this 
ambitious project titled “Xi Jinping. On China’s Public Administration”. Both this and many 
other publishing projects of domestic Sinologists are, in our opinion, convincing evidence of 
further deepening of the promising educational and scientific cooperation between Ukraine and 
PRC. Its integral component was, is and always will be modern domestic academic Chinese 
studies, whose significant achievements in independent Ukraine are certainly worthy of future 
systematic scientific research.     

Conclusions

The results of our research are as follows.
1. Modern domestic academic Sinology is the heir to the gains and losses of the Russian 

imperial and Soviet periods of its prehistory in the 18th – late 20th centuries. Its 
main research areas, including philosophical one, were institutionalized during the 
evolution of Chinese studies in the Ukrainian SSR in the post-war period (1945 – 
1991), from Stalin era and Khrushchev’s “thaw” to Gorbachev’s “perestroika”. Its 
development was due to Chinese studies in the universities of Kyiv, Kharkiv, Lviv, 
primarily at the Kyiv State University, in the 1950s – 1980s, and its heyday yet after 
1991 occurred in the Oriental institutions of the NAS of Ukraine. 

2. A significant contribution to the academic philosophical Sinology in Ukraine from 
1991 was made by: the A. Krymskyi Institute of Oriental Studies of the NAS of 
Ukraine (V. Kiktenko, V. Pyrohiv, V. Hamianin), the H. S. Skovoroda Institute of 
Philosophy of the NAS of Ukraine (S. Kapranov, A. Usyk), Center for Humanitarian 
Education of the NAS of Ukraine (O. Boichenko), the Institute of World Economy 
and International Relations of the NAS of Ukraine (V. Sednev) etc. Notable are the 
achievements of: the M. Rylsky Institute of Art Studies, Folklore and Ethnology of 
NAS of Ukraine (T. Brovarets), the Institute for Pedagogical and Adult Education 
of the NAES of Ukraine (O. Shparyk) etc.

3. The main research area of modern domestic academic philosophical Sinology is 
the study of the history of the Chinese classical philosophical schools, primarily 
Confucianism and, in addition, Taoism, Chinese Buddhism etc. These aspects are 
also being actively developed in Ukraine: 1. Chinese philosophy of the 20th – early 
21st centuries, 2. European concepts of the progress of Chinese scientific thought and 
philosophy, 3. the history of Ukrainian Sinology of the 18th – early 21st centuries. 
No less active and deep is the study of the philosophical dimensions of the socio-
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cultural ties of the Ukrainian and Chinese people from antiquity to the present days. 
4. The main contribution to all these aspects was made by the President of the 

Ukrainian Association of Sinologists V. Kiktenko, as the domestic author of the 
largest number of works on these topics. In them, for the first time in Ukraine, he 
systematically studied: 1. the history of Ukrainian Sinology of the 18th – early 21st 
centuries; 2. the contribution of J. Needham, D. Bodde, B. A. Elman, Sir Geoffrey 
Lloyd and J. M. Hobson to the study of traditional Chinese civilization and science; 
3. philosophical and socio-political ideas both of Chinese philosophers of the 20th – 
21st centuries and leaders of the PRC, mainly from Mao Zedong to Xi Jinping.

5. A notable input to the study of the philosophy of ancient China was made by V. 
Kiktenko’s colleagues at the Institute V. Pyrohiv and V. Hamianin. The first of them 
studied the Chinese hieroglyphics as a reflection of the ancient cosmogonic picture 
of the world, and the second studied the categories of Confucianism. A. Usyk 
and O. Boichenko studied ethics, anthropology and some other aspects mainly of 
Confucianism, and O. Shparyk explored the philosophical basis of its educational 
and upbringing programs. Remarkably, A. Usyk and S. Kapranov gave together a 
detailed overview of the history of Chinese philosophy.
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In this article, the authors analysed the history of the origin and formation of Marxism in China. 
An analysis of the main provisions of the philosophical and socio-political foundations of research is 
proposed. The authors conducted a study of the development process and the main contradictions in 
the formation of Chineseized Marxism and also tracked the impact it can have on the humanitarian-
development of modern Ukrainian society. For more detailed coverage of the formation of Chineseized 
Marxism, the authors conducted a historiographical study of current sources, as well as analysed the 
literature of the Soviet period, in which the primary attention was paid to the study of the figure of Mao 
Zedong as the «theoretician of the national revival of China» and the founder of Chineseized Marxism. 
The main narratives of Soviet studies regarding the «philosophical ideas of Mao Zedong», the «concept 
of movement and development», the «great leap» and the «cultural revolution» are analysed. In the 
course of the research, it was established that the vast majority of works of the Soviet period were 
aimed at criticizing Maoism for anti-communism and nationalism. It was also proved that «Chineseized 
Marxism» during the entire historical period of its formation did not have much in common with Marxist 
theory, but was based on the ideas of Marxism-Leninism, Western philosophy, using the teachings of 
traditional Chinese philosophy as a basis.
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Introduction

Events that took place in China for many decades are increasingly becoming the object 
of research by scientists. Such studies are quite diverse. They concern both the Communist 
Party of China (CPC), founded in 1921, and the formation of the People’s Republic of 
China (PRC) in 1949, as well as a detailed analysis of the construction of socialism with 
Chinese characteristics and its basis – Chineseized Marxism. Thus, most scientists believe 
that Marxism took different forms in different countries that reflect a particular country’s 
specifics. As for the formation of the ideology of Marxism in China, it is believed that it is 
inextricably linked with the country’s many years of revolutionary history, as well as with 
the figure of Mao Zedong and the «cultural revolution» conceived and implemented by him, 
this «political artificial typhoon», «which must be thought about and understand different 
countries and continents, in Ukraine in particular. Because there is a lot of disaster and tragedy 
here» (Syundyukov, 2019). Also, at present, the scientific research experience of modern 
domestic researchers A. Konverskyi, S. Rudenko, Ya. Sobolievskyi, V. Krykun, who carried 
out a «theoretical reconstruction of the philosophical and socio-political foundations of the 
Initiative», is becoming useful for the scientific and heuristic study of «Chineseized Marxism» 
«Belt and Road Initiative», determined their commensurability with modern philosophical, 
political and cultural practices of European countries, in particular, Poland and Ukraine. This 
made it possible to generalize and systematize key approaches in the reception and evaluation 
of Chineseized Marxism in Western philosophy, as well as in the philosophical traditions of 
Eastern European countries» (Konverskyi et al., 2022: 37).

To increase the effectiveness of the analysis of general trends and to clarify the specifics 
of the development of Marxism in China, one should first of all consider and analyse the 
philosophical and socio-political foundations of the formation of Chineseized Marxism, make 
an adequate assessment of the possibilities and prospects of its renewal in the conditions of 
the modern world. The theoretical basis of this study was the works of domestic and Western 
Chinese scholars. Special attention was focused on both the advantages and disadvantages of 
the existing theoretical-methodological and historical-philosophical approaches to studying 
Marxism in the history of China. The historical-logical, comparative approach, as well as 
systemic, discursive, and structural-functional research methods, were the methodological 
basis of the research. The authors of this article have the experience of conducting research in 
the paradigm of comparative philosophy on the materials of Ukrainian, Western, and Chinese 
philosophical cultures, confirmed by publications in highly-rated journals and showed several 
studies devoted to the socio-political and socio-cultural prerequisites of the process of the 
Chineseization of Marxism, as well as surveyed the reception of attributive features of Chinese 
philosophy in modern Western and Soviet studies (Yarmolitska & Gan, 2022).  
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The main stages of the Marxism’s formation in China

It should be noted that the active spread of the ideas of Marxism-Leninism in China took 
place precisely after the formation of the Communist Party, which became the ideological 
weapon of the further struggle of the Chinese people and led to the victory of the Communists 
in the civil war. Chinese Communists understood that Marxism, which originated in the 
West, must be adapted to Chinese realities. But the use of Marxist-Leninist postulates and the 
term «socialism» were not applied immediately. However, the CPC has preserved the main 
principle of party building with a communist orientation – creating a worker-peasant party 
and constructing a new society with «Chinese characteristics». More thoroughly, these ideas 
were embodied in various socio-political and economic experiments during the reign of Mao 
Zedong. The apogee of his experiments was the so-called «cultural revolution». As modern 
researcher O. Starynets notes, if we talk about the nature of building socialism, it involves 
laying down the principle of social justice. In this case, the combination of material and moral 
incentives to work should be proportional. However, in China, from the very beginning, 
they tried to replace material incentives only with moral ones. Such an experiment ended in 
the mid-1970s with a decline in the standard of living in China. This became evident when 
implementing the idea of social justice, all market elements were rejected, and society stopped 
developing and gradually began to degrade (Starynets, 2009).

If we turn to the first adopted constitutional acts, then in them, the People’s Republic of China 
has declared a state of a new democracy, which was still interpreted as a people’s democracy. 
As stated in the General Program, the democratic dictatorship of the people implemented 
by the state «wages a struggle against imperialism, feudalism, bureaucratic capital, for 
independence, democracy, peace, unity and the creation of a flourishing and strong China». 
Socialism as a goal was not discussed in the General Program yet, but the leading role of the 
state economy, which was socialist, was pointed out in the country’s economy. The general 
program became the basis of the rule-making activity of state bodies of the PRC in the first 
years of its existence, in the pre-constitutional period (until 1954), and the highest authority in 
this period became the Central People’s Government Council, under whose leadership, in turn, 
some higher state bodies: the People’s Revolutionary Military Council, the Supreme People’s 
Court, the Supreme People’s Prosecutor’s Office. Together they formed the Central People’s 
Government, whose representative was Mao Zedong (State Structure, 1988:15-18).

Some Soviet researchers of the history of the People’s Republic of China distinguish three 
significant periods of social and economic development of China: 1949-1957; 1958-1977; 
1978 to the present time. If we analyze these periods in more detail, it turns out that in the first 
eight years after the formation of the People’s Republic of China, agrarian reform was carried 
out, nationalization of own and foreign capital was carried out, and private industry and trade 
were transformed. These measures indicated the country’s transition to socialism, which was 
confirmed by the 1954 Constitution of the People’s Republic of China. In general, if we talk 
about the broad line of the CCP, it was built as a long-term strategy for China’s socio-economic 
development. Its purpose was to create a material and technical base, develop productive forces, 
and create spiritual prerequisites for building a new society in the conditions of development 
and improvement of the political system of «new democracy» – a revolutionary union of the 
working class, the peasantry, and the intelligentsia with the comprehensive development of 
friendly ties with the world of socialism» (40 years, 1989: 5).
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It should be remembered that from the very beginning of the People’s Republic of China, 
the country maintained a multi-system economy – from a patriarchal and clan system to a state-
capitalist and non-capitalist state system created in several liberated regions of China. To build 
the economic basis of socialism in China – public ownership of the means of production – a 
long period of necessary socio-economic transformations was required. In this aspect, the 
mid-50s of the 20th century became necessary, marked by significant successes in economic 
construction, normalization, and improvement of social and economic life in China, but social 
pressure on the disadvantaged masses remained. Also, the traditional leveling of the masses, 
their intolerance of the wealthy, uncertainty about the future, and contempt for the individual 
continued to prevail in Chinese society. All this created objective and subjective conditions 
for the «great leap». «The adoption of the course of the «three red flags», the beginning of the 
«transition to communism» meant an excessive expansion of the front of capital construction 
without taking into account the real capabilities of the state, led to the breaking of the economic 
bow between the city and the countryside and the transfer of resources from agriculture 
to the sphere of industry, which led to famine, pointless waste of large resources, to sharp 
disproportions in the economy. The failures of the «Great Leap Forward» brought to life the 
theory of the strengthening of the class struggle as the country moves towards communism» 
(40 years, 1989: 4-6). These events continued in the early 1960s in the ideological and 
theoretical justification and preparation of future repressions during the period of the «cultural 
revolution» initiated by Mao Zedong and the instillation of the atmosphere of the cult of 
his personality. This brought the country into chaos and to the brink of socio-economic and 
political disaster. Only after the death of Mao Zedong did China’s gradual exit from the crisis 
began. It is believed that this period became one of the final stages of the development of 
socialism in China (40 years, 1989). A new stage in the development of socialism in China was 
supposed to be the second five-year plan, in which the plan for the development of the national 
economy for 1958-1962 was determined. However, its implementation was thwarted after 
the general line of the ill-advised broad movement for the «great leap» and the widespread 
creation of people’s communes in the village.

Many sources note that «communization» in China began in the late 50s of the 20th century 
with large-scale social experiments of the «Great Leap Forward» that lasted until the end of 
the 70s of the 20th century. Only in the late 1970s did the stage of new institutionalization of 
the state system of the People’s Republic of China begin, which received a new impetus with 
the adoption of the Constitution of the People’s Republic of China in 1982 (State Structure, 
1988: 217).

Many sources note that «communization» in China began in the late 50s of the 20th century 
with large-scale social experiments of the «Great Leap Forward» that lasted until the end of 
the 70s of the 20th century. Only in the late 1970s did the stage of new institutionalization of 
the state system of the People’s Republic of China begin, which received a new impetus with 
the adoption of the Constitution of the People’s Republic of China in 1982 (State Structure, 
1988: 217).

The «Great Leap» and its consequences. It was conventionally determined that the «Great 
Leap Forward» began in the summer of 1958 when Mao Zedong and his followers rejected 
the Second Five-Year Plan, outlined by the 8th Congress of the CPC, and engaged in silly 
experiments. They rejected the law of planned, proportional development of the country and 
contrasted their «law» with the leap-like rise of the economy. It was announced that China 
would develop under the «three red flags» in the future. The first banner is a general line 
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that demanded building socialism according to the principle: more, faster, better, more 
economically. The second is the «great leap», and the third is the people’s communes. The 
primary method of economic development was announced as the «Great Leap». Emphasis was 
placed on the revolutionary spirit of the masses and the physical strength of the workers, which 
was supposed to replace new technology and scientific progress. Any norms were ignored at the 
enterprises. Technical control departments were liquidated, and the typical working day was 
cancelled. However, these tasks did not have an economic justification. People’s communes 
began to be created in the villages, and later in the cities, everything was generalized. In the 
communes, they switched to equal distribution. Villages turned into barracks. This «barracks 
communism» differed from the Marxist doctrine of communism. However, Chinese leaders 
believed that precisely such measures served as a transition to communism. A slogan was even 
put forward: «A few years of hard work – ten thousand years of happiness» (Kapitsa, 1969: 
161-162).

As a result, the «great leap» disrupted the work of many enterprises and disorganized 
production. A disproportion was formed: many plants and factories were stopped, and 
communes in the village led to a drop in labour enthusiasm and a sharp reduction in production. 
Chinese leaders were forced to take measures to remedy the situation. They followed the 
path of the other extreme: they called on the people to be guided by the «spirit of a beggar’s 
club», satisfied with having at least a stick. They announced the need to «regulate the pace 
of development». Thus, the development of the People’s Republic of China was delayed for 
years and, in many respects, pushed back. This «Great Leap Forward» policy and economic 
difficulties intensified the struggle in the CCP. At the VIII Plenum of the Central Committee 
of the CPC (1959), a group of leaders openly criticized Mao Zedong’s course (Kapitsa, 1969: 
163). However, he managed to suppress and discredit his opponents, and from 1966 began a 
new period called the «cultural revolution».

«Cultural revolution» and a new crisis in politics. Party cadres and intelligentsia were 
looking for a way out of the permanent crisis in which the CCP and the country as a whole 
found themselves, with growing discontent and criticism of Mao Zedong›s ideas and practices. 
Mao Zedong faced a dilemma: either admit his mistakes and return to the path of Marxism-
Leninism or crush the opposition and impose his course by force. However, he did not admit 
his mistakes. In 1966, at the 11th plenum of the Central Committee of the Communist Party 
of China, a resolution on the «great proletarian cultural revolution» was adopted. This is how 
the «cultural revolution» was characterized in the works of researchers of the Soviet period. 
The «Cultural Revolution» had three main goals: «to crush the opposition and terrorize those 
who doubt the fidelity of Mao›s ideas, to expel Marxist-Leninists from the party and introduce 
Maoists; to prepare the ground for a repetition of the «great leap» in a new version, to turn 
the People›s Republic of China into a military-bureaucratic state, to force the people to deny 
themselves everything; to fan anti-Soviet psychosis, to eradicate the feeling of friendship and 
sympathy for the USSR, to isolate the Chinese people from countries that are successfully 
building socialism and communism» (Kapitsa, 1969: 300). It should be noted that the 
period of recognition of the «cultural revolution» as a military psychosis and rampant anti-
Sovietism ended with the death of Mao Zedong. They began to treat his inheritance differently. 
Interpretations of the role of the «great helmsman» in the Chinese revolutionary movement 
began to appear in scientific publications, emphasizing his significant contribution to the 
political and ideological struggle in China.
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The first years after the end of the «cultural revolution», which ended in 1976, did not 
bring significant changes. The existing government in the country continued to be called the 
«dictatorship of the proletariat». Only after the third plenum of the Central Committee of 
the CPC (1978) was the period of the «cultural revolution» excluded from the history of this 
dictatorship. In 1980, the definition of state power in the People’s Republic of China as a 
democratic dictatorship of the people was restored. In 1982, the draft of the new «corrected» 
Constitution of the People’s Republic of China was approved. China was declared a «socialist 
state of the people’s democratic dictatorship». This restored the wording of the founding 
documents of the People’s Republic of China and its Constitution of 1954 with the only 
change – the state was called socialist (State Structure, 1988: 23-85).

In general, as the analysis shows, in the paradigmatic post-Soviet historical and 
philosophical narratives, it was noted that the history of the PRC and the communist movement 
in China took place in a continuous struggle between two main directions: Marxist-Leninist, 
internationalist and nationalist. In addition, it was determined that the second direction was 
disguised as Marxism for a long time, which later acquired the colour of «Chinese Marxism», 
began to prevail in China, and was associated with the name of Mao Zedong (Kapitsa, 1969).

The Chineseization of Marxism and the philosophical ideas  
of Mao Zedong

If, at the beginning of the 20th century, the dissemination and assimilation of Marxist and 
philosophical thought were only one of the directions of Chinese social science, then after 
the formation of the People’s Republic of China, its promotion and understanding became 
an undeniably dominant trend of ideological life in China. The Communist Party of China’s 
ideological work in promoting Marxism-Leninism is actively carried out, and the works of the 
founders of Marxism-Leninism, foreign Marxists, and Soviet researchers are published, which 
caused the expansion of Marxist methodology and strengthened the influence of Marxist ideas 
in Chinese society. The scientific and creative forces of the intelligentsia were involved in the 
creation of their research on Marxist-Leninist philosophy in the People’s Republic of China. 
However, in the 50s of the XX century, such events were mainly popularizing, and primary 
attention was paid to promoting Mao Zedong’s works. An active campaign to study his works 
on philosophical issues was launched in the country. Articles were published commenting on 
the theoretical significance of Mao Zedong’s works, the Chinese Academy of Sciences was 
restructured, within which the Institute of Philosophy was created, and in 1956 the All-China 
Philosophical Association was formed (40 years, 1989: 154-156).

The vast majority of Chinese scholars admit that Mao Zedong first spoke about the 
Chineseization of Marxism. He tried to create his own Chinese refraction of Marxism. He 
substantiates his thesis about the «interconnection and indivisible unity of the common and the 
separate», which became the basis of the concept according to which the general principles of 
Marxism exist in specific national forms. For the first time, the question of the Chineseization 
of Marx’s teachings was raised by Mao Zedong in 1938 at the Sixth Plenum of the Sixth 
Convocation of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China. In his speech, Mao 
Zedong stated that «there is no such thing as abstract Marxism, there is only concrete Marxism» 
(Holubnychy, 1957: 2). According to V. Holubnychy, Mao Zedong is a classic representative 
and theoretician of national communism. National communism is «a conscious determination 
of the fact and a frank emphasis on the need for a distinctive and original path of development 
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of the revolution depending on the specific national environment, that is, the socio-economic 
structure, historical traditions, culture, civilization, and psychology of the given society in 
which the revolution is taking place. On the other hand, – notes V. Holubnychy, – by national 
communism, we understand nationalism, which puts the good of its nation above everything, 
but sees the realization of that good of the nation in communism in the victory of the revolution 
in the whole world» (Holubnychy, 1964: 2). This is how the scientist defined the theoretical 
work of Mao Zedong, believing that it corresponds only to this definition.

The pinnacle of Mao Zedong’s philosophy is his article «On the Right Resolution of 
Conflicts Between People» (1957), which contributed significantly to Marxism. In it, the central 
philosophical postulate of Mao Zedong became the recognition that in Marxist philosophy, the 
unity of opposites is recognized as the fundamental law of the universe. With this postulate, 
Mao Zedong did not say anything new. He only repeated what Engels and Lenin said in their 
philosophical works. However, Mao Zedong managed to creatively apply this philosophy in 
practice. It follows from Mao Zedong’s central postulate about the unity of opposites that it is 
necessary to learn to have a general view of things, to see not only their positive side but also 
their negative side, and vice versa. Such a philosophy, notes V. Holubnychy, «marks the end 
of dogmatism, voluntarism, and subjectivism. It means a transition to the position of science, 
reason, objectivity, honesty, openness» (Holubnychy, 1957: 3-4).

V. Holubnychy also draws attention to the fact that another problem that Mao Zedong was 
interested in was the materialist dialectic, a separate topic in the realm of Marxist-Leninist 
philosophy. However, the scientist notes that one should not forget that the materialistic 
dialectic of Mao Zedong is related to the dialectic of the classics of Marxism-Leninism 
and other communist philosophers. However, its difference lies in the fact that it contains 
features of the dialectic of classical Chinese philosophy. An example of this was his published 
philosophical works, in which it was possible to trace the connection between Mao’s 
philosophy and classical Chinese philosophy in most of his postulates. Mao Zedong called 
for the assimilation and use of ancient Chinese philosophical literature and culture, which, in 
his opinion, would significantly expand the development of the Chinese national variety of 
Marxism (Holubnychy, 1964: 3-16).

In general, as claimed by V. Holubnychiy, it is uncertain precisely what Mao Zedong’s 
contribution to the development of Marxist-Leninist philosophy consists of because, in his 
writings, nothing new was introduced into materialistic ontology, only into materialistic 
epistemology (or epistemology) and into the dialectical interpretation of ontology, which 
follows from his materialist epistemology. Also, Mao Zedong lacks a detailed understanding 
of the concept of «matter». From his explanations, one can only understand that matter means 
everything that does not belong to human consciousness, thoughts, ideas, concepts, and theories. 
«The realization that matter exists independently and separately from consciousness in the 
external world is the basis of materialism» (Holubnychy, 1964: 19). Chinese philosophical 
thought perceives objective reality and nature as self-evident. Similarly, Mao Zedong perceived 
matter as something exogenous and independent of human will and knowledge. However, it 
should be recognized that Mao Zedong’s views on these issues were new and different from 
traditional Chinese philosophy, which did not pay attention to the nature of knowledge and 
its methods. This was evidence that Marxism-Leninism influenced Mao Zedong’s worldview 
(Holubnychy, 1964: 20).

Therefore, Marxism as a theory for Mao Zedong had only applied value and was not a 
priori a good thing in itself. Marxism is one of the tools of knowledge and transformation of 
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reality. Therefore, it can become valuable only if it is applied in practice. Mao Zedong did not 
consider Marxism a kind of «road guide», a ready-made action method. For him, Marxism 
teaches how to choose methods for one’s actions. As V. Holubnychy noted, Mao Zedong easily 
mastered the Marxist-Leninist dialectic, which confirmed his natural way of thinking, and his 
typically Chinese common sense was correct. He «developed» the dialectic and «introduced 
new elements into it» (Holubnychy, 1964: 31).

However, such a positive assessment of Mao Zedong’s philosophical views has not always 
occurred in scientific works. Thus, the dominant majority of the scientific works of Soviet 
scientists were ideologically engaged, so instead of trying to create a scientifically adequate 
reconstruction of the formation of Chinese Marxism, they criticized the ideas of Mao Zedong 
and his followers. So far, the Maoists have been criticized and accused of turning to the 
materialist dialectic and twisting it in the spirit of «Mao’s philosophical ideas» and formulating 
an anti-scientific «concept of movement and development» – the so-called «dialectic of the 
splitting of the one». The creation of this concept became an integral part of the general attack 
of Maoism on the position of Marxism in the People’s Republic of China. Also, the Maoists 
were accused of replacing the materialist dialectic with their «concept of development». It was 
noted that by replacing the unity and struggle of opposites with «confrontation», the Maoists 
replaced the Marxist-Leninist methodology with the «theory of duality», the principle of 
considering each phenomenon as the absolute opposite of another phenomenon.

Regarding the «discussion» about the splitting of the one, here the Maoists attempted to 
spread their anti-scientific «concept of movement and development» to the problem of the 
relationship between matter and spirit, social existence, and social consciousness. They stated 
that «the law of unity and struggle of opposites can also be applied to the connection of thinking 
and being – this is also a connection of the unity of opposites». According to Marxism-Leninism, 
the law of unity and struggle of opposites, along with other laws of dialectics, a general law 
of nature, society, and thinking, does not apply to the connection of thinking and being direct. 
Thus, according to Lenin’s definition, the unity of opposites is in thinking itself and not in 
the relations between thinking and being. The Maoists extend the law of unity and struggle 
of opposites directly to the connection of thought and being, interpreting this problem as the 
Maoist «principle of opposing opposites». They deny the Marxist categories of the identity of 
thinking and being, of the correspondence of the subjective to the objective, as incompatible 
with their understanding of the contradictions of thinking. In general, Soviet Chinese scholars 
believed that the Maoist philosophical «concept of movement and development» was a 
parasite on the dialectical-materialist concept of development, borrowing only categories from 
it (Yashchenko, 1977: 79-98).

What can be said about how Mao Zedong’s ideology is treated today? First of all, it should be 
remembered that for a certain time, there was a departure from the ideas of Mao Zedong. With 
the arrival of Deng Xiaoping, the ideology of the Chinese Communist Party became his idea 
of building socialism with Chinese characteristics. However, Mao Zedong’s ideas regarding 
Marxism-Leninism remained in the CPC statute. Only such concepts as «class struggle» 
and «workers’ and peasants’ power» left the party’s genealogy; in general, the party began 
to position itself as a party of the whole people. At the moment, Mao Zedong’s personality 
is respected in China, but «his legacy and his ideas evoke a wide variety of reactions: from 
complete approval to denial. In big cities, they are advocating the further rejection of Mao’s 
ideas and weakening their influence on modern Chinese ideology (…) The image of the «Great 
Helmsman» still lives on in China. However, in economic practice, nothing is left of his ideas» 



Characteristic Features of the Chinese Marxism’s Formation: Key Philosophical 
and Socio-Political Foundations of Research by Nataliia Yarmolitska and Katherine Gan

Future Human Image, Volume 18, 2022 111

(Samokysh, 2012). Currently, the active struggle against Maoism is no longer carried out. At 
the end of the 70s of the 20th century, the CCP leadership made an extraordinary decision 
in which it was recognized that Mao Zedong’s actions were 70 percent right and 30 percent 
wrong. Thus, this issue was closed. However, the Prime Minister of the People’s Republic of 
China, Wen Jiabao, speaking at a press conference, noted that if the authorities do not carry out 
reforms, the country will be threatened by a new «cultural revolution», the repetition of which 
is most feared in China, because the majority recognizes it as a national disaster (Samokysh, 
2012).

Conclusions

Summing up, it should be noted that during the research it was determined that Chinese 
Marxism was interpreted in the People’s Republic of China as formed in special socio-political 
and spiritual-cultural conditions of the national variety of Marxist teaching. In general, the 
history of the formation of Marxism in China shows that it was based on the model of Marxist-
Leninist philosophy, theoretically-methodologically and worldview-based on historical and 
dialectical materialism, which became the basis of the initial stage of the construction of 
socialism, and later in the construction of socialism with Chinese characteristics. Gradually, 
this paradigm became dominant in the system of philosophical and socio-political knowledge 
in China, and Chinese Marxism began to be interpreted as something formed in the country’s 
special socio-political and spiritual-cultural conditions, as a national variety of Marxist 
teaching. The results of the research presented in the article will provide an opportunity to 
significantly expand knowledge about the reception of the formation and development of 
Chineseized Marxism. They will also help further research the features of modern Chineseized 
Marxism.
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Vocational education is a system that aims to improve existing resources, knowledge, and skills, 
as well as opportunities for unmotivated young people to continue their education. Individuals benefit 
from vocational education because it prepares them for the labor market and increases their chances 
of a successful professional career. In this regard, the issue of vocational education in our country has 
recently taken on a more serious tone, and attention has been drawn back to this field. The importance of 
vocational education in employment in advanced countries around the world justifies the development of 
vocational education in our country.

Since young people must be able to continue their lives by participating in business life, making a 
necessary contribution to development, and meeting the needs of enterprises for qualified workers, in 
this context, it is important for young people in our country to receive qualified education, employment 
and participate in public life. The main goal of this study is to evaluate the impact of the newly created 
vocational education institution – Gabala State Vocational Education Center, on the employment of 
graduates and to recommend proposals to increase the efficiency of the vocational education system in 
the participation of graduates in work life.
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Introduction

Science and technology are critical to the advancement of humanity and civilization. 
Education promotes the advancement of science and technology. Education is the most 
important factor for societies to preserve and strengthen their culture in a rapidly developing 
and changing world. The economic strength of any country in the globalized world, the 
formation of the national economy, and its further expansion in quantity and quality are 
inextricably linked to the establishment of a new education system enriched with common 
human values. Education is the most important determinant of a country’s human capital and 
therefore plays a very important role in the economic development of countries. Education 
has both specific benefits for the individual and social benefits for society. These benefits help 
individuals achieve higher income and social status by providing them with the equipment 
they need in life. On the other hand, it also provides social benefits to society by increasing 
the workforce’s productivity and producing conscious individuals. With the development 
of information technologies, knowledge-based economies and information societies have 
emerged in the globalized world. Through education, the survival of individuals in the new and 
more competitive world is possible. Rapid advances in science and technology significantly 
impact a country’s economic and social development. In tandem with these developments, 
the demand for qualified personnel is growing. Globalization, increased competition, and 
technological changes have diversified the skills required in the labor market and increased 
the demand for professionally educated personnel. Vocational education is critical in preparing 
quality and qualified labor to meet the demands of the labor market. Vocational education is a 
type of education that allows students to gain practical knowledge and skills before pursuing 
a career path. Vocational education plays an important role in facilitating students’ transition 
from school to work. Furthermore, vocational training is critical in lowering the country’s 
unemployment rate and ensuring the employment of young people. The opportunities 
provided by vocational education are critical in the development of a student’s knowledge and 
skills, as well as in obtaining employment. Despite the conventional wisdom that high-quality 
innovation necessitates academically educated workers, countries with strong vocational 
education systems consistently rank among the top innovators in international innovation 
rankings (Backes-Gellner & Lehnert, 2021). The teacher’s responsibility to prepare students 
for the society in which they work and live is the strongest argument for vocational education 
students’ acquiring 21st-century skills. As a result, students must be equipped with the skills 
and competencies required in the twenty-first century to face future workforce challenges. 
Teachers must be innovative in their teaching and learning approaches to promote these 21st-
century skills and increase their students’ engagement in the learning environment (Arif et al., 
2021). Teachers who value science and reason and have universal values can help to establish 
a scientifically based way of life in society (Arslan & Vezne, 2021).

It should be noted that the development efficiency of any profession can be determined 
by the gap between the student’s theoretical and practical knowledge. Vocational education 
can also be seen as expanding opportunities for young people who lack the knowledge, skills, 
and motivation to continue their education. Vocational education institutions serve as a tool 
in closing the knowledge and skill gap between business and education. With advancing 
technology and changes in existing occupations, the function of formal education has become 
even more critical.
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Literature review

As long as a person lives, work and education, in other words, professional education, 
occupy an important place in his life. Vocational education aims to equip individuals with 
the knowledge, know-how, skills, or competences required in specific occupations or, more 
broadly, in the labor market (CEDEFOP 2008, Europe). Vocational education is a type of 
education tailored to a specific activity and includes both knowledge and practical skills to 
support that activity (OECD, 2009). Vocational education, as opposed to degree or higher-
level programs offered by higher education institutions, is a type of post-compulsory education 
that provides individuals with vocational or work-related knowledge and skills (Wahba, 2013). 
The inclusion of vocational education in general educational policies and practices is a natural 
indicator of this need in every period of human history and in every country (Canning, 2013). 
Vocational training provides many benefits to individuals, such as increased employment 
opportunities, higher income, career advancement, opening up of their own businesses, 
increased self-confidence and self-esteem, and most importantly, the fight against poverty 
(Özsoy, 2015). Vocational education is commonly defined as a specific sector or set of sub-
sectors of the educational system. It consists of specialized (formal) educational programs 
offered by appropriate institutions (CEDEFOP, 2017). Vocational education is a branch of 
education that includes theory and practice and vocational training in other fields (Sudirman, 
2018). Vocational education, particularly apprenticeship programs, assists young people in 
quickly transitioning to the labor market by providing vocational skills (Somuncu, 2020). 
Vocational education is distinct in that it aims to develop ideas, attitudes, and work habits that 
are beneficial to the individual while meeting social, political, and economic needs (Sugiyo 
& Rahardjo, 2020). It is critical to emphasize workplace learning and provide opportunities 
for students to visit industrial establishments during vocational education to prepare students 
to participate more effectively in the labor market and be closer to work (Shafi et al., 2021). 
Vocational education is a state-sponsored training program that prepares qualified workers 
(Ariyani et al., 2021).   

Student employment is a two-edged sword because, on the one hand, it can reduce 
students’ academic performance while also having a positive long-term effect (Kocsis & 
Pusztai, 2020). Today, having the qualities and characteristics required by the labor market is 
the most important guarantee of employment. As a result, the value of vocational education 
is growing. It is necessary to maintain vocational education in a constantly changing and 
innovative manner, depending on the constantly changing and developing labor market (Taş, 
2011). Education of young people with practical vocational skills is seen as a promising tool 
in developing countries for creating more flexible learning relationships, which can better 
prepare young people for the demands of the modern workplace (Eichhorst et al., 2013). The 
digitization of the economy in the near future means that there is a need to change the focus 
on digital skills from a strategic point of view since almost all jobs now require employees to 
have some level of digital knowledge.

On the other hand, human resources must be trained to cooperate with robots and artificial 
intelligence. Since the transformation of the economic system will be complex, it is necessary 
to form a system of qualified vocational training according to the new conditions (Veres et 
al., 2021). The Fourth Industrial Revolution, as one of the most debated technological and 
socio-economic developments in modern history, has had a significant impact on the agenda of 
educational policies and strategies (Spöttl & Windelband, 2021). Vocational education should 
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be able to foster new creativity and innovation in the age of Industry 4.0. In order to meet the 
changes, opportunities, and challenges of this era, the government is expected to consider 
the balance between vocational education and employment while also paying attention to the 
human aspects. Thus, in the era of Industry 4.0, the available opportunities for the development 
of vocational education should have the following characteristics (Hamdani et al., 2021):

•	 Critical thinking and problem-solving skills
•	 Communication and collaboration skills
•	 Creativity and innovation skills
•	 ICT skills
•	 Contextual learning skills.

Vocational education is seen as a pathway to stable employment for high school graduates 
who struggle to gain entry to higher education. In other words, it can be thought of as 
a “transitional system” (Fuller, 2015). Vocational education is an investment in the future 
because the skills acquired by students throughout the vocational education process can be 
used to enter the world of work (Jalinus, 2021).

Vocational education serves a variety of functions. This includes informing individuals 
about their profession of choice; initial preparation of individuals for work-life; development 
of their skills to engage in their chosen professions; and provisions such as continuous 
development of individuals throughout their working life, among other things (Billett, 2011). 
Many researchers argue that vocational education programs should perform better than general 
education programs in terms of developing human capital in the country (Bolli et al., 2021). 

A number of researchers argue that vocational education is based on two main assumptions 
based on the following arguments (McGrath, 2012):

1. training leads to productivity and economic growth (training for growth);
2. skills lead to employability (skills for work).

The teachers in the vocational education system should be familiar with the processes 
that help students become self-sufficient. According to educational experts’ theories, there are 
differences in how individuals achieve their learning objectives. These distinctions can assist 
teachers in accessing different levels of thought and in teaching all students to think deeply 
about what they are learning. The stages of the Plandoresh (Plan-do-review-share-happy) 
strategy have been shown in studies to be valid for use in training as an attempt to develop 
independent learning in vocational students (Aftoni et al., 2021):

•	 “Plan” – consists of defining goals, determining the final project, drawing up a 
schedule, solving problems, studying resources;

•	 “Do” – includes working on plans, discovering new information, keeping the job 
well;

•	 “Review” – includes discussion, group work, interaction of students, listening to 
others;

•	 “Share” – includes presentations, questions, answers, checking work results, 
receiving opinions;

•	 “Happy” – involves continuous self-development, seeking innovative and better 
ways, and seeking improvement.



The Impact of Modern Vocational Education Institutions on the Employment of Graduates in Azerbaijan
by Latif Zeynalli

Future Human Image, Volume 18, 2022 117

According to the research of Rosnee Ahad, Mohamad Zaid Mustafa (2021), and others, 
a teacher’s behavior in performing the task assigned to him is a good indicator of his or her 
emotional intelligence. Teachers with high emotional intelligence and work ethics, particularly 
vocational school teachers in Malaysia, can add significant value to institutions. As a result, 
stakeholders should ensure that these teachers’ intelligence is always present so that their 
attitude toward the task is positive. This positive situation, in turn, can transform them into 
someone who adds significant value to the vocational school’s work organization (Ahad et al., 
2021).

A random sample survey of 4,562 people in Sri Lanka to determine the effect of vocational 
training on graduate employability discovered that vocational training increased graduate 
employability by 17%. (Krishnapillai, 2021).

According to Brazilian researchers, young people, particularly those from low-income 
families, have fewer employment and income opportunities, making vocational training 
necessary (Uemura & Comini, 2022).

According to Finnish researchers, working life is not only the goal of vocational education 
but also its most important component and the future of its students (Ryökkinen et al., 2022).

The 21st-century society must rapidly shift toward sustainability while balancing the 
complex trade-offs between its ecological, social, and economic needs. On the other hand, 
the 21st century’s technical knowledge, competence, and skills spread to all aspects of life 
and left their imprint on humanity’s historical process (Lambini et al., 2021). Society as a 
whole has made great strides in all aspects of life. Rising technological capabilities have 
improved human relations and brought society closer together in political, socio-cultural, and 
economic terms. As a result of these relationships, successful policies and practices in the 
field of education of countries that have become more globalized have become models for 
other partner countries. According to the internal dynamics of the countries, the successful 
education policy implemented by other countries was used, and communication channels were 
established to exchange knowledge and experience in this field. In this light, it is appropriate 
to examine the models of vocational education used by countries around the world.

Vocational education in Germany: Germany’s dual vocational education and training 
system is highly recognized worldwide for its combination of theoretical and practical 
knowledge in the classroom. The dual system is highly established in the German education 
system. The main feature of the dual system is the cooperation between students’ small and 
medium-sized enterprises on the one hand and state-funded vocational schools on the other. 
This cooperation is regulated by law. Students studying in the dual system usually spend part 
of each week at the vocational school and the other part at the institution. Thanks to the dual 
education system, young people are optimally prepared for their future professions at school 
and at the institution. Dual training usually lasts two or three and a half years. Vocational 
education in Germany guarantees the future of students (Federal Ministry of Education and 
Research, 2015).

The positive aspects of the German vocational education model can be characterized as 
follows (Federal Ministry of Education and Research, 2015):

•	 the state, economy and social partners mutually ensure the basic conditions of 
vocational education;

•	 the purpose of the vocational education model applied in Germany is to instill 
comprehensive competences aimed at students;
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•	 uniformity of educational standards in each institution guarantees the quality of 
education and confirms that education accompanies people throughout their lives;

•	 continuous study of vocational education forms the basis for the adaptation of 
vocational education to technical, economic, and social development.

The most effective socio-economic mechanisms that support the efficiency of dual education 
are legislation regulating enterprise participation in dual education, state or regional funding, 
scholarship payments, trade union and chamber of commerce involvement in dual education, 
and guaranteed employment for future vocational school graduates (Pleshakova, 2019).

Vocational education in Turkey: Turkey has 4,640 vocational high schools with up to 
1.8 million students, which is a significant area in the Turkish Education System. Vocational 
high school students are trained to work in 228 different professional fields (Ayaz & Özdemir, 
2021). Students who have successfully completed primary and secondary education and 
passed the centralized examination for the Republic can study in vocational high schools (Ayaz 
& Özdemir, 2021). After the adoption of the “Education Vision 2023” program in Turkey, 
systematic steps were taken to improve the quality of vocational education and training, and 
short-term positive results were achieved. In addition to expanding the scale of cooperation 
with sectors, these measures created a quality assurance system in vocational education (Özer, 
2021). In addition, most of the on-the-job training programs created through the reforms have 
increased students’ skill development (Özer, 2021). The main goal of the “Education Vision 
2023” program is to educate individuals who are equipped with the skills of the time and the 
future, who can use this tool for the welfare of humanity, who are in love with science, who 
are interested and sensitive to culture, who are spiritual and moral. Seven goals have been 
defined for this program in the direction of the development of vocational education in Turkey. 
One of these goals is related to strengthening education-employment-production relations in 
vocational and technical education. For this purpose, it is planned to achieve the following 
goals (Türkiye Milli Eğitim Bakanliği, 2018):

•	 It will be ensured that vocational and technical secondary educational institutions 
have intensive interaction with sector leaders in Turkey;

•	 Graduates will be given priority in jobs; different salaries will be promoted according 
to the field and level of professional education;

•	 The number of vocational and technical schools will be increased within the 
framework of cooperation with the Ministry of Industry and Technology in Free 
Industrial Zones;

•	 Efforts of public and non-governmental organizations to open vocational and 
technical educational institutions and provide financial assistance will be supported;

•	 IT vocational high school model will be formed within technoparks;
•	 Students, teachers, and principals of schools producing inventions, patents, and 

brands will be given a certain reward from the income from the revolving fund.

Vocational education in Norway: Modern education systems in the countries of the world 
differ in terms of the breadth of education and its structure, as well as various ways of solving 
specific problems. There are also general trends that are approached with the same philosophy. 
The educational systems of the Scandinavian countries have many fundamental similarities, 
but at the same time, they have a number of differences, especially regarding the organization 
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of vocational education programs, including their place in the educational system and working 
life. The Norwegian vocational education model is a kind of hybrid model, where vocational 
education has the characteristics of a comprehensive school, as students are not divided into 
an academic or vocational education stream until after the first two years of upper secondary 
school (Simonsson, 2022).

Vocational education programs in Norway are generally four years long and are based 
on the 2+2 model, where two years of theoretical education are followed by two or three 
years of on-the-job learning. Students, therefore, build their education in different ways, and 
the first two years of theoretical education can be followed by further studies, after which 
the student can gain entrance requirements for higher education after passing exams. After 
the first two years of education, there is either a two-year apprenticeship at the workplace 
or a school-based education in the specialty of vocational education. Depending on how the 
individual learner program is structured, with an apprenticeship or school-based learning, the 
learner receives either an entrepreneur certificate, a participant certificate, or a full secondary 
education certificate. In Norway, about half of students are enrolled in a vocational education 
program, but only a third of them complete the training and receive some kind of certificate 
within five years (Simonsson, 2022).

During the two years of vocational education, the student is given general information 
about the professional field and is given the opportunity to specialize in the art or trade of 
his choice. Teaching focuses on common core subjects (Norwegian, English, mathematics, 
physical education, natural sciences, and social sciences) and general curriculum subjects that 
include trade-specific theory and practice. These subjects offer a general introduction to the 
professional field during the first year. During the second year, these subjects become more 
specific as vocational students decide which profession they want to pursue. An apprenticeship 
allows the student to gain in-depth knowledge in the professional field, including preparing for 
the entrepreneur or participant certificate exam. A two-year training is formalized on the basis 
of a contract concluded between the educational institution and the student.

Vocational education in Estonia: In Estonia, in 2013, the parliament passed the Law 
on Vocational Education Institutions, which fundamentally changed the regulation of the 
vocational education system. Among the most notable aspects are the following:

•	 Defining new categories of vocational education directly related to the Estonian 
Qualifications Framework;

•	 Extensive use of result-based principles in the assessment and determination 
of professional training types, curricula and qualification criteria for personnel 
working in the teaching-pedagogical profession;

•	 Determining the right to give instructions;
•	 Defining and implementing the use of a new unit (Estonian vocational education 

credit points) for measuring educational volumes.

Estonia has implemented extensive reforms in the vocational education and training 
system in recent years. As a result, Estonia’s vocational education and training system is very 
well established: the involvement of employers is strong, especially through the system of 
vocational qualifications and standards that form the basis of program development. About 
25% of upper secondary-level students enter a vocational program run by 30 different 
vocational education and training providers. There is a new apprenticeship system with high 
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growth. Education and labor market outcomes are also good: young Estonians score very well 
in the Program for International Student Assessment (PISA) and the Survey of Adult Abilities 
(PIAAC), and unemployment rates are very low (Musset et al., 2019).

By the end of 2019 and 2020, career management skills in vocational education were 
developed through both vocational training and general skills modules. Each vocational 
education curriculum included a general skills module dealing with career-related topics and 
entrepreneurship principles. Since the autumn of 2020, a new module called “Learning path 
and work in a changing environment” has been implemented (Lifelong Guidance in Estonia 
2020).

Navigating the learning and career paths in a rapidly changing job market is becoming 
increasingly difficult. Therefore, quality career guidance and information are critical to 
ensuring that young people make the right decisions. Career guidance and information services 
in Estonia have been extensively reorganized, as evidenced by the document “Development 
of the Career Guidance System in Estonia.” This document focuses on “skills for today’s job 
market” and “skills for tomorrow’s work.” The development of the Career Guidance System in 
Estonia contributes to reducing future skill shortages through the following tasks (CEDEFOP, 
2017):

•	 Development of the national career-oriented system in the education system;
•	 Development of career education in secondary and vocational schools;
•	 Development of career education in secondary and vocational schools;
•	 Development and implementation of ICT applications in guidance and counseling;
•	 Strengthening cooperation and information exchange within the institutional 

network in the fields of education, training, leadership, youth work and labor market 
in Estonia.

The experience of the countries we researched also shows that the countries are carrying 
out reforms in this direction. The main goal is to train specialists in accordance with market 
demand, establish and develop successful cooperative relations between vocational education 
and business enterprises, and strengthen the joint activity of representatives of vocational 
education and business enterprises to achieve progress in the field. For this purpose, cooperation 
with employers is one of the main conditions for bringing the vocational education system up 
to date. It is necessary to involve employers as the main party in the vocational education 
system, conduct personnel training according to employers’ requirements, and implement a 
public-private partnership system in education.

Methodology

This study was designed to determine the impact of newly established vocational education 
institutions on students’ employment, on the example of the Gabala State Vocational Education 
Center. In order to achieve this goal, the research was conducted with a mixed research 
approach in which quantitative and qualitative methods were used together. The main reason 
for choosing a mixed research method is the inadequacy of using a single data source to achieve 
the research objective. It was considered necessary to approach the issue from the perspective 
of both students and staff to understand and analyze the problem. During the preparation of 
the research paper, an online survey was conducted. So, an anonymous survey was conducted 
with the management team and employees of Gabala State Vocational Education Center. Then, 
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a survey was conducted with students who graduated from Gabala State Vocational Education 
Center in 2015-2019. The results obtained from both surveys were analyzed and reflected in 
the research work.

Current situation of Gabala State Vocational Education Center

Continuously increasing changes in the organization of technology and production in the 
process of globalization require the adaptation of education and, in this context, vocational 
education to current trends. For this purpose, the establishment of the State Agency for 
Vocational Education under the Ministry of Education, according to the Decree of the 
President of the country Ilham Aliyev, on 20 April 2016, “On the establishment and ensuring 
the activities of the State Agency for Vocational Education under the Ministry of Education of 
the Republic of Azerbaijan” regarding the improvement of vocational education is a successful 
step. Thus, the main activities of the agency consist of the following (PTDA, 2016):

•	 Implementation of accessible, skills-developed and career-oriented continuous 
professional and training to continuously adjust vocational education to the 
requirements of the labor market;

•	 Increasing the efficiency of vocational training in the field of first vocational-
specialization education and ensuring the training of competitively qualified 
personnel;

•	 Development of the material and technical base of the first vocational-specialized 
educational institutions;

•	 Implementation of new programs within the framework of state-business cooperation 
with employers;

•	 Preparation and implementation of methods related to the recognition of competences 
obtained by non-formal and informal methods.

In addition, the creation of 10 State Vocational Education Centers based on 20 vocational 
education institutions operating in the regions shows that the state attaches special importance 
to the rationalization of vocational education institutions for the development of vocational 
education. Gabala State Vocational Education Center is a newly created vocational educational 
institution. Gabala State Vocational Training Center was established in 2017 by merging 
the Gabala Vocational School with the Gabala Tourism and Hospitality Vocational Training 
Center. By order of the Minister of Education of the Republic of Azerbaijan on 18 December 
2020, Gabala State Vocational Education Center was granted the status of a public legal entity. 
Gabala State Vocational Training Center is located in the Sheki-Zagatala economic region 
in the northwestern part of the Republic. A canning factory, cold warehouses for sorting 
fruits and vegetables, dairy, grape, hazelnut processing, carpet weaving enterprises, bakery, 
elevator, brick, and concrete factories all operate in the region and contribute significantly to 
the region’s economy. Animal husbandry, grain growing, tobacco growing, grape growing, 
and cocoon growing are the foundations of its economy. Agricultural product processing 
businesses exist. The region grows tobacco, wheat, and barley, and cocoons are kept. Gabala 
region has gained fame for its historical monuments and has great tourism opportunities. 
Tourism, being a favorable part of the regional economy, creates a solid base for small 
and medium enterprises. This also helps develop tourism and open new jobs and plays an 
important role in forming the region’s infrastructure. There is an International Airport and a 
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Railway Station in the region. The socio-economic opportunities of the region encourage the 
preparation of professional personnel for the development of tourism and agriculture. For this 
purpose, Gabala State Vocational Training Center has determined the direction of the activity. 
Gabala State Vocational Education Center has two computer classrooms with 60 computers 
and is provided with high-speed internet. There are more than 18,000 copies of books in the 
center’s library, of which 3,180 are fiction, 5,291 are general education subjects, and 10,032 
are specialized textbooks written based on modular educational programs. The structure of the 
Gabala State Vocational Education Center is as follows:

Figure.1 Structure of Gabala State Vocational Education Center
Source: Gabala State Vocational Education Center (2021)

By providing quality education for students with different educational bases and social 
statuses following the modern requirements of the labor market, by training independent, 
competent, enterprising, high moral and ethical qualities, business-minded, hardworking, 
and patriotic personnel, having a leading position in their segment in the country and region, 
modern and acting as an innovative vocational training institution is the primary mission of 
Gabala State Vocational Training Center. Gabala State Vocational Training Center has defined 
the following as a vision (Gabala State Vocational Training Center, 2021):

•	 To maintain and develop the leadership in this field as the first vocational school 
where the dual system was applied in the country, to strengthen the level of 
cooperation with business institutions and employers;

•	 To strengthen the material and technical base of the school and to increase the 
quality of personnel potential, to organize the teaching of new specialties following 
modern requirements, to provide high professional education;

•	 Transform the Education Center into an innovative resource center for vocational 
education for the region;

•	 Provide active economic activity in areas suitable for specialization;
•	 Constantly taking care of the improvement of socio-cultural and household 

conditions of staff and students;
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•	 To develop international relations, to be an exporter of educational services
Personnel training at the Gabala State Vocational Training Center is mainly carried out in 

4 directions (PTDA, 2022):

1. Higher technical professional qualifications (Sub-bachelor)
•	 Web designer and software;
•	 Veterinary and livestock work;
•	 Hotel, restaurant business organization and management;
•	 Accounting.

2. Agricultural majors

•	 Plant breeding specialist;
•	 Agroservice specialist;
•	 Animal husbandry specialist;
•	 Master of Viticulture and Wine;
•	 Wide-profile tractor driver – machinist, repairman-locksmith;
•	 Chemical-bacteriological analysis laboratory;
•	 Gardener – decorator.

3. In the field of tourism
•	 Cook;
•	 Tourism organizer;
•	 Catering specialist in tourism;
•	 Hotel administrator;
•	 Confectioner.

4. In other areas of the economy
•	 Locksmith – plumber;
•	 Electrical fitter for repair and service of electrical equipment;
•	 Computer operator;
•	 Sewing equipment operator, seamstress;
•	 Carpet maker;
•	 Operative – accountant;
•	 Nanny;
•	 Handheld electric welder

Gabala State Vocational Education Center consists of two educational buildings, each with 
three floors. There are two gymnasiums, three general education laboratories, 4 ICT rooms, 
two libraries with extensive teaching materials, two assembly halls with 196 and 100 seats, two 
medical rooms, two consultation rooms, and classrooms. In the center, a “Pre-Conscript Training 
of Youth” office meeting modern requirements was created, where a computer-controlled 
weapons simulator and a weapons storage room were built. Automatic tools were also provided 
for training purposes. Five projectors have been installed in the educational center, which makes 
it possible to use the possibilities of ICT widely. The material and the technical base have been 
created in the field of tourism in the center’s tourism corps. It includes a dormitory, a registration 
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room (bar and service room), a modern kitchen, two dining rooms with 100 and 50 seats, a hotel 
room, and a restaurant. In the center, there are locksmiths, carpentry, welding workshops, and 
a tractors laboratory equipped with modern equipment in the workshop building consists of 4 
sections. In addition, 2 material warehouses, classrooms, changing rooms, and sanitary facilities 
were also built in that building. Separately, a training room consisting of 2 modern simulators, a 
truck and a passenger car was created in the center, which is an irreplaceable technical base for 
the training of drivers in the future. The territory of the New Education Center is 5.4 ha. It has a 
garden area of 3500 sq.m garden area, with more than 250 fruit and other trees planted. A modern 
football field has been built in the yard of the center, and a green zone has been built on an area of 
more than 1,9238 ha. On the area of 7045.22 sq.m., an asphalt coating, a boiler house, a 100-ton 
waste water reservoir, and three drinking and fire-proof water reservoirs were built (Gabala State 
Vocational Training Center, 2021):

Impact of Gabala State Vocatıonal Educatıon Center  
on graduates’ employment

Rapid global competition and structural changes caused by the liberal market economy 
change all reveal employment issues. Despite significant changes in the demand for skilled 
labor, the distribution of employment by sector of the economy reveals a concentration in the 
service sector. The emergence of new production conditions based on the rapid development 
of production and management techniques has increased the demand for a skilled workforce 
with the necessary knowledge and skills. In this regard, technological advancements necessitate 
the use of a variety of approaches to the business process. Business changes have a significant 
impact on the behaviors desired in employees, the purpose and content of education, the strategies 
to be used in the teaching-education process, the educational tools and materials to be used, 
and the duration of education. As a result, the quality of the labor force has become the most 
important factor in an enterprise’s competitiveness and profitability. To take advantage of today’s 
technology, businesses require a high-quality, multi-skilled, creative workforce rather than an 
unskilled and uneducated workforce. In this regard, education appears to be the most important 
factor influencing workforce quality. As a result, there is undoubtedly a symbiotic relationship 
between employment and education. One of the primary goals of all countries’ economic policies 
is to achieve full employment. Everyone in the country who wants to work at the current wage 
level can find a job where they can evaluate their skills and participate in the work process. 
Employability is an individual’s possession of the required qualities and skills to meet the changing 
needs of employers and job seekers and accordingly help them realize their goals and potential 
in the workplace (McQuaid, 2005). Employment is the most important way to participate fully, 
actively, and equally in the life of society. The more people are engaged in full or part-time work 
in the labor market, the greater their contribution to ensuring the availability of necessary social 
security (Bilevičienė, 2016). Three parameters can influence the importance of the concept of 
employment: external conditions of the labor market, personnel management strategies within 
companies, and finally, the place of “work” as a value in society (Guilbert et al., 2016). Failure 
to achieve full employment for various reasons creates the problem of unemployment, which 
has both social and economic dimensions. A healthy and stable economy is the most important 
indicator of being a strong country in the international world. In ensuring this, along with the 
country’s resources, the effective participation of human capital in the production process plays 
a special role. As a result, the state must pursue employment and vocational education policies 
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to train a quality workforce while considering the economy’s labor force needs. Companies in 
our country are looking for employees with work experience and knowledge of market economy 
mechanisms. Indeed, one of the country’s most serious issues is the lack of a healthy relationship 
between education and employment. Countries’ development is provided by qualified personnel 
who have been educated. In this regard, vocational education plays an essential role in providing 
employment opportunities to individuals. It increases the productivity of enterprises, which 
confirms that vocational education is an invaluable tool for increasing the mobility, adaptability 
and productivity of the workforce, and contributes to increasing competitiveness and eliminating 
imbalances in the labor market (Seonkyung, 2016).

Figure 2. The relationship between vocational education and employment  
(Brunello & Rocco, 2017)

We must consider that the insufficient level of professional education and employment 
relationships in Azerbaijan can create difficulties for school graduates to adapt to work life. In 
this regard, it would be appropriate to analyze the situation for the years 2018-2020 based on 
the statistical data obtained from the Gabala State Vocational Education Center.

Table 1. Employment level of graduates of Gabala State Vocational Education Center
Indicators Years

 2018 2019 2020 2021
Total number of graduates, people 267 324 250 426

Number of employed graduates from them, people 141 189 97 121
including    

Number of graduates in agricultural specialties, 
people 53 19 65 86

Number of employed among them, people 28 8 20 17
Number of graduates in tourism specialties, peo-

ple 74 136 99 163

Number of employed among them, people 17 30 18 53
On other areas of the economy 140 169 86 177

Number of employed among them, people 96 151 59 51

Source: Compiled on the basis of statistical data obtained from Gabala State Vocational 
Education Center.
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As can be seen from Table 1, the total number of graduates of the Gabala State Vocational 
Education Center in 2018 was 267, of which 19.85% were graduates of agricultural specialties, 
27.72% were graduates of tourism specialties, and 47.57% consisted of graduates from other 
areas of the economy. In 2019, the total number of graduates increased by 21.3% compared to 
2018 and was 324 people. As a result, 5.86% of them are graduates of agricultural specialties, 
41.98% are graduates of tourism specialties, and 47.84% are graduates of other fields of 
economy. In 2020, the total number of graduates decreased by 12.8% to 250 people, of which 
26% are graduates of agricultural specialties, 39.6% are graduates of tourism specialties, 
and 65.6% are graduates of other fields of economy. In 2021, the total number of graduates 
increased by 70.4% to 426 people. As can be seen from the table, 20.2% of them belong to 
graduates in agriculture, 38.3% to graduates in tourism, and 41.5% to graduates in other fields 
of economy. Accordingly, 53% of the total graduates were employed in 2018, 58% in 2019, 
39% in 2020, and 28.4% in 2021. In addition, 52.8% of graduates in agriculture majors in 
2018, 42.1% in 2019, 30.7% in 2020, and 19.8% in 2021, as well as graduates in tourism 
majors, 22.9% were employed in 2018, 22.1% in 2019, 18.2% in 2020 and 32.5% in 2021. In 
2018, 68.6% of graduates in other fields of the economy, 89.3% in 2019, 68.6% in 2020, and 
29% in 2021 were employed.

Now, let’s pay attention to the results of an anonymous survey of the management and 
teaching staff of the Gabala State Vocational Education Center regarding the study of the 
impact of the newly established vocational educational institutions on the employment of 
students. Note that 85 employees of Gabala State Vocational Education Center participated 
in the survey. 53 (62.4%) of the employees who participated in the survey are women, and 32 
(37.6%) are men. Table 2 shows the indicators of the division of duties of the employees of 
the Gabala State Vocational Education Center who participated in the survey. As can be seen, 
the participation of industrial training masters in the survey is high compared to others. It is 
positive that the leaders of the vocational training center also participated in the survey.

Table 2 Indicators on the division of duties of the employees who participated in the 
survey

Position Number  Percentage

Directory 6 7.10%

Specialized subject teacher 21 24.70%

General education subject teacher 20 23.50%

Master of Industrial Training 32 37.60%

other 6 7.10%

Total 85 100.00%

Source: The result of the survey conducted among the employees of Gabala State Vocational 
Center

From Figure 3, it can be concluded that the number of employees working at the Gabala 
State Vocational Education Center for less than 1 year is 27 (31.8), employees with 1-5 years 
of work experience are 21 (24.7), employees with 5-7 years of work experience employees 
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with experience are 4 people (4.7%), employees with 7-10 years of work experience are 3 
people (3.5%), and employees with more than 10 years of work experience are 30 people 
(35.3%). Thus, it can be said that the Gabala State Vocational Training Center is dominated by 
employees with a lot of work experience.

Figure 3. Work experience of the participants in the survey  
at the Gabala State Vocational Education Center

In addition, based on the survey, several questions were addressed to Gabala State 
Vocational Education Center employees. The results of these questions and their answers are 
reflected in Table 3. 59 people (69.4%) completely agree, 23 people (27.1%) agree, and 3 
people (3.5%) partially agree to the question “The acquisition of the status of a public legal 
entity of the Gabala State Vocational Education Center creates new opportunities to achieve 
the goals in the field of vocational education development.” He answered that he agreed. There 
were no employees who chose the versions of Disagree and Strongly Disagree. 47 people 
(55.3%) completely agree, 35 people (41.2%) agree, and 3 people (3.5%) partially agree to the 
question “Measures related to career planning of graduates are carried out at the Gabala State 
Vocational Education Center.” There were no employees who chose the versions of Disagree 
and Strongly Disagree.

In addition, when answering the question “There is a mechanism for monitoring the 
activities of graduates at the Gabala State Vocational Education Center”, 34 people (40%) 
completely agree, 43 people (50.6%) agree, 7 people (8.2%) partially agree, 1 person (1.2%) 
answered as disagree. There were no employees who chose the strongly disagree version. 
34 respondents (40%) completely agree, 42 respondents (49.4%) agree, and 9 respondents 
(10.6%) partially agree when answering the question about the existence of a strategy for 
ensuring the employment of graduates at the Gabala State Vocational Education Center. There 
were no employees who chose the versions of Disagree and Strongly Disagree. In addition, 
the survey participants were asked a question about cooperation with employers to ensure 
graduates’ employment at the Gabala State Vocational Education Center. At this time, a high 
percentage of respondents, i.e., 57 people (67.1%) chose the answer completely agree, and the 
rest 25 people (29.40%) agreed, 3 people (3.5%) chose the partially agree answer. This time, 
there was no employee who chose the version of “disagree” and “strongly disagree”. Also, 
48 people (56.5%) completely agree, 32 people (37.6%) agree, and 5 people (5.9%) partially 
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agree to the question about employers’ interest in providing employment to graduates of 
Gabala State Vocational Education Center. There were no employees who chose the versions 
of Disagree and Strongly Disagree.

Respondents were asked the question, “Data information of graduates who are employed by 
employers in Gabala State Vocational Education Center is processed” and 32 people (37.6%) 
completely agree, 46 people (54.1%) agree, and 7 people (8.2%) partially agree. There were no 
employees who chose the versions of Disagree and Strongly Disagree. In addition, questions 
were addressed to the respondents on the main priorities of the Gabala State Vocational Training 
Center. Since the creation of a school-hotel complex is of particular importance among the 
main priorities of the Gabala State Vocational Education Center, 27 (31.8%) of the survey 
participants completely agree with the question addressed in this direction, 20 (23.5%) agree, 
37 (43.5%) partially agree and 1 person (1.2%) answered that they do not agree. There were no 
employees who chose the strongly disagree version. As it can be seen, the fact that the majority 
of the respondents chose the answer “I don’t agree” indicates that the school-hotel complex 
in Gabala State Vocational Education Center is not created at the current stage. However, 
according to the information we received from the management of the vocational center, 
work in this direction is successfully continued. Although 44 respondents (51.8%) completely 
agree, 32 respondents (37.6%) agree, and 9 respondents (10.6%) partially agree to the question 
“Work has been done to strengthen the material and technical base of educational workshops 
in Gabala State Vocational Education Center” there was no employee who chose the versions 
of disagree and strongly disagreed. To the question about updating the training programs of 
vocational center employees, 42 people (49,4%) strongly agree, 31 people (36,5%) agree, 
11 people (12,9%) partially agree, and 1 person (1,2%) disagree answered in Gabala State 
VET Centre. There were no respondents who ticked strongly disagree. The majority of 31 
respondents (36.5%) answered yes to the question posed to the respondents in order to identify 
the activity aimed at expanding the network of social partnerships in the Gabala State VET 
Centre. As a result of the survey, it was revealed that the engineering-pedagogical staff of the 
Gabala State VET Centre is constantly being improved, and at the same time, by applying 
modern educational technologies, staff training in new specialties is carried out. It should be 
noted that many of the issues reflected in Table 4 are reflected as strategic objectives in the 
Strategic Roadmap for the Development of Vocational Education and Training in the Republic 
of Azerbaijan and approved by the Decree of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan dated 
6 December, 2016. 6 December, 2016. As shown in Table 4, most respondents (82.4%) consider 
that the Gabala State VET Centre prefers cooperation with the Agency for Development of 
Small and Medium Enterprises.

In addition, 59 respondents (69.4%) stated that in the activities of the Gabala State VET 
Centre, they give priority to the identification of strategic areas of employment in the labor 
market and forecasting the demand for personnel, which gives the impression of successful 
implementation of work in this direction as well as attracting newly qualified specialists to the 
VET Centre.
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Table. 4 As a result of the survey, data on the factors that can positively affect the 
employment of graduates of Gabala State Vocational Center

Directions Number Percentage
identification of strategic employment areas in the labor 
market and forecasting of personnel demand 59 69.4%
organization of the sale of products and services produced in 
the vocational training institution 47 55.3%
organization of activities in the direction of promoting the 
entrepreneurial mindset in the vocational education institution 44 51.8%
Establishment of cooperation between vocational training 
institutions and model institutions 55 64.7%
Availability of accountability on the average time it takes 
graduates to find a job 39 45.9%
Cooperation with the Small and Medium Business 
Development Agency 70 82.4%
Attracting qualified new specialists to the vocational training 
center 59 69.4%
Identifying alternative funding sources 31 36.5%
Provision of vocational training and professional development 
for the elderly 26 30.6%
Supporting the meeting of general requirements for sectors of 
the economy 30 35.3%

Source: The result of the survey conducted among the employees of Gabala State Vocational 
Center

On the other hand, 64.7% of the respondents to the questionnaire on the activities of 
the Gabala State VET Centre focused on the establishment of cooperation between model 
enterprises; 55.3% on the organization of the sale of manufactured products and services; 
51.8% on the promotion of entrepreneurial thinking in the vocational training institution; and 
51.8% on the organization of activities in the vocational training institution. As far as other 
indicators are concerned, a small number of respondents, i.e., 45.9%, support the existence of 
accountability regarding the average time of finding a job for graduates; 36.5% support the 
identification of alternative sources of financing; 35.3% support the organization of a general 
assembly meeting; and 30.6% consider that the importance given to the provision of vocational 
training and professional development for the elderly is relatively low. In general, we consider 
that the anonymous survey of the management and teaching staff of Kebele State VET Centre 
was effective in investigating the impact of newly established vocational training institutions 
on student employment. From the answers of the surveyed employees, it can be concluded that 
work has been and is being done to ensure the employment of those needs in the vocational 
training center.

Now, let’s pay attention to the results of students who graduated in different years at the 
Gabala State Vocational Education Center.
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Table. 5 Demographic data of graduates of Gabala State Vocational Center as a result of 
the survey

Demographics
Gender Number Percentage
Male 91 83%
Female 19 17%
Total 110 100%
Age group
15-19 2 2%
20-24 57 52%
25-29 29 26%
30 and above 22 20%
Total 110 100%
Vocational education
Higher technical professional 
qualifications

26
24%

Agricultural majors 28 25%
In the field of tourism 41 37%
In other areas of the economy 15 14%
Total 110 100%

Source: The result of the survey conducted among graduates of Gabala State Vocational Center

As can be seen from Table 5, a total of 110 students, 83 percent male and 17 percent female, 
who graduated from Gabala State Vocational Training Centre in different years participated 
in the study. Moreover, the highest percentage of participants was 20–24, and the lowest 
percentage was 15–19%, 52%, and 2%, respectively. Suppose we pay attention to the results 
of vocational training. In that case, we can see that 26 participants received vocational training 
in highly technical vocational specializations, 28 in agricultural specializations, 41 in tourism, 
and 15 in other areas of the economy. From this, it can be seen that there is a strong interest in 
vocational training in the field of tourism at the Gabala State Vocational Training Centre. This 
is probably due to the high tourism potential of the region.

Table. 6 Vocational education survey results
Who influenced your vocational training? Number Percentage
this is my wish 92 83.6%
recommended by my family 13 11.8%
I was guided by those around me 3 2.7%
my teachers recommended me 2 1.9%
Another 0 0
Total 110 100%

Source: The result of the survey conducted among graduates of Gabala State Vocational Center
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In Table 6, the results of the answers given to the question “Who influenced you to receive 
vocational education?” are reflected. It is positive that 83.6% of the respondents stated that 
they received vocational training voluntarily.

Table. 7 Vocational education survey results
Why did you choose vocational 

education? Number Percentage

Because I have knowledge and skills 
related to the profession 58 53%

Because there are more jobs in the 
profession 12 10.9%

Having a profession that is always in high 
demand 29 26.4%

Have a good income 8 7.3%
Only to obtain a diploma or certificate 3 2.4%
Total 110 100%

Source: The result of the survey conducted among graduates of Gabala State Vocational Center

In Table 7 (“Why did you choose vocational education?”), 53% of the graduates stated 
that they chose vocational education because they have the knowledge and skills related to 
the profession, 26.4% because they have a profession that is always in high demand, 10.9% 
because there are more jobs in the profession, 7.3% because they have a good income, and 
2.4% because they have only a diploma or certificate. In addition, as a result of the survey, it 
was determined that 78 of the graduates participating in the research are still working, and 32 
are unemployed. This means that approximately 71% of the graduates surveyed are currently 
working in various fields.

Table. 8 Vocational education survey results
Qualifications Employed Unemployed

On other areas of the economy 12 3
Agricultural majors 18 10

In the field of tourism 34 7
Higher technical professional 

qualifications 14 12
Total 78 32

Source: The result of the survey conducted among graduates of Gabala State Vocational Center

As a result of the survey, Table 8 shows the employment status of graduates of various 
specializations at the Gabala State VET Centre. According to the survey, about 71% of the 
110 graduates are currently employed, while 29% are unemployed. The results from the 
survey show that out of a total of 78 graduates currently employed, 44% belong to the tourism 
specialization, 23% to the agriculture specialization, 18% to the higher technical vocational 
specialization, and 15% to other areas of the economy. In addition, of the 32 graduates who 
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said they were unemployed, 38% belonged to higher technical professions, 31% to agriculture 
specialization, 22% to tourism specialization, and 9% to other areas of the economy. The 
54 graduates who said in the survey that they were employed stated that they found a job 
through their own efforts, 9 of them through vocational colleges, 5 of them with the help 
of their families, and 4 of them through vocational high schools. Three of them graduated 
through relatives, two through teachers, and one through employment agencies. Among the 
employed graduates, 53 stated that their work was related to the vocational education they 
received, while 25 stated that their work was not related to the vocational education they 
received. As a result of the survey, 56 graduates think they are satisfied with their work, 18 are 
partially satisfied, and 4 are not satisfied. In the questionnaire, graduates who said they were 
unemployed were asked about the relationship between the education they received and their 
inability to find a job. Three graduates said that they did not receive training in the field they 
wanted to work in. Two graduates said that they did not receive enough education to prepare 
for working life. When answering the question about using any job search tools, 23 graduates 
stated that they used them, while 9 graduates did not try this. In addition, as a result of the 
survey, 29 unemployed graduates stated that they wanted to find a job as soon as possible.

Table. 9 Vocational education survey results
Which of the following would add value to make voca-
tional training more useful (you can choose several op-
tions)?

Number Percentage

Vocational courses are taught online. 24 22%
Starting experience from the first year of vocational 
training 42 38.2%

Theoretical and practical lectures by professionals work-
ing in the sector 36 33%

Providing activities such as recognition of the diploma 
obtained from vocational education abroad 38 35%

Providing quality foreign language education according 
to the profession 22 20%

Organizing vocational training according to the techno-
logical changes in the agenda 31 28.2%

Provision of training by private vocational training in-
stitutions 15 14%

Better organization of practical courses 29 26.4%
Source: The result of the survey conducted among graduates of Gabala State Vocational 
Center

Table 9 shows the results of the graduates who participated in the survey regarding the 
areas that can create added value in making vocational education more useful. Thus, 42 of the 
graduates who participated in the survey support the idea that experience should start from the 
first year of vocational education. This shows that 38.2% of the respondents have this opinion. 
In addition, 38 graduates are interested in activities such as recognizing the diploma obtained 
from vocational education abroad. On the other hand, 36 graduates support the idea of giving 
theoretical and practical courses by experts working in the sector; 31 graduates support the 
idea of organizing vocational education in accordance with the technological changes on the 
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agenda; 31 graduates support the idea of better organization of practical courses; 24 graduates 
support the idea of giving vocational courses online. 22 graduates support the idea of providing 
quality foreign language education, according to the profession. As can be seen from the table, 
a small group of 15 graduates who participated in the survey supported the idea of providing 
training by private vocational training institutions. In general, it is seen that the graduates 
participating in the survey prefer more experience and innovative activities.

Table. 10 Vocational education survey results

Which of the following can have a positive impact on 
the employability of vocational graduates (you can 
choose several options)?

Number Percentage

Identifying strategic employment areas in the labor 
market and staff demand forecast 37 34%

Organization of the sale of products and services 
produced in the vocational training institution 32 29%

Promoting an entrepreneurial mindset in a vocational 
training institution organization of activities in line with 24 22%

Establishing cooperation between vocational education 
institutions and model institutions 27 25%

Regarding the average time it takes for graduates to find 
a job existence of accountability 22 20%

Cooperation with the Small and Medium Enterprises 
Development Agency 27 25%

Monitoring of graduate employment by the vocational 
institution 49 45%

Source: The result of the survey conducted among graduates of Gabala State Vocational 
Center

Table 10 shows the results of the survey participants regarding the areas that can positively 
impact the employment of vocational education graduates. According to most graduates, 
monitoring graduate employment by professional organizations is significant. It is no 
coincidence that 45% of the respondents share this view. 34%of the respondents think that 
identifying strategic employment areas in the labor market and forecasting the demand for 
personnel will positively affect the employment of vocational education graduates. In addition, 
32 participants stated that organizing the sales of products and services produced in vocational 
education institutions would positively affect the employment of vocational education 
graduates. As can be seen from the table, 25% of the respondents think that the establishment 
of cooperation between the vocational education institution and model enterprises and 
cooperation with the Small and Medium Enterprises Development Agency will positively 
impact graduates’ employment. Finally, 20^ of the surveyed graduates felt that graduate 
employability could be positively affected by the availability of accountability regarding the 
average time required for graduates to find a job.
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Conclusions

No benefit or efficiency can be obtained from an unsuccessful person. Although young 
people finish school and have a diploma, they often find it difficult to find a job in their own 
field. They try their luck in different areas, and when they fail, they fall into unemployment. 
After finishing school and completing their military service, young people look for ways to 
earn money and plan to start their own lives. The first condition for this is permanent income, 
i.e., employment. Without employment, future hopes are postponed and postponed. There is 
a situation that applies to young people and all of us. A person who does not take serious 
responsibility cannot be free. The more responsible you are, the stronger you are economically, 
and the freer you are. This applies to young people, heads of families, and women. Indirectly, 
the emancipation efforts of the unemancipated youth are distorted. Naturally, this manifests 
itself in society.

This study, which tries to reveal the employment problems in vocational education, is a 
general evaluation. The development of vocational education is an ongoing and multifaceted 
issue depending on the dynamics of social structure, the development of science and 
technology, changing demands of industry, the economic growth of the country, employment 
and development strategies. For this reason, there is a need for research on all aspects of the 
process for the development of vocational education. As a result of the research, the following 
conclusions were reached:

•	 As a result of the study, it was found that an Indonesian researcher tested the validity 
of the Plandoresh strategy for developing independent learning for Aftoni vocational 
school students. Aftoni obtained the validity of the steps of the Plandoresh strategy 
through a random sample of 78 participants using a descriptive method in his 
research. In conclusion, the steps of the Plandoresh (Plan-do-study-share-happy) 
strategy are valid for application in education to promote independent learning for 
vocational students;

•	 In the research, the experiences of many countries on vocational education were 
taken into consideration. In each of the countries whose experiences were reviewed, 
there are different approaches to the development of vocational education. Among 
these countries, since Estonia is a former CIS country like the Republic of 
Azerbaijan, the measures implemented by this country in vocational education from 
the period of independence to the present day are noteworthy. Therefore, career 
guidance and information services for quality career guidance for young people to 
make the right choice are widely organized in Estonia, and this is reflected in the 
document “Development of Career Guidance System in Estonia”. This document 
focuses on “skills for today’s labor market” and “skills for tomorrow’s job”. On 
the other hand, in the case of Estonia, the introduction of a new module called 
“Learning path and work in a changing environment”, which aims to instill generic 
skills related to career issues and entrepreneurship principles in each vocational 
education curriculum;

•	 In the four years analyzed during the research, there were only 223 graduates in 
the agricultural specialization, with approximately one out of every three graduates 
being employed, while one out of every four graduates in tourism specializations 
were employed, including total employment, while in other areas of the economy, 
out of 572 graduates, approximately one out of every two graduates were employed;
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•	 Of the surveyed graduates, 24% belong to higher technical professions, 25% to 
specializations in agriculture, 37% to specializations in tourism, and 14% to 
specializations in other areas of the economy;

•	 According to the results obtained from the questionnaire, it is assessed that activities 
such as initiating experience from the first year of vocational training, recognizing 
the diploma obtained from vocational training abroad, and giving theoretical and 
practical lessons by experts working in the sector are considered aspects that can 
create added value in making vocational training more beneficial;

•	 On the other hand, as a result of the survey, it was determined that the employment 
of vocational education graduates could be positively affected by monitoring 
the employment of graduates by the vocational institution, determining strategic 
employment areas in the labor market and forecasting the personnel demand, as 
well as organizing the sale of products and services produced in the vocational 
education institution.

Proposal

•	 It is considered appropriate to use the Plandoresh strategy to develop independent 
learning for vocational education students at Gabala State VET Centre;

•	 It is considered appropriate to utilize the Estonian experience in vocational 
education;

•	 It is appropriate to develop a model of lifelong learning for the professional 
development of production teachers in cooperation with the world of work and 
interaction with the market;

•	 Since most of the graduates surveyed received vocational training in the field of 
tourism and, despite this, only one in four graduates in the field of tourism in four 
years of study is employed, the priority is to accelerate. He raised the issue of work 
on the establishment of a school-hotel complex at the Gabala State Vocational 
Training Centre;

•	 It is recommended to carry out research to create a system to support the employment 
process of graduates of vocational high schools.

Note: The research on the topic “The impact of modern vocational education institutions 
on the employment of graduates in Azerbaijan” was conducted in the framework of the “ARTI 
Research Mentoring Program” of the Education Institute of the Republic of Azerbaijan in July 
2021- July 2022.
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